Stop and search powers in the United Kingdom have a major influence on the many communities they are used in. There are both major arguments for the negatives and positives of using these powers as they can be used to reduce crime levels but also can simultaneously raise concerns about the potential for racial profiling and the violation of an individual rights. This evaluations aim is to look at the effectiveness, fairness, and consequences of using the power of stop and search and how previous events have helped shape the way the power is used in modern day policing. In this evaluation, we will examine the legal frameworks that govern stop and search, the methods employed by law enforcement agencies, the demographic disparities in its application, and the associated challenges and benefits. We will also explore the countries perspectives on stop and search, considering diverse policies and their outcomes in various authorities. This evaluation aims to foster a better understanding of the complex dynamics surrounding stop and search powers, assisting policymakers, law enforcement agencies, and the public in making informed decisions about their continued use and potential reform.

[bookmark: _Int_4GOYh8kp]To be able to fully understand how the police became able to employ stop and search tactics, you need to go back through the rich history and the past events that shaped its best practices in today's policing. The Brixton Riots were a series of clashes between the metropolitan police and black young adults. The riots took place in Brixton, London between the 10th and 12th of April 1981. (J.A. Cloake & M.R. Tudor 2001). Predating the riots, the Metropolitan police launched the campaign operation SWAMP. This saw the police using their stop and search powers more frequently and led to heightened tensions between the Metropolitan Police and their communities. In this case the community of Brixton felt persecuted by the police using these techniques in 1981 to target street crime. This eventually led to the riots in April. The riots had devastating effects for both the police and the community. One riot as shown in (The Guardian 1981), that took place on the 11th of April resulted in 279 injuries to the police and 45 injuries to the public. Over a hundred vehicles were burned and countless buildings were damaged and many of those burnt out. This was referred to as “Bloody Saturday”. 

Following the Brixton riots the United Kingdom's government commissioned the Scarman report. Lord Scarman was appointed by the home secretary at the time by William Whitelaw for the sole purpose of holding an enquiry into the serious disorder in Brixton between 10 and 12th of April and he was given the power to make recommendations based on his findings. In the report lord Scarman concluded that “complex political, social and economic factors” created a “disposition towards a violent protest” as said in (BBC News 2004). It is shown by his report that this event in Brixton was not planned but was a spontaneous outburst from the community that felt a huge resentment towards them after the incidents. Including the through and seen by some as an excessive and unnecessary use of stop and search powers. Lord Scarman heavily focused on the problems of racial issues between the police and the public. He planned to have more concentrated efforts to recruit more ethnic minorities into the police force and set out the plan for the Police and Evidence Act 1984 to come into place to allow officers to stop and search but only under specific circumstances and must not use race as a suspicions factor or be the reason the person is stopped.

Building off Lord Scarman's report racial disadvantage and prejudice are the main negative arguments against the use of stop and search. It questions the integrity and professional behaviour of the police forces officers and questions whether the suspect is in the best interests in the terms of the polices code of ethics. As shown in Bowling, B. and (Phillips, C., 2002). Race has been a major issue throughout history in humanity and yet race is still being used as a reason to stop and search and that the use of powers against black people is unfair as when compared to white the results are not in proportion. The only logical explanation for these skewed results would be that the police are being racially discriminatory toward black people and other ethnic minorities. 

This was evidenced by the past incident, the Stephen Lawrence case and following inquiry.  During this enquiry, the Metropolitan police were accused of being “institutionally racist” as they handled the Lawrence case very unprofessionally and they put this down to the fact that it was an innocent black man killed by a group of white racists and was therefore not as important to find the killers as if the roles were reversed. It took years of campaigning by Stephen's mother until finally a last inquiry investigated the failures of the metropolitan police and looked how they could find out the killer's identity and stop being “institutionally racist.” This was shown in (Souhami,. A 2013) where they further expanded on how the Metropolitan Police failed to stop and arrest these white men when there was enough evidence to do so. Using this argument in terms of stop and search, the police knew which five males were suspects in the murder and the question arises, why did not the police stop and search these youths. As if they were black males there is a much higher chance, they would have searched them, and they would not have got away with it. (Bridges, L., 1999).

To explore the racism and failures in the police around the time that the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was created and the murder of Stephen Lawrence happened. Sir William Macpherson opened a major inquiry into the “matters arising from the death of Stephen Lawrence.” Macpherson found that the metropolitan police service was again Institutionally racist and made a series of recommendations to be able to address the issues of racism facing the metro Metropolitan Police And the discrimination between the forces in the United Kingdom. The positive outcome from this inquiry by Macpherson is that Race related issues faced by the police were taken more seriously and it had a more significant impact on how these cases will be handled in the future. This leads to the Metropolitan Police losing the idea that they are institutionally racist. However, the police would have to set out standards and follow the code of ethics for people on the public feel safe and so and understand that the police are going to be acting in the best interest of the public regardless of race.

[bookmark: _Int_qwGopVVi]Linking to stop and search powers used by the police today There is a massive outcry to the fact that the public in some places such as London still feel that race is being used as a suspicious factor in stop and search cases. This would be a massive issue as previous incidences such as the Stephen Lawrence inquiry and the Brixton riots show that the police have inquired and learned from my past mistakes and should no longer be using race as a factor for stop and search. (Rollock, N., 2009). When looking at the facts and figures for what type of people are getting stopped and searched in the United Kingdom, the results are skewed in the black ethnicity direction. For every 1000 people there were 27.2 stop and searches for black people, compared to 5.6 per 1000 white people. Regardless of whether the person had committed an offence or not with results like these you can see why people are saying that racism is still a big part of why stop and searches are currently ethically wrong. These figures were correct as of 31st of March 2022. Out of these figures it was revealed that London had the highest stop and search rates for the black and Asian ethnic groups. So, it leaves the question in the mouths of the London's public as to whether the Metropolitan Police have really changed and learnt from their past incidents or whether they are saying what they think the public want to hear. 

Although on the other hand the argument can be made that it is not racism, but rather that the black communities commit more offences and are getting arrested more regularly and there's need for an intervention such as stop and search to prevent more crimes and it just happens that a black member of the community matches the description as the officer fully abides by the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 or the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. This is shown by the need for the Metropolitan police to start Operation Trident, which is still currently ongoing. This operation was particularly brought out to prevent gun crime within the black communities, but it was stated that it was regardless of race. Leading to more stop and searches taking place but reduced gun crime is the outcome of this. However, it is still seen as the police using disproportionate force against the black community and has faced criticism and legal challenges regarding its use. (BBC News 2013). 

One of these challenges was the police killing of Mark Duggan while he was under investigation. He was shot by armed officers on the evening of the 4th of August 2011, and this directly sparked the 2011 England riots information shown in (Moran, M et al 2011). An inquiry was opened, and the verdict reached an 8-2 split in favour of a lawful killing. Leading to suggest that the killing of Mark Duggan was essential and there was no other way to prevent further injuries to the public. This goes to show that although it was deemed as racist by the public, it was more in fact a necessary death as he was an extremely dangerous man and supplied guns throughout London and was clearly a direct threat to the officers attempting to arrest him. (John, C 2004) report looks at how operation Trident was operating. She also discovered that out of 300 officers only 16 were black. However, Commander Dick in charge of Operation Trident said that the operation had fewer black officers than she would have liked and was putting out several steps to ensure they recruit more quality black officers into the operation. She also mentioned how the Metropolitan police force is ensuring there is a great deal of effort going into the recruitment of black officers. As with all Operations there are negatives and positives, and many members of the public will have differing views on the subject and operations put in place. But as shown by (Duggan, M., 2001) there was a need for operations like Trident. As with more guns in an area, the higher the crime rate will be. People in the communities have said they feel much safer knowing that operation Trident is working and is keeping crime of the streets. (Davies, T. and South, N., 2023).

[bookmark: _Int_EQTn1RzZ]Further expanding on Operation Trident, there comes a massive positive in terms of the code of ethics and police keeping their professional behaviours and standards. Looking into it with keeping the terms in mind. It is a massive successful stop and search operation. There was a strategy in place to target individuals carrying firearms, by utilising stop and search on cars and people in a public place. The operation seen a tremendous success in reducing gun crime and increasing community safety, as shown in (Paes, M., 2008). Another major impact the operation had was the amount of community engagement that the Metropolitan Police had with members of the public. This type of proactive engagement with the affected communities not only builds trust but also Allows the residents of the communities to collaborate with the police force and law enforcement. Therefore, community members are more likely to cooperate with the police as they perceive them as being partners in ensuring safety in the community. This directly leads to more intelligence being gathered as a community perceive the police as being good and looking out for their safety. This leads to them supplying the police force with intelligence that could lead to a major arrest and prevent many crimes happening in their community. Also, in terms of intelligence gathering stop and search tactics are proven to contribute directly to the dismantling of criminal networks involved in the gun violence scene in London boroughs.

With many operations such as Operation Trident, using the stop and search tactics has served as a massive deterrent this leads to potential offending individuals being discouraged from carrying illegal items, in the case of operation Trident this would be an illegal firearm. This goes to show that stop and search tactics work across the United Kingdom, as they reduce crime and can prevent crime being committed in the first place. This leads to a much safer community and the United Kingdom having lower crime rates. Also, it serves to protect life as in the case of Operation Trident, carrying a firearm is much more likely to lead to a serious offence such as murder as carrying a gun is for only one reason and that is to shoot somebody.

Building onto why stop and search incidents are positive. It is important to look at other reason as to why the British Police utilise such a power. Not only does it reduce gun crime and help security during riots and protests, but it also acts as a prevention for drug crimes and terrorism. As during previous stop and search cases, under the misuse of drugs act 1971, the discovery of drugs has been found and this leads to groups of drug rings being exposed. For counter terrorism many potential catastrophic terrorism events have been foiled due to the police stopping and searching potential offenders and preventing some heinous crimes. 

To conclude this evaluation, it is clear to see that the topic of stop and search in the United Kingdom is still a big discussion. As there is still some sort of prejudice shown in these cases covered and the police do not always use their power correctly. However, if the police follow the rules set out to them by the Police and criminal evidence act 1984 and the misuse of drugs act 1971, then they should be able to operate the stop and searches with a high degree of professionalism and be able to lose the idea of them being “institutionally racist”. The police need to reform their ideas and become better police officers.
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