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The creative sound design of Hans Zimmer in batman the dark knight rises

Introduction 
This essay will be discussing the joker theme in the 2008 film batman the dark knight. The essay will focus on going how the joker theme was made and how it suits not only the character but the films its self. The essay will also be discussing the techniques that Hans Zimmer used to make this theme mainly discussing the Sheppard tone which is an auditory illusion that tricks the mind into hearing a constant increasing tone after this the essay will analyze a scene from 2008s batman the dark knight where Health Ledger is acting as the joker and the joker theme is playing in the background to discuss what the audience is feeling during that scene and why the score is important during it. The essay will also discuss briefly who Hans Zimmer is as well as what other scores has done so you can see some of the other pieces he has worked on. Then the essay will conclude with a final conclusion discussing my feelings on the piece as well as a summary of what has been said.

Origin 
Hans Zimmer is a film score composer and record producer from Germany who has been composing since the 1980s.  Hans Zimmer was born on the 12th of September 1957 in Germany and has composed music for over 150 films and include such films as Sherlock Holms, inception, the batman dark knight trilogy, pirates of the Caribbean, the lion king which he won an Oscar for and most recently Dunkirk. (Hans-zimmer.com, 2017)

Who is Hans Simmer
Hans simmer is a well know composers and is one of the best in the world currently, working on titles such as interstellar, inception or the dark knight trilogy Hans record speaks for itself. Slayerment is an international film critique website and according to slayerment he is ranked as the 2nd best composer of the 21st century falling just short of john Williams (Slayerment.com, 2018). Within this essay I'm going to look at some of the themes used within the batman dark knight trilogy directed by Christopher Nolan. 


Who is the joker
The joker is a dc comics villain played by heath ledger in batman the dark knight. The joker is a sociopath who at every moment of the film screams anarchy and uncomforted. The villain is disturbing and the definition of evil. The character takes pleasure in others suffering in a deranged way. It is important to know this so that you can see why the joker theme suit the character so well. 

Joker theme
The dark knight trilogy is filled with masterpieces by Hans Zimmer and the first one this essay is going to talk about is the joker theme. The joker theme is such an iconic theme song because as Hari Kartik Ramesh (Medium, 2017) editor of the "medium" news company said "it is the audio description of the joker".  The theme starts with a quiet screeching noise as it slowly builds in noise and in pitch. This is to give the listener a feeling of uneasy and irritation. As the theme reaches the 1 minute and 10 second (https://youtu.be/D_zS3R7mNiw?t=1m10s) the violins are added to add suspense and is continuing with the same 2 notes played over again and again. in the background of this are the unpredictable scratches and other background noise to also help convey the unpredictability of the joker. 
In an interview with Hans Zimmer he talks about how he made the screeches of the violins and several instruments by using unorthodox pieces for example on the piano strings has attached a razor blade to add the jarring sounds. This is also to help characterize this with the joker and add a sharpness to the piece. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vt5_TB3mB2U) (Hans Zimmer: The conscience of creating the film score - YouTube, 2017)
Then at the 1 minute 36 seconds in a sudden impact of music hits the listener and then calms out as it then attacks the listener again with this loud screeching piece. This is again to help show the jokers un-predictableness. After this noise a quite ticking noise is added in the background to add the effect of a ticking time bomb waiting to go off. This is used in certain scenes in the movie when the joker snaps. An example of this is during a meeting with the crime boss of Gotham the joker walks in a stab one of the guards with a pencil calling it a magic trick.  
After the ticking quickens a low rumble that starts of quiet builds in the background. This happens to be a technique that the composer uses a lot. This auditory illusion technique is called a shepherd tone and the composer uses it in many of his pieces such as in Dunkirk. VOX media is an American based multinational media company  (Vox, 2018) that made a YouTube video describes it beautifully in their video "the sound illusion that makes Dunkirk so intense" (Vox - YouTube, 2017)  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVWTQcZbLgY) the illusion is caused by several tones separated by an octave and layered one on top of the other.  "as the tones move up the scale, the highest-pitched tone gets quieter while the middle pitch remains loud and the lowest bass pitch starts to become audible, because you can always hear at least two tones rising in pitch as the same time, your brain is tricked into perceiving a constant ascending tone. Loop, it all together and it sounds like a piano scale going on to infinity" (Vox - YouTube, 2017) 
This is used in the piece to add unbearable tension to the joker and is prevalent from this point onwards in the theme. This is one of the main properties of the score and makes everything feel that it continues for longer than it should and again increasing that tension and the uneasiness. "every time we think things are over they aren't it's just a build up to something bigger." (Medium, 2017)
This what Hari Kartik Ramesh said about this score "the theme captures the joker so perfectly, it is unnerving, unpleasant, unpredictable, highly uncomforting and also shares some common music with the batman theme in the movie, subtly trying to show us how there's a similarity between our villain and our hero." (Medium, 2017) (Hari Kartik Ramesh) at the end of the theme all the sounds begging to quieten and as you think the score is ending it suddenly jumps back into action just as a final piece to show how unpredictable this song is and how well suited it is to the joker. 
It also creates this tension by adding in a crescendo which Is when the instruments play louder at the end of a verse and makes the listener wait for the release (Musical U, 2018).  

Mob boss Scene
The scene the essay will talk about takes place during the movie batman the dark knight. Two people bring in the "body" of the joker as he predents to be dead. While this is taking place the batman theme song is playing in the background to give the viewer the sense that everything is under control. 
As the mob leader is about to pay the two gangsters for bringing the jokers body to him, the joker springs to life stabbing two henchmen and placing a knife into the main mob bosses mouth. The music that joins this is the sudden loud sections from the joker theme. This loud section is used to give the audience a jump as unlike in other scenes this isn't built up it just comes out of no were. This cause a massive shock to the audience as this is an unexpected turn of events and causes the audience to jump as well as horror and uncertainty as you wonder what the joker is going to do next due to the fact that before this the viewer thought the joker was dead. 
Once the dialog begins the theme quietens and starts the Sheppard tone with subtle ticking to build the tension while you're waiting for the joker to do something. This building section only lasts 50 seconds but feels much longer because of the Sheppard tones constant rising. This all takes places as health ledge gives an outstanding performance of the joker and tells the mob boss about his abusive father. At this point the audience waiting for the joker to do something such as let him live or do the elevatable and kill him however the dialog that follows continues to get more and more dark until he utters the famous words "why so serious" and then finally kills the mob boss. as he kills the mob boss the music jumps back into action with its loud instrumental section leaving the audience in disgust and shock once again. This loud section had been building in the background ever since the joker started his speech but because of the Sheppard tone the audience never knows when it's going to happen this again helps with the joker's un-predictableness.  
Once the joker kills the mob boss the music quietens once again as he explains to the three mobsters left that there's only one place left in his organization and they are going to have to fight to the death to gain their space in the gang. While this takes place, the music goes back to the Sheppard tones. Again, this music causes a rise in tension as you wonder what will happen next. Just before the clip ends you see the joker give the mobsters a broken pool que as he leaves the room before the clip ends. Without the joker theme in the background of this scene it becomes far more predictable and far less tense.
The clip that was just discussed is this scene here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2qMsyT662k) 
The reason this theme suits the joker so well is because it sums up his unpredictable nature. The anarchy that follows in this film is always has the joker theme placed in the background. This gain causes the massive amounts of tension that this score produces. Every scene that has the joker places different parts of the joker theme and always keeps the viewer engaged with every scene he is in. This is part to health ledgers performance however without Hans Zimmer's joker theme in the background the scenes there's far less tension and the scenes become more predictable.  

Conclusion 
Overall the joker theme is a very complex theme that suits the character and all scenes he is within the movie extremely well. The score perfectly sums up the joker as well as establish Hans Zimmer as an outstanding compose. The theme itself Is made even more impressive when you look at the instruments and materials used to create the score by Hanz simmer. The complex techniques used within the score such as the shepherd tone and a crescendo help create a memorable and tense theme. The piece stands out from other themes and makes it truly original as well as outstanding because of the use of these materials as well as the techniques. Meanwhile the auditory illusions such as the Sheppard tone always give the listener a constant feeling of tension like the mobster scene the essay discussed earlier. Combining this with the joker character within the dark knight creates incredibly tense scenes with the audience left at the end wanting more.  The unpredictability of this score not only suits the character but goes well with every scene with him in it. This is why the joker theme is considered to be one of the best in history as it stays true to the character unpredictability while still being an impressive and enjoyable piece to listen to and is backed up with incredible acting from health ledger in the movie batman the dark knight (Slayerment.com, 2018). 
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