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Introduction
Brainstorming is one of the key learning techniques used in modern learning system with regard to promote creativity among students so that they can come up with their own ideas for academic purposes (Shrivastava & Shrivastava, 2018). In this particular report, the author will discuss brainstorming and the different aspects of brainstorming in academic life, highlight the definition of brainstorming, the significance of brainstorming in academic writing and the benefits of brainstorming in academic writing.

Brainstorming in academic writing 
Definition of brainstorming
According to Rawlinson (2017) - “Brainstorming denotes a group activity involved in generating ideas with the contribution from each member of the group so that the best idea or concept can be identified to meet the specific purpose by analyzing all the alternatives”. In the context of academic writing, brainstorming is used by students to produce their own ideas about the specific subject matter on which the academic writing will be undertaken and hence make a list of the points which will further enable the students to include maximum information in their writing and demonstrate their creativity in academic writing which will enhance the quality of their academic writing.
Significance of brainstorming in academic writing
As per Shrivastava and Shrivastava (2018), brainstorming is an effective technique for students in relation to generating ideas about their academic writing and identifying solutions to a specific problem where each member of the group involved in brainstorming contributes with their own ideas associated with the brainstorming purpose. The motive of the study was to find the capacity of students to write essays using brainstorming technique. The students were divided in two groups: control and experimental, each group included 30 members, selected randomly. The information was received through test and examined by using t-test. Studies have found that brainstorming enables students to learn more effectively within an integrated learning environment where each student will have the opportunity to learn effectively (Manuhutu, 2020). For instance, every student does not have equal quality and attributes and when they are involved in a brainstorming session with other students, comparatively weak students are able to get involved with students who have strong academic knowledge and skill. Therefore, they get the opportunity to generate better ideas with the help of other group members along with their contribution to it. Since brainstorming enable the free flow of information from every group member, it promotes creativity among the students and let them think more freely without any fear of judgement (Rawlinson, 2017). Every member of the group contributes by providing their own ideas and concepts regarding subject matter on which they are brainstorming and therefore they will have maximum ideas and concepts to include in their academic writing, they can provide the quality of their writing (IUP, 2021). Thus, the group member can generate, merge and refine ideas and concepts quickly and easily. Since the student has a checklist of which should be included in his writing, it also saves the time of the student and enhances the efficiency of his academic writing. Moreover, brainstorming enables the students to have an overall plan for their academic writing including what will be included in the writing and in which sequence all the topic and information will be included to enhance the quality of the academic writing (Manuhutu, 2020). Therefore, students will not waste their time by looking into inappropriate or irrelevant topics in relation to their academic writing. 
Brainstorming enables students to think critically about the subject of their academic writing and hence present ideas from different perspectives. After generating the list, the student will further provide their feedback regarding every idea and hence ensure the maximum quality of their academic writing by including only the essential and appropriate information into their writing (HajAlizadeh & Khorasani, 2016). It also improves the critical thinking skill which will enhance the learning ability of the student and enable them to achieve a better learning outcome. In case any problem arises during academic writing students can come up with the most appropriate solution to resolve the problem by analyzing different alternatives to solve the problem through brainstorming. Apart from this, McConnell (2019) has provided that “Brainstorming allows teams to reach conclusions by consensus, leading to a more well-rounded and better-informed path forward”. 
Above all, brainstorming is an effective learning technique using which students can think critically about an academic subject and hence list all the information and ideas to be included in the academic writing. With the group activity of brainstorming, students can produce quality academic writing with maximum relevant information and ideas and also resolve problems that arise during their academic writing more effectively (Banister, 2021). Thus, brainstorming enable students to ensure effective learning and better academic writing which will further lead to achieving a better academic outcome.
Challenges of brainstorming in academic writing
In the course of undertaking brainstorming session regarding conducting academic writing, the student may face several challenging factors which will affect the effectiveness of the academic writing. The major challenge in terms of brainstorming is the lack of coordination among the group members involved in brainstorming (HajAlizadeh & Khorasani, 2016). If the group members do not have sufficient coordination among them, they will not be able to reach proper conclusions regarding the problem subject to the brainstorming session (Shrivastava & Shrivastava, 2018). Apart from this, the language barrier can also be a major difficulty in brainstorming. For instance, if different group members are from different cultural backgrounds and have different languages, they will not be able to communicate their ideas effectively and provide feedback to each other properly which may affect the effectiveness of the brainstorming adversely (Rawlinson, 2017). Again, brainstorming is a group activity, and the weak teamwork skill of group members will create obstacles in producing appropriate outcome from the brainstorming session. Without effective teamwork skill, there will have a lack of coordination among the group members. 
Conclusion
Brainstorming is regarded as an effective learning technique in terms of enhancing the critical thinking ability of the students so that students can generate their own idea for their academic purpose (HajAlizadeh & Khorasani, 2016). In relation to academic writing, brainstorming enables a student to plan his academic writing, gather relevant information for the writing, merge and refine the writing as appropriate to ensure an appropriate piece of academic writing. However, with brainstorming, a student will be able to produce interactive academic writing with maximum quality which will lead the student to attain better academic and learning outcome. Apart from this, the student can also use brainstorming with regard to resolving problems during his academic writing.
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