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Introduction:
Time is a cultural concept that does not exist in the same way in nature as it does in the ‘human’ world. As it exists currently there is a great variation in culture and as such concepts that are the product of culture such as time vary according to the culture in question. (Authors note: When I worked in a company that offered London experiences for teenagers from non-English speaking EU countries, we had something called ‘the Italian minute’ by which we would add to take away time if someone was Italian – need them to arrive at a meeting point? Ten minutes earlier than everyone else! - because of all of the nationalities [Turkish, Romanian, Russian etc] it was the Italians that were never on time.)
This report is recording the practical experiments building on the pre-existing work of Levine and Norenzayan (1999), and Wiseman (2006) both of whom created experiments surrounding the speed in which they performed a specific action social or observed an action to gather data for the speed at which it was performed. 
One such speed counted was ‘postal speed’ - in which the time it took to purchase a stamp was recorded. The other speed involved timing how long it took individuals to walk between two points measured 60 ft apart. An equal number of men and women for this speed test were recorded (e.g. 35 men and 35 women) and an ‘average speed’ calculated from those results.
This report details the results of a replication of this experiment in an attempt to garner results for Lampeter, Wales to compare against the pre-existing results. In this study we want to establish what the results for our chosen location are, and compare them against other locations. A certain degree of reflexivity is needed and will be used when comparing the new results to older once due to such factors as the environment (Lampeter is a market town with a population of 3-4,000).
Method:
For this section there are two components to account for the two different types of test. For both types of test the use of a ‘field experiment’ (Mcleod, 2020) was employed. This is where the environment in which the test takes place is ‘real life’. It is covert in nature, and nothing has been said to those not collecting data to affect or change the nature of the data collected. This fosters ‘organic’ data.
Our sample would be considered an ‘opportunistic sample’ because we have chosen the details (when, where) to allow for naturally occurring groups and avoided factors that may distort the data (for example, choosing a time when people are rushing to work would make the people of Lampeter seem very fast, when in fact, they just want to turn up to work on time.
The deciding factors were agreed between all participants (people collecting time and speed etc.) so that the basis for all collection was the same, making it replicate able on the same basis.
(I) Walking Speed
For the walking speed test, we chose a location on College street, Lampeter, Wales. The distance was on firm pavement that was level and not at an incline from either end. This is important because it means that the ground walked on is not a factor in the speed (for example, if it were sand it would automatically take longer that a person’s accurate walking speed due to the fact that it takes longer to walk on sand.)
We elected to gather the results on weekdays from 10:00am – 17:00pm with the exception of Wednesdays, which were 10:00am – 13:00 pm. This is to avoid those rushing to work (and producing erroneous results) during the hours in which businesses are open in Lampeter as the majority of traffic on College street relates to the businesses on or around it. (Wednesdays hours had to be a little different due to the fact that it is not uncommon for businesses to have a half day on Wednesdays and close at 13:00).
In addition to this, the length which the results for this test were taken covered the shopfronts of two businesses. Should someone stop to look in the window, or disappear into the shop, their results were disregarded.
There was no bias or discrimination on gender; an equal number of women to med were to be recorded.
(II) Postal Speed
This test was designated to record the time which it took to order pay for and receive a single postage stamp. The time recorded was agreed as beginning from the time one reached the counter for service to the time one had paid and received the stamp. It was specifically discussed as to what would be said to greet the individual at the counter, what type of stamp would be asked for and so on.
It was decided that in order to get a fair and representative piece of data, four transactions would take place each asking for a single stamp. A £10 would be used so the purchaser would receive both coins and a note. The stamp would be a second-class stamp (so the stamp would be gotten from the same place each time). The times would then be used to calculate a mean average,
There was no prerequisite on the gender of the person at the desk serving, as a result of this it was not data recorded.
There are some factors beyond our control that effect our results. The two data sets we are collecting results to compare to were taken in 1999 and 2006 (for the walking speed tests) and the data for Lampeter was taken in 2020. Culture is something that shifts and changes not just from country to country or even county to county but from year to year. Indeed, it would not be uncommon in 2020 to see someone walking while at the same time squinting at a smart phone – what they are doing on their phone is not relevant but that technology would not have existed when the first set of data was being taken (smartphone smartphone)
Results:
The raw data is a follow for the walking speed test. “combined group data” refers to the multiple data recorders within the group taking data. This data has been combined to provide the information below.

Combined Group Data (N=70)
	Males
(N=35)
	
	Females (N=35)
	

	10.76
	12.74
	17.23
	15.11

	14.10
	15.03
	24.37
	14.06

	16.41
	11.93
	14.83
	15.75

	16.04
	14.20
	10.75
	12.29

	11.93
	10.81
	13.84
	14.81

	9.84
	14.32
	17.04
	12.29

	10.00
	16.05
	17.09
	10.41

	9.31
	14.83
	11.84
	12.43

	11.55
	09.42
	12.34
	13.22

	12.93
	16.76
	9.80
	15.96

	10.44
	09.93
	17.68
	13.29

	14.06
	12.80
	24.08
	11.13

	16.72
	16.48
	14.27
	12.89

	13.48
	11.93
	10.41
	13.00

	10.72
	14.43
	12.65
	16.48

	12.49
	14.83
	18.47
	17.12

	11.18
	14.42
	15.32
	10.95

	13.52  
	

	17.52
	


	

Overall Mean:
(N=70)
	
	

x̄ = 13.67 


	



This data is a combined effort of group result taking on the walking speed test. Each number details the gender of the walker and the time it took for them to walk 60ft in the designated stretch of pavement. The calculated mean average of this exercise is 13.67.

The data set that follows illustrates the raw data for the postal speed set.
	Postal Times

	46.65

	54.33

	19.33

	22.27

	Mean Average

	35:65 Seconds


This data reflects the four visits undertaken within the group taking data. The largest number and the smallest number differ greatly but help the average to best reflect the nature of the visits. The individual undertaking the visit which resulted in the quickest time noted that the person was brisk. The individual whose visit resulted in the longest time taken recounted that time was taken in deciding the stamp’s design to be chosen. The company responsible for the postal system in Wales will release stamps with designs to commemorate a particular event (on this occasion it was stamps baring artwork from older video games.) and all four of the stamps bought had one of these designs on them, with the longest time it took to buy a stamp being because the cashier offered to allow the individual buying to choose the stamp’s design.

Treatment of results:
The purpose of this exercise was to gain data on the postal and walking speed in Lampeter, Wales and compare it against pre-existing data sets on these speeds globally to understand where Lampeter would stand.
The following data set shows Levit and Norenzayan (1999) pace of life experiment in which the bought stamps in many countries across the globe, and in red the Lampeter average is included and ranked, to allow for comparison with the data.

	1
	Germany
	13.46

	2
	Switzerland
	16.91

	3
	Ireland
	17.49

	4
	Japan
	18.61

	5
	Sweden
	19.10

	6
	Hong Kong
	20.10

	7
	Taiwan
	20.22

	8
	Austria
	20.60

	9
	England
	20.78

	10
	Costa Rica
	21.13

	11
	Singapore
	22.42

	12
	Italy
	23.00

	13
	Greece
	24.33

	14
	Netherlands
	24.42

	15
	Poland
	25.83

	16
	El Salvador
	25.88

	17
	Czech Republic
	27.73

	18
	France
	27.84

	19
	Hungary
	28.45

	20
	S. Korea
	29.75

	21
	Canada
	30.50

	22
	Bulgaria
	33.67

	23
	Lampeter (N=4)
	35.65

	24
	United States
	36.99

	25
	Brazil
	38.17

	26
	China
	39.63

	27
	Indonesia
	39.64

	28
	Jordan
	39.92

	29
	Syria
	40.02

	30
	Romania
	42.25

	31
	Kenya
	42.50

	32
	Mexico
	70.00



The following data set illustrates the data set above, but in bar chart form so they can be pictorially demonstrated.
[image: ]
The Following graphic indicates a “box and whiskers” graph illustrating the data from Wiseman’s 2006 walking speed data set. Included is the Lampeter data which due to size restriction is labelled under “Wales...”.
[image: ]
In the case of both exercises the data has been added to the pre-existing data sets for the purposes of comparing the results.

Discussion:
Overall, one could argue that the experiment was a success. The nature of the experiment was such that it would be hard to fail. This would be indicated by wildly inconsistent data (that would somehow end in Lampeter being slower than Mexico in postal speed by half an hour, or able to cross the 60ft span in no more than 3 seconds). However, this was not the case – and as mentioned above the particularly varied but not atypical results (as in the postal speed) help average out a result instead of impeding it.
I had some reservations and concerns with the results as mentioned above, because there is a 14 year gap between the Lampeter results – 2020 – and the newest set that came before it (2006).  Additionally, I was concerned by the location. These data have among other countries the United Kingdom listed – which isn’t a country, it is a union of four across two islands (though I am sure this can be said for other counter parts in the data set.) and the data often accounts for London – which is not necessarily representative of the whole UK.  I was concerned in collecting the data that were were representing a location that on a technicality had already been represented (if in name only – having been to both London and Cardiff I can confirm they are not the same.)
However, I was pleasantly surprised that the results for Lampeter came out the way they did. Taking results in London there is no shortage of places to take the postal speed or the walking speed. Indeed, in Lampeter there is just one place to gather postal speed and very little in the way of space to take the walking speed in a location that covers all of the necessary requirements.

Conclusion:
Overall, it can be argued that the direct environment may not be a factor in the speeds both postal and walking wise. However it is worth noting that England, Japan and Germany all as of 2020 are in the top ten countries for share of the world’s GDP and all are in the top 10 for Postal Speed (though it is worth noting that the top two countries that have the most share of the worlds GDP, USA and China are not - which suggests this fact may be irrelevant and the relationship is down to false correlation.) (Worldpopulationreview.com, 2020)
Lampeter, Wales in both cases scored in a mid-range for both sets of data. Which while it may suggest that it is not slowed down too much by such factors as it being a small market town, it does consistently score less than the UK (London) which it is a part of.
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