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A Critical Comparison of the Moon in three primary source documents.
This paper will compare and contrast the treatment of the astrological use of the Moon in the following three sources: cylinder seal of worshiping of Assyrian-Acadian Moon-God Nanna/ Sin, ‘The Message of the Stars’, Max Heindel and Augusta Foss Heindel, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013, E-book, Digital and ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope.’, Sue Tompkins, Flare Publications, London, 2006.

Essay Volume: 2240 words



Brief information of the sources
[image: ]
Figure 1[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Depiction on a cylinder seal of Assyrian-Acadian Moon-God Nanna/Sin, British Museum, Museum number 89222. Description: Hematite cylinder seal; standard presentation scene; worshipper being led by a goddess before a deity who sits on a throne beneath a crescent moon. Culture/period Third Dynasty of Ur Old Babylonian, Date 2100BC-2000BC, Materials: hematite, Dimensions Height: 2.2 centimetres, Diameter: 1.25 centimetres, Inscription Script: Cuneiform, Acquisition date 1900 BC.] 

Depiction of Moon-God Nanna-Sin 

‘The Message of the Stars’, by Max Heindel and Augusta Foss Heindel, Third edition, 1918, London. Max Heindel (born Carl Louis von Grasshoff, 1865–1919) was a Danish-Аmerican Christian occultist, astrologer, and mystic. Born in Denmark, von Grasshoff worked briefly in England as an engineer then moved to the USA, where he studied and lectured theosophy, astrology and occult subjects. He was a member of Rosicrucian fellowship.[footnoteRef:2] Augusta Foss Heindel (1865-1949) is an American astrologer, theosophist and a member of Rosicrucian Fellowship, who was the co-author of ‘Message of the Stars.’ She was the wife of astrologer Max Heindel.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Julia and Derek Parker, Parker’s Encyclopedia of Astrology: Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about Astrology, E-book, Loc 1848 of 5558]  [3:  https://www.astro.com/astro-databank/Heindel,_Augusta_Foss, access date 30.05.2019] 


‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook.’, by Sue Tompkins, Flare Publications, 2006, London. Sue Tompkins is a British astrologer and Homeopath with а degree in psychology and counselling training, co-founder of the London School of Astrology LSA, with interest in astrology over 40 years. Sue Tompkins has a teaching experience of astrology at all levels. It includes Local Authority Education and nineteen years with the Faculty of Astrological Studies for whom she was Director of Schools (1986-2000). In 2000, she was awarded a fellowship by FAS in recognition of her work in this role. In 2003 she gained the prestigious Charles Harvey Award for exceptional service to Astrology by the Astrological Association.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.suetompkins.com/, access date 30.05.2019] 


Introduction
The aim of this essay is to compare the treatment of the Moon in three primary sources - an ancient cuneiform depiction of the Assyrian-Acadian Moon-God Nanna, also known as Su’en/Sin, "The Message of the Stars" and "The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook" and through a contrasting analysis to be traced the history and development of interpreting the Moon as one of the Great Three factors[footnoteRef:5] in Western astrology through the centuries, from its very origins to our day. Also, by analyzing and tracing of the evolution of the treatment of the Moon, to be marked the trends, fashions, and directions of development of astrology that began its existence from astrology of omens[footnoteRef:6], signs, symbols[footnoteRef:7] and religious astral cult[footnoteRef:8] in the ancient world which has passed through the influence of esoteric mysticism to its form of contemporary astrology. [5:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, p. 51, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital]  [6:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 46, 48, 49, 59 ]  [7:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘The Great Year’, p.39-40, Arcana Pengium Group, 1994, London, New York]  [8:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 44] 

The Moon as Life Creator and as symbol of Parenthood
The three sources represent the Moon as a source of life and fertility, and it retains its role in fecundation[footnoteRef:9] and the cycle of pregnancy and gestation.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, p. 51, p.52, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital]  [10:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, p. 132, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital] 

Moon god Nanna in Sumerian and Su'en or Sin in Acadian is one of the most significant deities in Mesopotamian pantheon, one of the oldest gods in the Mesopotamia and is first mentioned at the dawn of writing in Sumer c. 3500 BC[footnoteRef:11] and considered as an important deity in the act of creation. The Moon-God Nanna-Sin is most frequently represented by his symbol, the crescent moon and as a man standing with a crescent moon.[footnoteRef:12] This iconography is known from Early Dynastic seals and continues throughout Mesopotamian history and across the Ancient Near East. Nanna/Sin is often attested in connection with a boat that is associated with the fertility of women and cattle, the full moon, wisdom, astronomy, fecundation.[footnoteRef:13] The ancient source represents the Moon as part of the religious cult and the worship of the Moon as a deity of natural character, as well as the cult of most Mesopotamian deities.[footnoteRef:14] Nanna-Sin is the deity of a male archetype, the personification of the Moon, but much more than that. He is the creator of the celestial order that works mathematically[footnoteRef:15], and therefore Nanna is the god of mathematics, astronomy, wisdom. Its name comes from a bright, reflecting and projecting of the light by the Sun.[footnoteRef:16] Nanna's nature is good, he is not associated with evil and violence as a deity; he is a friend, a defender, an assistant, and a counselor.[footnoteRef:17] [11:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 41]  [12:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 54-55]  [13:  https://keplercollege.org/index.php/articles/history-of-astrology/item/602-omens-in-the-stars, access date 30.05.2019  ]  [14:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 47, 55, 60-62 ]  [15:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 41]  [16:  Price, Ira Maurice, ‘The Cult of the Moon-God, Sin’, The American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, Vol. 26, No. 4 (Jul.,1910), pp. 310]  [17:  Price, Ira Maurice, ‘The Cult of the Moon-God, Sin’, The American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, Vol. 26, No. 4 (Jul.,1910), pp. 310] 

Sue Tompkins defines the charismatic features of the Moon based on modern Western astrology trend. The Moon is presented as an exclusive factor for the emotional mother-child relationship[footnoteRef:18], the formation of habits and emotional inner world, the perception and attitude towards the home and childhood, the attitude towards nutrition[footnoteRef:19]. The vision of attitudes and the need for security and protection[footnoteRef:20],  personality sensitivity, emotional illusion and moods, attitudes to the past and memories, imagination, emotions, and ideas. Similarly, as Nanna/Son in ancient times, the Moon is considered with creation and imagination.  [18:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 84]  [19:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 84-87]  [20:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 85] 

Max Heindel suggests similar treatment of the Moon characteristics and its influence, but further and as a contrast of contemporary psychological astrology trend, revealed by Tompkins , it provides the similar rich interpretations of the Moon together with its role in the development of civilizations from pre-historic epochs and stages in the civilization transition as well as formation of man in evolutionary terms in the spirit of ancient-mysterious mystical traditions, esoteric mysticism and theosophy and according to the Rosicrucian Cosmic Doctrine.[footnoteRef:21] 'The Message of the Stars' describes the Moon as the habitation of the angels and links it with angel hierarchies[footnoteRef:22] as the guardians of the seed atoms, the basic factors in fertilization.[footnoteRef:23] The Moon is interpreted through the prism of the Rosicrucian doctrine, which the author himself shares and to whose society he belongs. The Moon is described as one of the factors as a heavenly body in the process of evolution both of the Solar System and of human evolution, inspired by esoteric mysticism. Heindel suggests that the Moon has a significant role in the formation of the ego in human evolutionary development, spiritedly connected with spiritual hierarchies and angelic spiritual entities, and is also their habitation in the spirit-esoteric plane. In the development of cosmic evolution the Moon is associated with moisture, a basic component, soil and a prerequisite for the development and evolution of the spiritual, intellectual and emotional plan of the multi-component human being.[footnoteRef:24] Heindel suggests that through the analysis of the Moon in the horoscope, the relationship with the soul can be revealed, it shows the growth of the personality in the spiritual plan after birth.[footnoteRef:25] [21:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars, Chapter I – Evolution as Shown in the Zodiak, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital]  [22:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, Chapter II – The Measure of Amenability to Planetary Vibrations.’, p. 16-23, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ]  [23:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, Chapter II – The Measure of Amenability to Planetary Vibrations.’, p. 133, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ]  [24:  Steiner, Rudolph, ‘Theosophy of Rosicrucians. Cycle of Lectures, Lecture Ten, 3.06.1907, Munich, Germany, p. 75-83]  [25:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, Chapter II – The Measure of Amenability to Planetary Vibrations.’, p. 16-23, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ] 

On the other hand, 'The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook' is a good example of a classical modern source on astrology and interpretation of the horoscope, and the book is used as a major source of study in Western astrology. The Moon is treated mainly by psychological approach in astrology and as lunar psychology [footnoteRef:26] and is linked to emotions, feelings, memories, past, daily basic routines.   [26:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 85-86] 

Nanna-Sin is a male deity according to the ancient source, controversy in both modern  sources compared in this essay, there is a transformation in the association with female archetype and associates with the mother and the relationship mother-child.
The conclusions that follow from this brief comparative analysis of the characteristics of the Moon is that it has been interpreted in connection to the ancient Mesopotamian astrology but expanded with furthermore qualities. The difference is in referencing the archetype and the transformation from male to female archetype. With regard to motherhood, birth, and creation can be traced the connection with the ancient interpretations, where Nanna- Sin is the life creator and, the creative impulse has been preserved in interpretations similarly in both modern sources. Although in ancient times Nanna was portrayed as a male deity, and later the Moon was adopted with feminine archetype energy, creative energy and imagination are a common trend that has remained authentic since ancient times to this day in the historical development of astrology.
The three sources regarded the Moon as one of the most ancient archetypes of parenthood as a masculine archetype by the ancient source and as a feminine principle by the modern sources and as a symbol of life and fertility. Tompkins and Heindel define the Moon also as an important factor in the development of self-consciousness and of psychological portrait and attitude of the personality and astrology can decipher and reveal deep and determinate manifestations in the personality. 

The Moon as Great Time-Marker
From Ancient omens to the Western horoscope

The three sources suggest similar treatment of the Moon as time measurer and influencer of the tides, the lunar month, female cycle, the periods of gestation and of postnatal growth, Tompkins suggest that the Moon plays an important role in actual events by the lunations New and Full Moons and eclipses.[footnoteRef:27] Heindel defines The Moon as the great time-marker in the universe[footnoteRef:28] and the same influence and force of the Moon to measures the tides of the earth and the soul’s journey ‘from the shores of eternity through the waters of the womb to the world of time’[footnoteRef:29] again according to the esoteric principles. [27:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 87]  [28:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, Chapter II – The Measure of Amenability to Planetary Vibrations.’, p. 134, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ]  [29:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, Chapter II – The Measure of Amenability to Planetary Vibrations.’, p. 133, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ] 

The Moon cycle is known as a synodic period from new Moon to new Moon is the earliest 4000 years ago known account of the Moon's motion.[footnoteRef:30] The omens[footnoteRef:31] associated with the Moon are many and include observations of eclipses, moon halos, positions and aspects of the Moon relative to the Sun, Mars and other planets. The ancient Babylonians developed their knowledge of the calendar by building the most lunar calendar, and taking into account the alternating Moon movement, they created a dynamic year with a further month. Their knowledge of the heavenly cycles allowed them to make calculations of the position of the planets in the future as well as to predict the lunar and solar eclipses with great precision.[footnoteRef:32] Systematic recordings of eclipses date back to 747 BC. [footnoteRef:33] The monthly lunar cycle, tides, eclipses, and unusual moon events are highly influential, inspirational, and often frightening[footnoteRef:34] the perception of eclipses is considered to be bad omens, associated with catastrophes, natural disasters and poor prospects for states, which are directly affected.[footnoteRef:35]  [30:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 45 ]  [31:  The largest collection of tablets is Enuma Anu Enlil, which was composed at  the beginning of 2000 BC. Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 46-47 ]  [32:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘The Great Year. Astrology, Millenarianism and History in the Western Tradition.’, Arcana Pengium Group, 1994, London, p. 55]  [33:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 57 ]  [34:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 57 ]  [35:  Parker, Julia and Derek, ‘Parkers’ Astrology’, A Dorling Kingsbery Book, 2001, London,  p. 88-89] 

It is well documented that the Babylonians tracked the planets and associated each with a deity. [footnoteRef:36] The origin of western astrology can be traced back to the time of the ancient Assyrian-Babylonian Empire, inhabiting the lands of Mesopotamia. The earliest evidence of practicing astrology is from the 3500 BC cuneiform tablets, which depict the heavenly deities. In its ancient form, astrology is astrology of omens where the Moon has a significant role. Through direct observation of the sky, the movement of the Sun, the Moon and planets are described and predicted events[footnoteRef:37] astrology is the form of reading and interpreting the signs of the sky. The heaven-earth connection is considered to be one whole and inextricably linked.[footnoteRef:38] This connection is in accordance with the laterally formed hermetic principle 'as above, so below'. In the beginning, Mesopotamian astrology is an astral cult subject to omens or signs, a deification of heaven, stars, and planets.[footnoteRef:39] By systematic observations of the sky for unusual and impressive phenomena, perceiving them as a signs of changes in the state order, accumulating observed data, and description of a number of cyclical phenomena the ancient Assyria-Babylonian astrologers used mathematically scientific and empirical approach based on observation of the positions of the planets and the segments of the sky were locked between known constellations. In fact, these are sidereal coordinates (versus the stars), but they are not yet a zodiac. They did not have a fixed circle of characters or a starting point for their countdown. [36:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 45, 55]  [37:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘ Astrology and Cosmology in the World Religions.’, New York University Press, 2012, p. 124]  [38:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 49]  [39:  Campion, Nicholas, ‘A History of Western Astrology. Volume 1. The Ancient World.’ Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015, London, New York, p. 47, 55, 60-62 ] 

In both modern sources, the treatment of the Moon is by its specific influences and characteristics through signs[footnoteRef:40], houses[footnoteRef:41], and aspects in planetary combinations[footnoteRef:42] as a contrast to the ancient source. Also, the Moon omens according to the ancient source are associated with the state and the king and as a contrast, both modern sources interpret the Moon as one of the most important factors for reveal of psychological personality in the horoscope of the individual by as Tompkins defines lunar psychology[footnoteRef:43] and Heindel reveals the influence on the mentality[footnoteRef:44] and spiritual development[footnoteRef:45]. Tompkins suggests the Moon as a significator of the public and the feelings masses[footnoteRef:46] and the connection with the ancient core interpretation is preserved. Cancer is the ruler of the Moon[footnoteRef:47], water as element and silver[footnoteRef:48] as metal[footnoteRef:49] are defined in both modern sources and this can be traced back to the ancient source and association with the water and the ancient name as a bright reflector of Sunlight. The treatment of the Moon in the three sources reveals the historical development of Western astrology during the centuries from astrology of omens and astral cult, through esoteric astrology of the Christian mysticism to contemporary astrology and psychological astrology  with preserved defining of the Moon in its very core but huge expanded and developed. It remains in the ability of astrologers to estimate  to what extent and perspective the seeker of self-knowledge through astrology is ready to reveal and reach the deepest levels of self-consciousness, and it is up to the astrologer to act as a 'priest, shaman or psychotherapist.'[footnoteRef:50] [40:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars. Chapter XI – The Moon, The Planet of Fecundation.’, p.  137-141, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital and Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, Chapter 3: The Zodiak Signs, p. 90-106]  [41:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars. Chapter XI – The Moon, The Planet of Fecundation.’, p. 135-137, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital and Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, Chapter 6: The Houses,p. 252-300]  [42:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars. Chapter XI – The Moon, The Planet of Fecundation.’, p. 141-147, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, Chapter 5: Aspects and Planetary Combinations, p. 231-235]  [43:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 85-86]  [44:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars. Chapter XI – The Moon, The Planet of Fecundation.’, p. 25, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ]  [45:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars’, Chapter II – The Measure of Amenability to Planetary Vibrations.’, p. 25-26, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ]  [46:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 87]  [47:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars. Chapter XI – The Moon, The Planet of Fecundation.’, p. 133-134, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital]  [48:  Heindel, Max and Augusta Foos, ‘The Message of the Stars. Chapter XI – The Moon, The Planet of Fecundation.’, p. 36, Jazzybee Verlag, 2013. E-book, Digital ]  [49:  Tompkins, Sue, ‘The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook. An In-Depth Guide to Interpreting Your Horoscope, Flare Publications, London, 2006, p. 88]  [50:  Gunzburd, Darrelyn, ‘How do Astrologers Read Charts?’, ‘Astrologies. Plurality and Diversity.’, p. 183, Sophia Centre Press, 2011] 

Conclusion 
The essay compared and contrasted the treatment of the Moon in three primary sources - an ancient cuneiform depiction of the Assyrian-Acadian Moon-God Nanna-Sin, "The Message of the Stars" and "The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook". The paper considered the three sources via the themes The Moon as Life Creator and as a symbol of Parenthood, The Moon as Great Time-Marker and From Ancient omens to the Western horoscope. In investigating the evidence, this essay found that the Moon is connected and can be regarded as one of the most ancient archetypes of parenthood as symbol of life, creation, fertility and as a factor  in the development of self-consciousness and represents important factor of psychological portrait of the personality, and as a great factor in time cycle in the early ancient and modern astrology and the conclusion is that Western astrology experienced tremendous progress during its historical development from omen astral cult, enriched by esoteric astrology to contemporary astrology. 
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