[image: A close-up of a sign

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]






Module: Academic Skills
Module Code: LCLM4001
Reflective Report
Date: 21/08/2005
Word Count: 1023



Student Name: Zlatoslava Hristova
Student ID: 2437124
Lecturer: Sam






Table of Contents
Introduction	2
Description of Experiences	3
Analysis and Personal Reflection	3
Conclusion	5
References	7















[bookmark: _Toc206595803]Introduction

My learning experience during the Academic Skills module, is critically reflected in this report. In addition to forming my identity as a learner it, demonstrates how the module advanced my academic writing, critical thinking, referencing, and time management abilities. Moreover, I analyze how the course improved my transferable skills which, will be useful in future professional settings. These skills include effective communication, and the responsible use of information (UCAS, 2023). Task 1 (the academic skills quiz), Task 2 (the application exercise) and classroom activities like paraphrasing practice, referencing workshops, note-taking exercises, and expert discussions about academic honesty, are just a few of the tasks and experiences that are cited in the reflection.
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My first official test was the academic skills quiz, which evaluated my knowledge of Harvard referencing, note-taking, time management and academic integrity. I performed very well in identifying plagiarism and choosing the proper citation style which improved my understanding of academic integrity (Davis, 2023). However, when I was pressed for time, I found it challenging to follow the details of punctuation in Harvard referencing. This highlighted how theoretical knowledge, and real-world application differ from one another. In the second task, the application exercise, I was asked to summarize and paraphrase in order to form a well-structured academic paragraph. By breaking the material down into smaller sections and then reshaping it in my own words, I became more confident in paraphrasing while still keeping the original meaning intact. At the same time, working under time pressure sometimes reduced the quality of my writing, as some sentences ended up too brief, which interrupted the natural flow and overall coherence of the text. Through extra class time, practice tasks, supervised note-taking and reference workshops that provided ongoing support, I was able to advance my abilities. 
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When I think back on my performance, a number of areas for improvement are evident. I proved that I understood plagiarism well in Task 1 and became more comfortable using time management techniques like prioritizing tasks, and dividing revision into digestible chunks (Fu et al., 2025). Because Task 2 required the application of theory to practice, it was especially beneficial. It was much easier for me to summarize and paraphrase, and I got better at turning difficult concepts into arguments, that were easy to understand. This lessened the possibility of not deliberate plagiarism, while also making my writing more clear. Although I came to the realization that accuracy demands consistent practice and close attention to detail, my referencing skills also improved. The module, however, encouraged me to use critical analysis in addition to descriptive writing. I used to learn facts by heart but these days I’m more likely to challenge presumptions assess sources and exercise critical thought. I now approach academic work with a stronger sense of independence and intellectual curiosity which marks a significant turning point in my development as a self-directed learner. In addition I understand how critical it is to use these analytical abilities in both academic and professional settings where rendering well-informed decisions and providing evidence to back up claims are equally important. I will become a more competent and self-assured writer by honing these skills further.

Throughout the module, I identified three key strengths:
1. Note-taking and summarising – I could efficiently identify and extract key points from lectures and readings.
2. Organisation and planning – Meeting deadlines without needless stress was made possible by planning my workload ahead of time.
3. Class participation – I became more confident in expressing my views and critically engaging with peers during discussions and group work.
Areas for Improvement

Referencing is the part I struggle with most. I get mixed up with Harvard style quite often and make mistakes, especially in the small details like punctuation or where to put brackets. When I write longer essays, I sometimes lose the flow of what I’m saying and the ideas don’t always link together properly, so it can be hard to read. My reflections also need work. A lot of the time I end up just telling what I did instead of actually thinking about it in a deeper way. To get better at this, I want to push myself to ask more “why” and “how” questions instead of just “what.” I also think more practice will help me feel more confident and stop me making the same errors over and over. Planning essays in more detail should make my writing clearer, and having one routine way of doing references might cut down the silly mistakes when I’m under pressure. I’d also like to ask tutors and classmates for feedback, because they can often see problems that I miss. If I keep working on these things, I’m sure my writing will get more critical, more organized, and hopefully easier for others to follow.

Personal & Academic Development Impact

Both my academic and personal development have benefited greatly from the module. I’ve improved at identifying my own learning gaps and have grown more self-aware. Greater independence has resulted from this as I no longer need classroom instruction, to use academic databases and library resources. In addition I’ve learned how to handle deadline pressure and remain resilient without compromising the quality of my work. The skills I learned can be used right away in the workplace even outside of the classroom. Any organization that values credibility and accountability must respect the capacity to formulate coherent arguments correctly cite sources and express ideas intelligibly (Ben, 2021). This in addition to helping me get ready for college the module has made me more professional and employable.

[bookmark: _Toc206595806]Conclusion

Overall the Academic Skills module has been very helpful in improving the core abilities required to be successful in college. While I’ve made progress in time management note-taking paraphrasing and academic integrity I still need to work on writing more fluently and properly citing sources. Through the development of resilience self-control and confidence the module has established a solid foundation for future academic success. Additionally, the transferable abilities of critical thinking, ethical responsibility, and structured communication, will help me in my future academic endeavors, as well as in my professional career.
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