I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.

























Image Commentary
[image: ]
An image from a medieval illuminated manuscript showing Rollo, Duke of Normandy and Gui, the Archbishop of Rouen. The image is “Gui, archevêque de Rouen, traitant avec Rollon, chef des Normands” which translates to “Gui, Archbishop of Rouen, negotiating with Rollo, Leader of the Normans.”[footnoteRef:1] It is part of the Grandes Chroniques de France, Ms 512, fol. 162r, which is preserved at the Bibliothèque municipale de Toulouse. The chronicles were created as a vernacular history collection about France and its monarchy, over three centuries. This image shows Gui negotiating terms on behalf of King Charles (the Simple), with the Normans, which lead to the 911 Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte to establish Normandy as Duchy.  [1:  Google Translate] 

The main focus of the image is the meeting between Rollo and Gui as they are front and centre. Rouen cathedral takes up roughly a quarter of the image, suggesting its importance to the scene. For the original Normans, it is where the process towards the treaty in 911 started, and it is where Rollo is buried, suggesting that this is why it is shown to be so important in the image. The rule of thirds is roughly used in the image. This can be seen where Mont Saint Michel is on the left line top third, Gui is on the right line middle third, and most of the bottom third is just the environment around them. The swirls used in the base of Mont Saint Michel draws the audience’s attention to the castle at the top of it. 
The use of the colour blue suggests that the creator had some wealth as the pigment used at the time was expensive. Further to this, the pops of blue in people’s clothing splits up the composition of the image, by framing Rollo in between Gui and the man on the boat. On the other hand, little gold is used. Whilst there are similar yellow colours used more, the actual element is only in the border of the image, and possibly the archbishop’s mitre, suggesting that their wealth was not extensive. Further to this, gold is used elsewhere in the manuscript that this image is part of. It is used similarly to in this image- mainly in the borders.
As the chronicles were made over an extended period of time, there is not one single author, but instead multiple people of differing professions over the years. The monks at the Abbey of Saint Dennis started the original chronicles. The Master of the Troyes Hours is the illuminator of this specific manuscript and image, suggested by Biblissima.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Toulouse. Library of Toulouse, Ms 512 | Biblissima Available: https://portail.biblissima.fr/en/ark:/43093/mdatadd3a5f9f2b5a6eb0d495278d10e66de2ef956b05] 

A manuscript like this would have been expensive due to the size and colouring. Therefore, only the wealthy nobility and aristocracy (in France) would have been able to access them. This means that the lower classes (who were mostly illiterate anyway) would not have had financial access to the texts. 
The specific copy of the chronicles containing the image was made during the 14th century, believed to be specifically between 1300 and 1349. This means it was created around four centuries after the depicted event occurred. This in turn shows what a lasting legacy and impression the early Normans left, as the armour or knightly appearance suggests the usual trait or characteristic associated with Vikings and Normans of being aggressive and ready for a fight. In the image they are wearing it despite going to a religious meeting which should be supposedly peaceful, meaning they should have no need for it, and may be included purely for the connotations aforementioned. 
The manuscript was made in France, for the French, meaning that it describes the French history. The authors across France, mostly in their monasteries, would have had access to even earlier documents, plus oral histories, to base their texts on. This means that it is likely in favour of the victors, as that side of a story was more likely to get passed on than that of a loser.
The inclusion of two different significant churches, that is Mont Saint Michel and Rouen Cathedral, highlights how the creator themselves thought highly of Christianity, but also how the creator believed the Normans perceived the importance of Christianity. Christianity is important to the Normans as it shows the transition from Norse pagan religion to becoming more solidified and accepted in the new society and culture, especially for Rollo as the first generation. 
The area around Mont Saint Michel was officially included in the Duchy in 933 under Rollo’s son William. The island of Mont Saint Michel contains an abbey. Initially, it was just this, but later the other buildings were built, therefore the creating island that is known today. The Dukes of Normandy developed the Benedictine abbey from 966, under Rollo’s grandson Richard,[footnoteRef:3] and the other monastic buildings followed later in the medieval period.[footnoteRef:4] This means that the island would not have looked like it does in the image under Rollo, like depicted, but it would by the time the manuscript was created. Realistically, the island is not visible from Rouen, as they are approximately 210 kilometres apart, so including Mont Saint Michel in the image is likely purely a stylistic choice to highlight the importance of Christianity to the early Normans.  [3:  History of the monument | Mont-Saint-Michel Abbey Available: https://www.abbaye-mont-saint-michel.fr/en/discover/history-of-the-monument]  [4:  Visit the Mont-Saint-Michel – UNESCO, access, high tides - Normandy Tourism, France Available: https://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/unmissable-sites/the-mont-saint-michel/] 

Rollo (c.870 - 933) was the Duke of Normandy. His appearance in the image highlights his importance to the image, through both his literal appearance and the composition. His shining armour shows his superior status to those also in armour around him due to the differing styles and details. The gangplank he is shown standing on takes the appearance he is on a raised platform, furthering his superior status. As a first generation Norse to Norman, he is shown as both ‘other’ to the Normans, and integrated. One way he is shown as more Norse is the dragon on the white flag on the left above a boat is likely there to represent his heritage, as a dragons and sea serpents were often seen to be associated with Norse warriors. One way he is shown as being more Norman is through integrating with the French church, as he was baptised in 912.
Gui was the Archbishop of Rouen from around 889 to 910.[footnoteRef:5] His appearance in the image highlights his importance to the image, through both his literal appearance and the composition. The blue in his robes shows wealth. It is likely representative of what he actually would have worn, meaning that the creator likely chose this colour for historical accuracy.  [5:  Metropolitan Archdiocese of Rouen, France 🇫🇷 Available: https://gcatholic.org/dioceses/diocese/roue0?tab=bishops] 

The boats have some element of traditional Viking (Norse) longboats to them. This could be in an attempt to have a nod to Rollo’s heritage, or it could just be what the local Norman boats did look like at the time of either the manuscript creation, or the actual meeting. Further to this, the river on which the boats are afloat, and the landscape surrounding the main focus of the image are likely that of the Seine, which does in fact run in front of Rouen cathedral.
Overall, the image shows how the first Duke of Normandy still has his Norse origins, but is already starting to integrate with French culture and society, mainly through changing religion from Norse pagan to Christian. 
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