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Essay one: 
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

Malpractice, according to the Cambridge dictionary, is defined as failure to act correctly or legally when doing your job, often causing injury or loss.

Whereas misconduct, according to the Cambridge dictionary, is defined as unacceptable or bad behaviour by someone in a position of authority or responsibility.

In this essay I am going to discuss how the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) of 1984, as well as the Birmingham six and the misconduct from officers. I will also be looking into how officers conducted themselves in that investigation and how things have now changed in modern policing.

The Police and criminal evidence act 1984 was introduced due to corruption within the police service and police officers amending statements to make them fit the crime, as well as not allowing suspects legal representation when being interviewed. In an article published by Niall Murphy of the Queens university Belfast, it outlines PACE an all of it codes, a brief background on why PACE was introduced and a solicitor’s roll at a police station. N. Murphy, (2017). 

In Niall’s article there were multiple big cases that attracted media attention that later received criticism from the public for malpractice and misconduct. I am now going to focus on the Birmingham six and how that incident impacted and help form PACE. 

A brief background on the Birmingham six, they were six Irishmen who were accused of bombing a pub in Birmingham in 1974 and were falsely imprisoned in 1975. In 1991 there was an appeal in which all six men were wrongly convicted. 
An article written in Britannica by Colleen Sullivan gives a brief overview of the story. C. Sullivan, (1975).

In an article published by the Guardian published and written by Rowan Moore, Rowan tells the story of one the Birmingham six, Hugh Callaghan. In the article Hugh states how he was beaten by police, threatened, and deprived of sleep. When the matter went to court in 1975, Hugh states how he thought he would be acquitted but the police had told lies and manipulated the courts, as a result he and the five other members dubbed the Birmingham six were sentenced to what was eventually 16 years of unlawful imprisonment. R. Moore, (2022).

A further article written in the Guardian in 2011 by Gareth Pierce outlines in more detail the wrong doings by members of the police service as well as the prison guards. 

The article states how upon initial arrest of the Birmingham six, they were tortured and beaten into giving confessions by west midland’s serious crime squad. The West Midlands serious crime squad was formed in 1974 and the Birmingham six was one of the first cases they dealt with, subsequently the squad was disbanded in 1989 because of an investigation finding many officers guilty of misconduct. However, the Birmingham six was not something that formed a part of the investigation. During this investigation there were 72 cases that were overturned, and their convictions were quashed. G. Pierce, (2011).


Times have changed since 1974 and technology has moved on, the days of Police officers being able to write statements are long gone and as a result of the type of corruption that occurred in the case of the Birmingham six all statements taken by Police must now be in the words of the witness/ victim. Any unused material, such as officers’ notes must be retained until the matter has gone to court and statements are now signed by the witness/ victim. This is in line with what the college of policing states is the correct way of conducting a statement/ interview. Suspects are also now entitled to full free and independent legal advice; all interviews are now visually, and audio recorded, which they were not in the 1970s. C. o. policing, (2022).

An article written for UK Essays, it states how interviews were conducted by the Police pre PACE and  details the lack of training in which officers had at the time. UKEssays. November 2018.

Incidents like the Birmingham sixhave also led to changes in UK police training, due to the level of corruption and malpractice. This was also an era where their training was very basic and now in 2023 their level of training and standard is much higher. The college of policing now has much stricter regulations on who is allowed to join the police, meaning more in-depth background checks to try and reduce the amount of potential bad officers.  C. o. policing, (2022).

A video on YouTube shows how basic the police training was at the time and multiple times in the video there are people of authority stating that “we want officers to form their own views and opinions”. HuntleyFilmArchives. Police training 1970s, (2015)

Due to incidents like the Birmingham six, there was a lack of trust in police officers, resulting in the formation of PACE. PACE was introduced in 1984 to make sure officers were held accountable for their actions alone by implementing different codes of practices that would protect the public. LawTeacher. November 2013.

PACE is something that in modern day policing gets referred to on a daily basis and should an investigation be conducted in 2023, PACE will be referred to in order to ascertain whether police officers have complied with PACE or not. 
For example, if PACE Code D (concerns the main methods used by the police to identify people in connection with the investigation of offences and the keeping of accurate and reliable criminal records) had been in existence in 1974 during the Birmingham six case, then the chances of the wrong people being accused would be highly unlikely. 
A document accessible on the government website sets out in detail the workings of Code D. Gov.uk, (2017)
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Essay two: 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

The media is a big part of our everyday lives, and it can be used as a positive tool but equally it can be used in a negative way and have a detrimental impact on the victim and the victim’s family should it be abused. 


In this essay I am going to talk about the Soham murders involving Holly and Jessica who initially went missing in 2002 before being murdered by Ian Huntley. In this essay I will look at what strategies Cambridgeshire police used in this case and how the media impacted their decisions. 

To give a brief background on the situation, Jessica Chapman had left her home to attend a barbeque at her friend Holly Wells house. During this barbeque the two girls changed into Manchester united shirts, which was the last picture of them seen together and became very famous. The two girls had left the barbeque, without informing anyone, to head to the local sports centre and upon returning they went past Ian Huntleys house. He lured the girls in and eventually killed them both. 

Although social media was almost non- existent in 2002 this didn’t stop the media from having a big impact on this case, in fact this was very much a high-profile case that attracted lots of media attention to the point where Cambridgeshire police were worried that the media’s impact could jeopardise the whole trial of Ian Huntley. In an article published in the Guardian by Sarah Hall, she reports how the Cambridge crown prosecution service were urging media outlets to exercise restraint when reporting the matter. S. Hall, (2002).

In an online post published in 2003 by the Guardian, Steven Morris outlines how the police introduced a media consultant to help mange the media during this incident. In the report Morris states how the police were able to identify two suspects and question them within a two-week period, because the police managed the media and the way information was distributed to the media in order to appeal to the public for help. Morris, S. (2003).

The article then discusses how Cambridgeshire police was not equipped to deal with the media attention around this case due to its lack of resources. One of the strategies the Police in Cambridge implemented was to bring in a former head of corporate communications in Cambridgeshire police, Matt Tapp to manage the media. 
 Matt speaks about how his strategy was to maintain focus on the disappearance of the two girls and keep feeding the media relevant information so that they didn’t have time to find their own stories and create problems for the police. Morris, S. (2003). 

Due to the seriousness and sensitivity of this case, a further strategy implemented by the Cambridgeshire police was to have a face representing the service so the media could deal with one person and build a rapport with that person, and the responsibility of this went to Detective Chief Inspector Andy Hebb. J, Hyland. (2002)

In March 2022, Channel 5 released a documentary outlining the events that took place over the two-week period from Holly and Jessica going missing to the arrest of Ian Huntly and Maxine Carr.
 During the documentary it shows what impact the media had on the case and the relationship media outlets had with the police, as well as how the police used the media to their advantage. As I have previously stated the police  had to manage the media in order to maintain control of the incident but in the Channel 5 documentary it shows how the police used the media to try and appeal to the better nature of the potential kidnapper (initially the incident was treated as an abduction and not a murder) and how they used the media resources to have a positive impact. Soham The Murder of Holly and Jessica (2022)

The documentary also shows how there was generally a good relationship between the media and the police but also between the media and the residents of Soham, this was however until the announcement of the discovery of the bodies of Holly and Jessica. After the discovery of the bodies the locals were angry at the media and did not want to engage with them and the police had to intervein and ask all media outlets to leave the village. This documentary outlines the power that the media have and scale of the impact they can have on a police incident.
Although the police managed the media well in this case, following the aftermath of this incident, as expected a review was conducted internally by Soham police to see what areas they could have been improved on.

The review covered many areas for improvement and there were issues within the handling of information passed over to the media. In the article published by the Guardian journalist Steven Morris speaks about how police sources handed over information to members of the media without verifying the information in the hope of trying to find Holly and Jessica. S. Morris, (2003).

Within this report, Morris speaks to David Morris the coroner for South and West Cambridgeshire and he states how the police were under immense pressure from the media due to high profile of the case and the police felt the need to feed the media this information which later caused further issues for the police. 

The example used in the article published by Morris states how a taxi driver called in the police saying that he sighted the two girls in a green car and this information was immediately passed over to the media without it being verified and this led to thousands of phone calls across the country from people saying they had sighted the girls which was not the case.
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Essay three: 
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 


In this essay I am going to talk about a charity called Key4Life which focuses on young men. Their aim is to help young men from going to prison by giving them the support they need to choose a different direction, as well as supporting those who are already in prison to change their ways and give them the tools they need for when they get released. S. Bouygues, (2012).

Key4Lifes mission is to break the cycle of young males from re offending and according to Key4Life, offenders in the UK are costing the taxpayer around £18 billion a year. E. Hamilton, (2012). 
 Key4Life’s founder Eva Hamilton, states that 64% of all people who are released commit an offence within one year of being released, however their statistics show that out of the 400 offenders that Key4Life have worked with only 14% have reoffended within he first year of completing the programme. This does show that an early intervention can have a big effect. 
 
The figure of 64% is not reinforced by government statistics, as the government website states that 57.5% of all people released from prison in the first year reoffend. Gov.uk, (2020). It is, however, difficult to give an accurate indication as to which statistics are correct due to no clarity on the time period in which these statistics on behalf Key4Life where published and therefore not possible to determine how effective the programme is based on this alone.

Key4Life is also a charity that works in Bristol, London and Somerset so their statistics wont line up with national statistics, making it difficult to conclude their success via reoffending alone. 

According to Key4Life’s website, for them to put a male aged 18-25 through their programmes, which can cover a variety of things from working in the community with young people and introducing them to activities they may not have been exposed to before, is an average of £5,000.  They also offer further support in the form of therapy  to build resilience in young people, and their website states that the average cost of sending someone to prison is £37,000

In an article published by D.Clark in November 2022 it shows the average cost of sending someone to prison in the UK as being in excess of £48,000. D.Clark, (2022). Again, there is a discrepancy in figures which could be down to when these figures were published or economical factors such as the cost-of-living crisis impacting their figures. S. Norris, (2022).

Early intervention can be the difference in how a person’s life’s turns out, with so many young people re-offending when they come out of prison their futures can look bleak. Key4life states that 50% of all UK companies would not employ someone with a criminal record. Key4Life, (2012).

In a study published by a Mahalia Mayne in 2022, it showed that roughly half of all employers still would not employ someone with a criminal record. M. Mayne, (2022). However, Key4Life writes that once people have completed their programme, 60% of people are employed within a year. This does show the success that early intervention can have, however, it is important to remember that Key4Life is a charity for young males only. 

In a BBC article published in April 2022, it outlines how the charity has helped more than 500 people find jobs through their programmes. This is because the programme exposes young men to activities and opportunities that they may not otherwise have had. The programme broadens their horizons and enables them to get jobs in industries that they may not otherwise have been able to if it were not for Key4Life. BBC, (2022).

Another Bristol based charity who aim to help young men is A Band of Brothers. The charity shows similar statistics to Key4Life in re-offending rates and financial costs. A Band of Brothers does operate slightly differently in that they aim to mentor young men with one-to-one mentors to help them overcome their struggles. 

A Band of Brothers does show good success rates as according to their website, 73% of all people who took part in their programme were able to find jobs, 81% of participants showed an improvement in their mental health and over 80% of men showed less conflict in their relationships. M. Boyle, R. Olivier, and N. Roberts, (2009).
This last statistic does show evidence of early intervention having a positive impact on young men as according to UK statistics men are generally the aggressors in relationships leading to domestic violence. Women’s Aid report that in a three-year period from 2016-2019 in all domestic incidents 98% of them were the male being the aggressor. L. Chat, (2022).

Both charities have bases in Bristol and according to Varbes, a company specialising in statistics and data, show that crime in Bristol is high and has seen an increase in recent years. Varbes, (2022). 

Although Bristol is not in the top ten cities in the UK for the highest crime rates, an article published by Sian Elvin of the Metro it shows Bristol to be one of the highest crime areas in the Southwest of England and Wales. S. Elvin, (2022).

Research conducted by Zac Richardson from the University of Bristol shows that when males and females are arrested for their crimes, females generally have a better outcome and are less lightly to get as a severe punishment as a male. Z. Richardson, (2021).

All the above information could state why these charities are having such a high rate of success because there is a high crime rate in which men are heavily involved. As a result, they enter the criminal justice system and Charites such as Key4Life and A Band of Brothers end up stepping in to support a lot of the males.
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Essay four: 
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? 
You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 
 
In this essay I am going to look at the prison service and what they offer to inmates to attempt to rehabilitate them before their sentences end, I will also compare multiple prisons to view their success rates, what programmes are they run and how successful they are.
Arguably the most well-known prison in South Wales is Parc prison in Bridgend, which is run by the UKs biggest security company, G4S. Director of the prison,  Janet Wallgrove, stated, “The philosophy of our prisons is to rehabilitate residents and equip them to re-integrate into mainstream society on release”. J. Wallsgrove (2023).
Parc prison does provide inmates with many workshops and opportunities to complete governing body qualifications in order to increase their skill level while in prison so that by the time they leave, hopefully, they will be more employable. However, despite all that is on offer from the prison and their success in 2012, over £3million was granted to Parc prison by the Big Lottery Fund in order to provide inmates with further support. It does raise the question how successful their programmes are in rehabilitation if a further £3million is needed. BBC, (2012).
In 2016 Wales Online ran an article on what goes on inside Parc prison. Correspondent Andy Davies spoke to the prison’s head of family interventions services Corin Morgan-Armstrong who runs various programmes like the homework club. Parc prison is an all-male prison where they allow children to be with dads inside a nursery style facility. This is one programme used to help rehabilitate inmates as it allows them time with their families and according to Mr Armstrong, out of the 400 men who had participated in this programme less than a third of them have gone onto to reoffend. A. Davies, (2016). 
This programme of family interventions has received huge amounts of praise at a government level for its success and at the time was the first of its kind in Europe. The programme has been so successful in rehabilitating inmates it is being copied in Europe.
Parc prison has had some success with rehabilitating and, this could be down to its infrastructure surrounding it’s in house programmes but during its lifetime Parc prison has had plenty of funding. As previously mentioned, there was a grant of over £3million form the Big Lottery Fund.
In 2013 plans were announced for a £35 million investment in the prison. C. Owen, (2013).
As a result of the prison expansion in 2018, Bridgend County Borough Council took a £200,000 hit to their funding as money was taken from their budget to help support the prison. O. Donovan, (2018).
Despite Parc prison being privately run by G4S, as of December 2022 Bridgend County Brough Council has taken control of the social care. L. Smith, (2022).
Parc prison has proven to have levels of success in rehabilitation, this could be down to the fact that it is a privately run prison or because it’s well- funded. I will now look at a government funded prison to see how it compares. 
HMP Cardiff is a government run prison in the centre of Cardiff that houses approximately 800 inmates.
Like Parc prison and many others, Cardiff runs programmes within the prison to help inmates gain skills to make them more employable when their sentences expire. One of the most successful programmes run within Cardiff was the Clink restaurant. Around 2012 a restaurant next to Cardiff prison was open where it would be open to the public but run by inmates. According to Yvonne Thomas, the chief executive of the Clink charity group, they have trained over 400 inmates and as result this has helped people get and keep jobs. A. Lewis, (2022).
In 2022 it was announced that this programme would come to end and its impact on the prisoners is currently unknown. 
In a news article covered by the BBC in late 2019, it documents the prisoner’s lives and the culture within the prison. Between 2016 and 2019 an inspection of Cardiff prison was carried out, with some of the statistics being alarmingly high. 65% of all prisoners entering had a mental health issue, 38% of them had a drug or alcohol related issue, 40% of prisoners were either victims or aggressors of domestic violence and, worryingly, upon release from Cardiff prison, 47% of those who are released have no accommodation to go to. This could suggest that there are massive issues within he prison or a lack of working with the correct partnerships within the prison. J. Rees, (2022).
[image: Chart, waterfall chartDescription automatically generated]It could be argued that some of these statistics are not relevant due to some of these issues existing before the inmates enter the prison. The report also shows that Cardiff prison has significantly lower violent offences taking place compared with the national average in England and Wales prisons.
J. Rees, (2022).

However, in an article covered by Wales Online in 2018 (during the same time as the above inspection), this heavily disputes this claim.
Wales Online reporter Jessica Walford details a report conducted by the independent monitoring board until the end of year in 2017. The report shows a 50% increase in violence in the prison in 2016, assaults against prisoners increased by 15% and assaults on prison staff had increased by 160%. These issues are believed to be due to the drug spice entering into the prison. It is believed that many of these issues are down to lack of funding, poor facilities and lack of staff. J. Walford, (2018).
From the research  I have conducted, there does show differences between the two prisons and their level of success with rehabilitating offenders. It’s 
clear that there are lots of external reasons as to how successful a prison can run such as funding. This can be seen in the above research when comparing a privately run prison and government funded prison.
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