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1. Introduction
This report critically examines the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and the current situation of the development of these goals in the UK, focusing on Goal 3 (Good Health and Wellbeing), Goal 4 (Quality Education) and Goal 17 (Partnerships to achieve the Goals) while identifying Southwark Borough and examining the initiatives and policies that have benefitted its population.
Just a century ago, the world was a very different place where economic growth prevailed over everything else. So much so that people and nature were relegated to the background. Progress for progress's sake became progress for the destruction of life as we knew it.
Industrialization, pollution, and the burning of fossil fuels were the engines of economic activity. The consequences were not long in manifesting themselves on the planet: greater emission of greenhouse gases, progressive increase in temperatures and melting of the poles among others (Acciona, 2022).
Luckily, in the 1980s, science brings to the table the necessary evidence and data to open the eyes of humanity. The current concept of sustainability appears for the first time in the 1987 Brundtland report, called Our Common Future.
This document, prepared for the United Nations, warns for the first time of the terrible environmental consequences of economic development and globalization. This document does not only underline the problems but also offers solutions to industrialization or population growth (United Nations, 2021).
Sustainable development is the way to satisfy each of the needs of the entire present generation; without affecting the ability of other generations to meet their requirements.
Implementation plans in sustainable development; have had more specific approaches and special measures that have been channelled to achieve good results according to the planned goals.
The concept of sustainable development was developed with the help of several nations through various meetings, leaving it as an official definition that related both the economic aspects of generations and those of the environment that had not previously been considered.
Likewise, they discussed how important it is to understand the economic and social aspects of current generations; with the capabilities of having the same economic coverage in future generations; being optimal to cover all needs. It was based on these details that they developed their world-renowned concept.
In 2015, the United Nations (UN) approved the 2030 agenda, a plan of action in which 17 sustainable development goals and 169 goals were proposed. The SDGs try to stop the problems of society and climate change worldwide. Some of the most important problems to solve are pollution, the growth of natural disasters, the loss of biological diversity, poverty, hunger, and housing. These global concerns were grouped into 17 goals, and each of them includes several detailed goals to achieve them (United Nations, 2021).

2. 17 Sustainable Development Goals: Discussion
According to the United Nations (2020), the 17 Goals are as follows:
1. End of poverty. End poverty in all its forms throughout the world to achieve economic sustainability. More than 700 million people in the world live in poverty with less than 2 euros a day.
2. Zero hunger. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture. More than 800 million people are undernourished.
3. Health & Wellness. Guarantee a healthy life and promote well-being for all at all ages. More than 5 million children die before the age of 5.
4. Quality education. Guarantee an inclusive, equitable and quality education for children and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. 57 million children are not in school, most of them in Africa.
5. Gender equality. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. More than 200 million girls have undergone female genital mutilation. Women need protection from domestic gender-based violence.
6. Clean water and sanitation. Guarantee the availability of water, its sustainable management and sanitation for all. 30% of the world's population does not have access to drinking water. More than 800 million people continue to defecate in the open. The scarcity of drinking water in the world is a growing global problem.
7. Affordable and non-polluting energy. Guarantee access to affordable, secure, sustainable, and modern energy for all. One in ten people in the world does not have access to electricity. 
Reduction of the use of fossil fuels. More than 80% of the energy consumed is of non-renewable origin.
8. Decent work and economic growth. Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment, and decent work for all. Nearly one in ten people are unemployed. Improving economic growth and productivity, and creating decent jobs is a challenge to achieve.
9. Industry, innovation, and infrastructures. Develop resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and foster innovation. Developing countries have little basic infrastructure, which affects the productivity of companies. At least one in ten people do not have access to mobile broadband.
10. Reduction of inequalities. Reduce inequality within and between countries. Attention must be paid to the needs of the most marginalized and disadvantaged people to achieve social sustainability. The inclusion of the population regardless of their origin, sex, race, disability, ethnicity, religion, economic situation, or any other condition gains importance.
11. Sustainable cities and communities. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable. Large population growth is expected in cities, especially in marginal neighbourhoods. The air that people breathe in many cities does not meet the minimum safety standards.
12. Responsible production and consumption. Guarantee sustainable consumption and production patterns. A production that consumes fewer natural resources and pollutes less is necessary. Consumer education must encourage more responsible and conscious consumption.
13. Climate action. Adopt urgent measures to combat climate change and its effects. Measures are taken to curb climate change. Respect for the environment is necessary to improve the quality of life and environmental sustainability.
14. Submarine life. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine resources. Marine water pollution endangers many ecosystems and more than 3 billion people who live from the sea.
15. Life of terrestrial ecosystems. Sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. Protecting the biodiversity of species, and forests and reducing desertification requires the efforts of all countries.
16. Peace, justice, and solid institutions. Promote just, peaceful, and inclusive societies. The United Nations demands effective institutions and transparency. The goal is to reduce corruption, crime, violence, and discriminatory policies, to achieve a more peaceful society.
17. Alliances to achieve goals. Revitalize the World Alliance for Sustainable Development. Build alliances between governments, civil society, and the private sector. Share resources to help developing countries.
Goal 3 (Good Health and Wellbeing) seeks to guarantee a healthy life and promote well-being for all at all ages and thus ensuring sustainable development. Among its goals is the reduction of the global maternal mortality rate and ending preventable deaths of newborns and children under five years of age. The end of epidemics and communicable and non-communicable diseases is pursued through prevention and treatment (Acciona, 2022).
Ensuring a healthy life and promoting the well-being of all the world's inhabitants is essential for prosperous societies to exist. Access to health and wellness is a human right. However, inequalities in access to health care persist and millions of people die each year because they do not receive the necessary care (Sustainable Development Goals Fund, 2015).
The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken the great progress made in improving the health of millions of people around the world. It has meant an unprecedented milestone in preparing for health emergencies and in investing in public services. The disease is causing significant loss of life and overwhelming many health systems. In addition, essential health services and interventions that could save lives were being interrupted. Many people have stopped going to health centres for fear of catching COVID-19, thus delaying vaccinations or check-ups and even urgent care (Bond, 2022).
While the UK counts with the advantage of a public National Healthcare Service (NHS), research conducted by the World Health Organisation (2019) points to a considerable gap between available funds for health services and those required to reach Universal Health Coverage, which means that not all can access all the services they need without financial hardship.
The ongoing drops in healthcare funding and the profit-driven approaches to private healthcare result in the direct exclusion of the most vulnerable and increasing levels of inequality (Bond, 2022).
Goal 4 (Quality Education) seeks to ensure inclusive, equitable and quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. Education is the basis for improving our lives and sustainable development. In addition to improving people's quality of life, access to inclusive and equitable education can help equip local people with the tools they need to develop innovative solutions to the world's biggest problems. When people access quality education, they can escape the cycle of poverty. Education contributes to reducing inequalities and achieving gender equality (UNICEF, 2022). The main targets of this goal are as follows:
· By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education, leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes.
·  By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development and care services and pre-school education so that they are ready for primary school.
·  By 2030, ensure equal access for all men and women to quality technical, vocational, and higher education, including university education.
·  By 2030, substantially increase the number of young people and adults who have the necessary skills, including technical and vocational skills, to access employment, decent work, and entrepreneurship.
· By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for vulnerable people, including people with disabilities, ethnic minorities, and children in situations of vulnerability.
·  By 2030, ensure that all young people and a significant proportion of adults, both men and women, are literate and have basic numeracy skills.

· By 2030, ensure that all students acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to promote sustainable development, including through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, world citizenship and the appreciation of cultural diversity and the contribution of culture to sustainable development.
· Build and upgrade educational facilities that are gender-responsive and child-sensitive, offering safe, non-violent, inclusive, and effective learning environments for all.
· By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries.
To the advancement of reaching quality education for all, inclusivity is a must. Inclusive education is an approach based on the conviction that all boys and girls should receive the same quality education, regardless of their social or cultural conditions, including those with some type of disability. In other words, a school should be promoted that does not require any kind of entrance requirement.
This current is based on making human rights regarding equal opportunities, rights to education and participation in society effective. The inclusive school must guarantee a teaching-learning process adapted to the needs of each student and of high quality so that it is 100% effective.
Although the many benefits of inclusive education have been demonstrated, it is also true that there may be negative consequences in this process. Among some of the obstacles observed are the following:
· When the student must adapt to the centre and not the other way around.
· When there is poor planning and both the curricular plan, and the learning resources are not adapted to the specific needs of the student.
· Lack of training, updating and specialization of teachers. The teaching staff must be able to adapt to different educational situations.
· Excessive numbers of students in the classroom. This factor does not allow teachers to focus on those students with special needs.




3. UK Policies and Initiatives
Pertaining to Goal 3 (Good Health and Wellbeing), the UK continues to be one of the largest donors to Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR) since 2015, including a comprehensive approach in ministerial statements at the 2017 London Family Planning Summit and the Strategic Vision for Gender Equality: Her Potential, Our Future. The Department for International Development (DFID) also integrated further HIV and AIDS to achieve SRHR for all. This meant a huge improvement considering HIV and AIDS were not included or mentioned in the previous agenda (Public Health England, 2020).
Moreover, family planning is also high on the planned agenda, but to ensure inclusivity and true access to free choice, neglected areas such as safe abortion, adolescent SRHR, and gender violence should be included within the targets. While childbirth complications continue to be the leading cause of death among girls aged between 15 to 19 years old globally, the mortality ratio in the UK has steadily declined over the past decade standing at 4.1 per 100.000 live births (Office for National Statistics, 2021).  The Department for International Development has advocated for the SRHR of adolescents and young people, although it remains a sensitive area in certain communities thus hindering awareness and general access to services. Still, this could be improved by engaging parents and the wider community through holistic and educational programmes (Bond, 2022). 
The UK is committed to allocating sustained resources for the prevention and control of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) to promote better mental health and wellbeing at the UN Political Declaration on Non-Communicable Diseases in 2018 (Public Health England, 2020).
The Prosperity Fund’s Better Health Programme has allocated £70 million in funding and will run from 2019 to 2023 to help in the prevention and treatment of NCDs. However, one of the concerns it raises in civil society is that for-profit healthcare companies could find an opening for the wider market, which will inevitably lead to the exclusion of the majority (Bond, 2022).
The gap in the upheld of human rights, equity, and equality for people with mental health conditions is significant compared to others. Parity and equal opportunities must be observed and developed further to avoid exclusion and discrimination.
4. Review of the status of Southwark Borough
Southwark Borough is an inner London borough located south of the river Thames. It is ranked as the 41st most deprived borough out of 326 local authorities in England, a slight improvement from previous ratings (26th in 2007 and 17th in 2004) (Southwark Council, 2022b).
However, a council belonging to this borough (Bermondsey) was voted the top place to reside in 2018 by the Sunday Times Best Places to Live Guide (Southwark News, 2018).
The area’s residents are predominantly young, affluent, and educated. 72% of the population are of working age 
5. Local policies in Southwark Borough
6. Recommendations 
· Increase support for mental health: When we talk about mental health, we refer to the state of balance between a person and their socio-cultural environment that guarantees their work, intellectual and relationship participation to have a good quality of life.
Our efforts have always been directed at physical health, and it is a reality that the fight against mental health problems continues to lag. Mental health problems account for 47% of disabilities, preventing people from functioning normally in their daily lives (depression 17%, other psychiatric problems 12%, alcohol and drug addiction 10%, Alzheimer's 8%). On the other hand, respiratory diseases account for 8%, 5% for cardiovascular diseases and 2% for cancer. However, the treatment of mental illness only represents a small part of the health budget of developed nations (around 10%) (AUARA, 2017).
· An economy that cares: There are two types of problems that homo economicus will never solve: collective goods and poverty amid plenty. A healthy economy must not harbour disproportionate inequalities caused by economic and political systems that are biased to promote this inequity. None of this is inevitable and it is possible to set a different course, as long as the popular and political will exists. Even in the world of economics, respect for human values exemplified by altruism is not an idealistic dream, but a pragmatic expression of the best way to achieve a just economy and long-term harmony.
· Promotion of altruism: Our time faces many challenges. In the short term, we must respond to the immediate demands of today's economy; in the medium term, the search for happiness; and in the long term, the health of the environment and future generations.
Happiness and satisfaction are measured in terms of a generation, encompassing our life plan, our career and our family. Whether we are happy depends not only on external conditions but also on the way our mind interprets these conditions as happiness or misery.
Regarding the environment, the pace of change is accelerating due to ecological disturbances caused by human activities, which are modifying and degrading the entire system that supports life on earth.
This completely new challenge has caught us by surprise. If our obsession with quantitative growth continues, we will need three planets by 2050. We don't have them. Altruism can get us out of this situation, have greater consideration for others, and allows us to harmoniously connect the challenges of the economy in the short, medium, and long term.
· A new economic harmony: The term "sustainable development" can be misunderstood as referring only to quantitative growth, which is no longer sustainable since infinite quantitative growth requires ever greater use of a finite ecosystem.
The middle ground can be found in sustainable harmony: a situation that guarantees everyone a decent lifestyle and reduces inequality while stopping exploiting the planet at such a drastic rate. For this we must, on the one hand, free one billion people from poverty as soon as possible and, on the other hand, reduce excessive and unnecessary consumption in rich countries. 
· It is necessary to reinforce the health centres to lighten the urgencies of the hospitals; rethink specialities, including more preventive medicine and geriatric care, and increase the operating hours of services, which would mean hiring more professionals. All of this would benefit a substantial improvement in the health of the population.
· To achieve a more inclusive and sustainable society, promoting solidarity and respect, a great pact between administrations, social and economic agents and citizens is necessary. This pact would remain a dead letter if a proper diagnosis of the situation is not carried out, the origins of the problem are analysed, objectives and specific measures are articulated and prioritized, monitoring indicators are drawn up and budget items are provided.
· The UK could improve funding and research to support marginalised individuals (such as the disabled, the homeless, those HIV positives, refugees, and those marginalised for their gender or sexual orientation) and communities that are at higher risk of exclusion and struggle to access the support and help they deserve and require.

7. Conclusion
In conclusion, true inclusive education is not only achieved with a simple declaration of intent but there must also be deep structural changes in educational systems that manage to break down the great barriers of discrimination and exclusion that still exist in our society.
Greater efforts for integration and inclusivity are needed not only by the government, but also by society as a whole.
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