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Course Overview

This module will examine a number of the main figures, texts, and ideas in the history of Western political thought.  Initially it will briefly examine the classical conception of politics, before focusing mainly on the political thought of the modern era (i.e., 16th century – present), studying some of the major figures in the development of Western liberalism (Hobbes, Locke, Mill) and their different strategies of justification, as well as the more radical democratic and socialist strains of thought (Rousseau, Marx), concluding with a look at more contemporary thinkers concerned with social justice, equality and the distribution of goods. 
The topics will be roughly as follows: 
1. Authority and Rights
2. Political Obligation, Locke and Hume
3. Hobbes on the justification of the state; utilitarianism vs. natural rights; democracy and legitimacy; political obligation; 
4. Mill on individual freedom; Rousseau on the general will; Locke on private property; 

5. Marxism - its historical emergence, important Marxist thinkers central Marxist principles, the importance of class struggle and revolution

6. Competing philosophies promoting competing conceptions of freedom and equality: 

a. Utilitarianism and the ‘greatest happiness’ principle – implications for the values of equality and individual autonomy/freedom?

b. Rawls and A Theory of Justice – implications for the values of equality and individual autonomy/freedom?

c. Nozick and Anarchy, State and Utopia – implications for the values of equality and individual autonomy/freedom?

ASSESSMENT

Coursework 
100%

Two assignments (2500 words each)
50% each

Example assignment: ‘Some theorists claim that human behaviour involves agency and thus presupposes mental states, and such mental dispositional states can not be reduced to biological or physiological states. Discuss this in relation to his idea of a ‘self-image’.’
Essay Questions

i) Can there be an unjust law?

ii) Critically examine Hobbes’ theory of contract.

iii) Should the law be used to enforce the moral standards of society?

iv) Discuss the implications of Locke’s strict libertarian views for modern Western democracies.

v) Society restricts one’s freedom yet can one be truly free only within a social context?

vi) Has Rousseau any notion of the rights of the individual?

vii) Can there be genuine authority exercised in the absence of power?

viii) Examine the distinction Marx makes between ‘State and a ‘real community’.
ix) How has Rawls’ ‘theory of justice’  been seen to influence  the way that needs are perceived in contemporary society.
x) What does Rawls mean by the ‘Original Position’? Is his account of the knowledge and ignorance features of the Original Position justified?
xi) Nozick criticised the principle of fairness defined by Rawls as a principle which legitimizes enforcement of the obligations that have arisen under this principle of fairness. Discuss the basis for this criticism and Nozick’s alternative.

xii) Compare and contrast positive and negative freedom (‘freedom to’ and ‘freedom from’).

xiii) Can we justify a model of society that promotes the economic well-being of its citizens at the cost of democratic values of freedom, equality and fraternity?

Reading List:

Preparatory Reading:

Gaus, G.F. Political Concepts and Political Theories (2000,Westview Press:Oxford)

Kymlicka W,  Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction, (2002, Oxford University Press : Oxford)

Levine A, Engaging Political Philosophy (2002, Blackwell: Oxford)

Raphael, D.D Problems of political Philosophy (1990, Palgrave Macmillan

Simon, R.L. Social & Political Philosophy, (2002. Balckwell:Oxford)
*Wolff, Jonathan, An introduction to Political Philosophy, (1996, Oxford University Press: Oxford)

Prescribed Texts:

Hobbes, T. Leviathan
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract, trans. M. Cranston (Harmondsworth:

Penguin, 1968)

John Locke, Two Treatises of Government , ed. P. Laslett (Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 1988)

Marx, K, Theses on Feuerbach 

Marx, K,& Engels, F., German Ideology ed Arthur C.J. (1970, Lawrence & Wishart:London) 

Rawls, J., A Theory of Justice, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1999).
Nozick, R., Anarchy, State, and Utopia, (New York: Basic Books, 1974).
Specific reading will be suggested in relation to the topics & will be available on moodle. 
Information

The course is taught by blocks with notes & readings. The notes & readings for each topic will be available on Moodle, accessible via http://vle.lamp.ac.uk  You will need to login using your TSD username and password, and then select “Social And Political Philosophy ( CSPH7037)” from “My modules.” relevant readings for block will also be available via moodle. You should not feel restricted to these readings only – the library holds numerous books on the the topics and the philosophers covered in this module. Also there are plenty of relevant journal articles available. Despite being distant students you should be prepared to discuss the topic and/or with questions about the reading/lecture & such questions will in the main be disseminated throughout the notes.
Marking Criteria

To gain a distinction a student must:

a) Have chosen the most relevant and appropriate philosophical concepts, positions and explanations in relation to the topic.

b) Have shown a clear and detailed understanding of the contributions these studies have made in the area of the topic.

c) Have shown that they are aware of the tentative nature of some of the evidence and claims.

d) Have integrated these particular philosophical contributions into the topic as a whole.

To gain a merit there may be:

a) Some omissions or inaccuracies in the choice or reporting of some of philosophical concepts, positions and explanations Such deficiencies will be sufficient to deny the award of a distinction.

b) A lack of clarity or critical judgement concerning the contributions described.  However such confusions must be minor and partial.

c) Some missed implications of the philosophical concepts, positions and explanations that have been included for understanding the topic.

d) The material must be integrated into the topic

A pass will be awarded where:

a) The relevant philosophical concepts, positions and explanations are included appropriately but they lack detail and imply only superficial understanding.

b) Shows some awareness is shown of the tentative nature of much of the material.                

 c) The appropriate philosophical concepts, positions and explanations are described but only a partially successful attempt is made to link them to the topic under investigation 

d) The philosophical theories are only partially integrated into the topic.           

A student will be referred where

a) There are important omissions of substantial material and that which is included lacks sufficient detail to enable the reader to appreciate its inclusion.

b) Summaries are superficial and uncritical

c) No attempt is made to relate the material included to the

Topic described.

d) Such material as is included is largely anecdotal and has little of theoretical merit to commend its inclusion.

e) No or little attempt is made to integrate the material into the body of the assignment.

