Ancestors, Death and Burial
Materiality of Late Cypriot Burials

Today we will consider why Late Cypriot communities placed such a diversity of objects in the tombs with the deceased.
1. Traditionally archaeologists have argued that “burial goods must be surer signs of afterworld belief?” (Ucko 1969: 265).
a.  Should we then consider these as provisions for the dead?
b. Are they included because they are intrinsically associated with the deceased (biographical object or souls trapped in the object)?
c. Favourite/personal possessions of the deceased?
d. Very visible statement of the individual’s identity?
2. Are grave goods intrinsically associated with aspects of funerary ritual?
a. What sort of items might we identify that were associated with the performance of funerary ritual?
3. Ucko also questions whether the wealth and number of grave offerings necessarily correlates to wealth and status amongst the burial community. 
a. How might we define wealth / status in funerary objects?
b. How might we interpret some of the apparently more luxurious objects placed in tombs? 
c. Does paucity of grave goods imply a low level of material wealth?



Objects from tombs in the British Museum
Pottery:
[image: Rounded pottery bowl; one flat triangular handle; brown lattice-bands; white slip.]	[image: Pottery: redware cup; one handle.][image: Pottery lekythos; squat body; long narrow neck; flat handle; funnel-shaped mouth; buff clay with pale red slip; double vertical ridge on body and neck.]	[image: Pottery: redware jug; tall cylindrical neck; dark brown slip; white parallel strokes of paint.] [image: Pottery: redware jug; tall cylindrical neck; pinched-up mouth; hatched scrolls on body, similar bands on neck; black slip.][image: Pottery jug; globular body; incised notches on lip, X-motif on top of handle.]	[image: Pottery juglet of White Shaved Ware; short cylindrical neck with straight rim and trefoil mouth; high vertical strap handle from rim to shoulder; elongated ovoid body with slightly misshapen pointed  base; vertically trimmed down neck and body at leather-hard stage; greenish clay; handle pierced through body wall.] [image: Pottery: redware lekythos; narrow tapering neck with flat mouth and handle-ridge; polished.][image: Pottery: redware lentoid flask; one handle; polished.]	[image: Squat cylindrical pottery three-handled pyxis decorated with bands and chevrons; the rim is chipped.]	[image: Pottery two-handled flask decorated with concentric circles.]


Vitreous materials:
[image: Image result for Egyptian bowl enkomi heh]	[image: Image result for Egyptian bowl enkomi heh]
[image: Image result for enkomi glass pomegranate]	[image: Glazed composition vessel in form of woman's head; blue with black detail.]
Personal Adornment:
[image: Gold finger-ring with an Egyptian hieroglyphic inscription: ]	[image: Gold dress-pin; decorated at the top with incised ring and pierced in the middle with an eye-shaped hole.]	[image: Gold ear-ring of 'leech' shape, with very long overlapping ends; hollow.]
[image: Gold foil strip; diadem(?) or mouth-piece(?); broken in two; stamped with a pattern of four double bow-spirals, arranged diamond-wise; within the diamond are placed four small petals (this pattern is repeated c.28 times, in eight vertical rows of three and two of two); hole pierced at either end.]	 [image: Plain oval gold ear-ring with overlapping tapering ends.]	[image: Twelve gold beads; hollow and circular, stamped on either side with double dotted ring and diametrical dotted line, perhaps cowrie shells seen from below; each is pierced with two pairs of holes through which passed the suspending threads.]
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