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1. Introduction

 The aim of this reflective report is to demonstrate an individual’s ability of developing three specific skills grossed in the academic module. The chosen skills are academic writing skills, research skills, and referencing skills. This essay will follow the stages of Gibbs Reflective Cycle of (1988). As I reflect on my learning experiences captured in this module, I will focus more on activities and tasks which had me learn more about these skills.

1.  Academic Writing Skills

 For instance, in this module, I was asked to write several essays and reports. One of them was a report on how social media can affect recruitment. I had to develop a clear structure, coherent arguments and, most importantly, present it in formal language.

 My thoughts: I really struggled with the language used in academic writing. With the correct formatting and having to always follow an argument to the logical end, I felt that it would be impossible. Over the last few weeks, and with some practice, I started to feel more capable of it.
 Reflection: Turning a dissertation into a book has a drafting stage, and getting feedback from others was very important. The positive feedback about my structure and clarity helped my confidence, and the constructive criticism about my argument development helped me improve.
 It turns out that essay planning and outlining were crucial steps for me to actual know what to write about. Unlike other types of writing, papers (at least the humanities ones that I had) required me to hammer out a thesis, proven, and counterarguments early enough in the process for me not to waste time repeating myself. Peer reviews and instructor comments also helped to sharpen those skills.

 Conclusion: The skills that I have obtained will help me now and, in the future, to write more academically. I understood that the clearer and more concise I write, the more effective my work will become. Feedback will also be valuable for me to improve my writing.

 Action Plan: In future papers, I will continue to use outlines and get feedback on my drafts from peers and my teachers to enhance my work. 

2.  Research Skills

   One of the major tasks that I worked on in this module was research for assignments: searching for credible sources, analysing data, synthesising information to support my arguments.
    At first, I felt like I didn’t know where to start in the vast ocean of information. Finding reliable sources and relevant data was challenging. However, with time and practice, I have slowly been getting the hang of it, becoming more skilled at finding articles in searches of academic databases and appraising sources.
   Evaluation: I think the research process was a helpful and a frustrating process simultaneously. It gave me more confidence once I could find appropriate credible sources and then applying the online materials to these sources could make my assignments at least a bit better quality. However, the process of finding and using these sources could have been easier and it took more of my time in the first place which was sometimes quite frustrating and discouraging process.

 Analysis: After a while, I learned to look for other voices in academic databases and journals, to use online search tools such as Google Scholar and my university library’s website. I would gradually recognise the names of other respected people in the field, pick up on connections and use them to check whether the information made sense. 
  In conclusion, one these skills I learned was how to research properly, fasten the speed of finding what I am looking for, decide if the information is dependable and trustworthy or not. which automatically raises the level of my academia work too.
  Action Plan: I will keep using the academic databases and continue to develop my strategic technique and procedure. The higher will be my practical experience, the more professionalism my research will be. I will also apply to the instructors for their counsel and assistance to gain more practice.

3.  Referencing Skills
  When I first started this module, referencing was important. I had to name my authors and cite my sources in the Harvard referencing style in all my pieces of coursework.
  At the start, I really didn't want to use references, but as I went along it became quite easy to work out and less confusing. 1. Different types of reference formats for different types of source type.
  Evaluation: An appropriate quoting and referencing of the book, articles and essays are essential. Firstly, it avoided plagiarism and secondly helped my point of views to be strong and validated by using references. The corrections by the teachers on the referencing have helped me to enhance the way how to make the references correct. 
 Analysis: RefWorks and EndNote were very helpful for managing the references. I manually put citations in and when ready hit ‘generate’, the citation would be automatically added for me. The whole process was easier and quicker; more importantly, I learnt to believe that good academic work needs good referencing and proper quoting.
 Overall, it is fair to say that my citation skills have extensively developed. Now able to correctly quote sources, I have a sound understanding of the significance of referencing to the world of academia. 

 Action Plan: I will continue use references tools, ask teachers for feedback to achieve precision. I will make routinely practices and keep in touch with new rules about referencing to build and refine my abilities of it. It is all up to my desire, awareness and other factors as wells. However, surely, I will keep these rules regularly for the upcoming portfolio module.

4. Conclusion

 This reflective report demonstrates how I have developed certain academic writing, research and referencing skills while using Gibbs Reflective Cycle (1988) to reflect on how I have learned these essential skills. I have learnt how to use various tasks and activities to edit my writing and conduct research using my referencing skills, making me feel more confident in these academic skills which will help me for my future studies and professionally.
---
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