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Section 1
The curriculum for Wales, introduced in 2022, shows a transformative change towards a more holistic and learner-based approach to education. This new curriculum aims to develop learners into ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens, and confident individuals (Donaldson, 2015). According to Welsh government, (2022) This curriculum is structured around six areas of learning and experience which includes numeracy. Literacy, and digital competence.
The curriculum for Wales has been applauded for its flexibility, however there are some concerns regarding that instead of reducing inequalities, the new curriculum for Wales could potentially increase these educational inequalities (Bera, 2024). According to (Bera-journals, 2024) despite its successive changes, the philosophy, form and content of the current national curriculum require significant change. There was a view that the new curriculum had become overcrowded, and that it was inhibiting opportunities to apply learning more holistically in “real life” situations. According to (Cambridge assessment, 2024) By encouraging play-based curricula, the young learner is able to develop skills such as curiosity and social interaction. Furthermore, play based learning encourages the foundations for lifelong learning and encourages high levels of wellbeing and engagement. 
According to (Gov.wales, 2024), the roadmap for the curriculum for Wales highlights the government and educations systems priorities to ensure the success, high standards and wellbeing of all learners. Furthermore, by taking a whole system approach to education, it will narrow educational inequalities, expand opportunities and raise standards. It goes on to say that with the use of this curriculum will support the different schools, so that all learners of all ages have access to the full range of opportunities and are able to contribute economically, academically and to the communities when these children become adults and a functioning part of society.
According to (Hwb.Gov.wales, 2024), it is highly recommended that schools should consider the pedagogical approaches they will need to employ to support learners in realizing the four purposes of the curriculum. These schools will need to seek to develop learning which considers the ‘why’ and ‘how’ as well as the ‘what’. This goal will definitely support the role and goal of the learning environment and supporting effective learning for the children. To be able to play out effective pedagogy, it will have to rely on in – depth understanding of children and adolescents, it would have to involve reflecting and involving on which strategies teachers will need to use to best support, and learning the impact this has on young learners and their development. In conclusion, The use of pedagogy is a vital part of the use of any curriculum and in designing the correct curriculum for its users and their development.
The curriculum for non-maintained settings is there to support and guide the children to become ambitious, capable learners, and ready to learn throughout their lives according to (Early years Wales, 2024). Furthermore, According to (Exchangewales.org, 2024), in a sense The curriculum for non-maintained nursery settings is an extension of the curriculum for Wales, it goes on to say that high quality eary years education for nursery age children is essential to the child's development, which includes the experiences, knowledge, and skills needed for lifelong learning, active citizenship, and future employment, this all begins in a person’s early years, depending how well they develop in those crucial early years will depend how well they perform in the future. Additionally, It highlights that within the curriculum for non-maintained nursery settings, the aim is to develop in the children a healthy relationship with education from the moment they step in to education, which is within a nursery setting.
Reflecting on the discussion on both curricula, both curriculums are very similar in their goals for the children in that aspect. Furthermore, the curriculum for non-maintained settings also aims to develop the children into healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. According to (Hwb.Gov.Wales, 2024), this curriculum has mainly been to support and aims to help the children feel a sense of belonging and pride for both the practitioner and the children, this curriculum has been created to support the work with the children at the beginning of the 3 – 16 learning continuum, to ensure that these children have the best start on their development journey.
There are many clear positives with this curriculum. However, many suggested that they would like to have a clearer understanding of the arrangements and would like more clarity in this area. Furthermore, some practitioners call for an assessment tool or structure to assessments to be provided to support these practitioners according to (GOV.wales, 2024). Additionally, Respondents indicated that additional training and support might be necessary, some argued this was important because they believed that all staff involved in the learning and teaching process would require a shared, consistent understanding – something they felt could not be accomplished through the existing arrangements alone. 
Similarly to the curriculum for Wales, the curriculum for non-maintained nursery settings supports effective planning for provision for the four purposes. The curriculum document is seen to clearly outline expectations related to pedagogy, observation, assessment, and the role of the enabling adult. The developmental pathways guide practitioners in planning provision that aligns with the learner's developmental stage. Overall, it is believed that this approach will support practitioners in holistically developing children's skills, according to (Estyn.gov.wales, 2024). 
Overall, both curriculums are beneficial in their own ways; they both aim to support the children in their development into healthy members of society. 

Section 2
According to help for early years providers.gov (2024), effective practice in the early years starts with a carefully planned, high quality curriculum and all observations and assessments should be linked to the intended learning for the best outcome for the child. Furthermore, when it is noticed that a child is not progressing as they should be, you should shape the teaching around the needs of the child, an assessment tool would be used in this situation to help pinpoint the exact progression of the child and if needed, to help point out the child’s needs so that the educator can change and shift their teachings to fit more with the specific needs of that child. Assessment can be defined as according to the education hub.org (2024), in ways that which, in everyday practice, to observe childrens learning and to strive for understanding, and then put that understanding to good use. Additionally, assessment in early childhood education plays an integral part in supporting children by informing what is taught and how. 
The foundation phase profile (FPP), is an assessment tool that aligns assessment on entry through to the end of foundation phase. This assessment method has been developed as a national assessment method for all children to establish a baseline within the first 6 weeks of starting in reception year and was made compulsory from September of 2015 according to hwb.gov.wales (2024). Additionally, according to assets.publishing..gov.uk (2024), Each child's development is evaluated based on 17 early learning goals across all seven areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). For each ELG, teachers determine if a child has achieved the expected level of development for the end of the EYFS or if they are still progressing and should be classified as ‘emerging.’ The Profile aims to provide a dependable and precise summary of each child's development at the conclusion of the EYFS, facilitating a smooth transition to year 1. 
Walesonline.co.uk (2024), goes on to say that The FPP is intended as an observational assessment, allowing teachers to make their evaluations through a variety of familiar tasks and activities. It should be easier to assess multiple skills in a child through a single activity; for instance, a singing and clapping game can showcase physical, language, social, and counting skills all at once. Furthermore, 
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