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[bookmark: _Toc186749793]Introduction
The aim of this report is to inform the reader of the Wales Millennium Centre. This is by telling the reader about the rich history of the building, how it was constructed, and who built it.
[bookmark: _Toc186749794]Wales Millennium Centre
Wales Millennium Centre started construction in 2001, designed by the architectural firm Capita Property and Infrastructure with the architect Jonathan Adams. Wales Millennium Centre was then opened in 2004, with the first phase of the building complete.	Comment by Hannah Williams: References
The main contractor was Sir Robert McAlpine Ltd.
The building was constructed to be the future of Welsh art, with eight companies already resident when it was built. (https://web.archive.org/web/20080112224328/http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/southeast/sites/wmc/pages/jonathan_adams.shtm, 2025)
· Academi
· Diversions
· Hijinx Theatre
· Touch Trust 
· Tŷ Cerdd
· Urdd Gobaith Cymru
· Welsh National Opera
· BBC National Orchestra of Wales
The building was also so culturally essential and a massive task that the Queen opened it when the first phase was completed in 2004.
The building is on the bay front of Cardiff with high foot traffic	Comment by Hannah Williams: What is the importance of this? 
Bute Pl, Cardiff CF10 5AL
This show that it is in the heart of the Cardiff docs which both was a difficulty while building because it had to be done in a lively city with heavy traffic but also brought a lot of potential investors.
The Millennium Centre talks about having a high turnout and hosting significant events with a total number of people from 2023 to 2024 of 1.2 million.
The Wales Millennium Centre is a private limited company by guarantee that is owned by 
Charity: The charity is the ultimate parent undertaking of the Wales Millennium Centre. The charity's board approves policies, plans, and organisational priorities. 
Wales Millennium Centre (Trading) Limited: This charity subsidiary carries out non-charitable trading activities. 
WMC Productions Limited: This company is 100% owned by Wales Millennium Centre (Trading) Limited. 
 Wales Millennium Centre (Theatre) Limited: This company is a charity subsidiary.
While all of these companies are interested in the revenue the building produces, they are also interested in maintaining and producing Welsh culture and art. (https://web.archive.org/web/20080112224328/http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/southeast/sites/wmc/pages/jonathan_adams.shtm, 2025)	Comment by Hannah Williams: Think about what of this information is useful for the report. 
[bookmark: _Toc186749795]Design and Engineering
Wales Millennium Centre is a 37,000m² world-class opera house that is so recognisable it was featured on shows like Torchwood and Doctor Who.	Comment by Hannah Williams: Capitals for names	Comment by Hannah Williams: A reference for this would be useful. 
The building has many facilities, including a dance studio, a main concourse suitable for live performances, rehearsal halls, recording studios, bars, cafes, restaurants and shops. The building came to the cost of £106.2 million. (GOV.UK , 2025)
The building brief given to the architect was to express Welsh culture in a way comparable to the Australian building, the Sydney Opera House. The building was built of only local materials to the area, with metals and slate being Wales's two most culturally important ones and its current and historical economic importance. While this is true, it also tries to look towards the future with its sleek design on the outside, designed to resemble Wales's hills, while also being smooth. The outer walls are also made of slates from the quarries stacked on each other to represent the massive slate export trade and the countless Welsh miners who have been digging it up for generations. These slates were colour coded to represent the Welsh countryside, with one representing what you find on the cliffside. The total amount of slate laid was 2,500t, which meant that moving that amount into the site required big trucks and machines to lift the slate, which was a consideration while on the sea front. This also provided consideration around the foundation of the building; otherwise, the building might sink. (Lane, 2025) 	Comment by Hannah Williams: I’m not sure exactly what this is trying to say. I think you’re talking about the cultural importance of the building materials but I’m not sure. 	Comment by Hannah Williams: Again, not quite sure what you’re saying here. o
Glass was put between the slats to allow sunlight to enter the building. This was fitted in by the Architectural Glass Department at Swansea Institute. This company is both skilled and Welsh, showing the technique of the Welsh industry while not breaking down.
The roof is made of tough steel, which shows the industrial history of the Welsh industry, which is still happening today, with Cardiff not being that far from the steel factories. 
It also has its modern inside with the massive opera and studios, all with the best equipment and sound. (Lane, 2025)
The roomf of the building was a challenged for the construction team because not only did they need to have perfectly cut letters and brought over from steel factories, but they had to place them into the correct placements to make the word spell out “In these stones, horizons sing” which hints at the cultural heritage of the stone and the fact that it’s an opera house. They decided to go with steel because of its importance in the Welsh industry and because it isn’t affected by metals like copper or aluminium. (Lane, 2025)
The design of the building was being drawn up in 1996 to start construction in 2001, and it had many alterations over that time.
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Description automatically generated]
As shown in the picture, they used cranes, which pose risks of sinking or falling over. On the seafront, the cranes present a risk because if there is underground clay or sand, it might put them off balance. There is also a risk of high winds, which might damage them.
Conclusion
While the interior has already been refurbished, this is a great building that will hopefully be recognised as a beautiful structure for future generations.
Reference list	Comment by Hannah Williams: These need to be in alphabetical order and all of them need an access date. 	Comment by Hannah Williams: I also can’t see where these have been used in the text. 
BBC (2025) BBC - South East Wales Wales Millennium Centre - Building for the Nation by architect Jonathan Adams, Archive.org. Available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20080112224328/http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/southeast/sites/wmc/pages/jonathan_adams.shtml (Accessed: 2 January 2025).
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Wales Millennium Centre - Vision (2025) Archive.org. Available at: https://web.archive.org/web/20090222191845/http://www.wmc.org.uk/index.cfm?UUID=D18D5819-65B8-F208-5507AC05466044E0 (Accessed: 2 January 2025).
Wales Millennium Centre - History Points (no date) historypoints.org. Available at: https://historypoints.org/index.php?page=the-wales-millennium-centre.
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The report has some interesting information but needs to be expanded. You’ve concentrated a little on information that isn’t really relevant to the assignment brief. 
You have a basic structure but it doesn’t form a cohesive report. It feels like lots of random paragraphs that don’t link together well. 
You have put some thought into some of the difficulties that need to be considered in the design like the weight of the building but you haven’t talked about what the solution was. 
You have consulted some references, but it is not evident within the text where these have been used. 
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