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2.	What were ‘sewn-plank’ boats and how were they used?
McGrail and Kentley presented a paper about sewn plank boats at the National Maritime Museum in 1984. They stated that sewn plank boats are boats constructed by sewing planks together. 
How were they made?
These were wooden type boats, clinker built, with overlapping planks sewn together with flexible wood such as yew, willow or roots. This creates a monocoque shell where there is no frame, but the flexible outer can be fitted with an inner structure for support after building. This process was used before iron nails were developed and instead wooden pegs (treenails) were used to attach the thicker beams or planks.

What time frame?
The earliest record of sewn plank boats are the solar boats in Egypt, dated to 2600 BC. This was a development from building a boat with reeds. In other parts of the world, there are theories that these boats developed from hide covered frame boats, however unfortunately there is little or no physical evidence of this at the present time. The earliest ones found in the UK are the Ferriby boats dated back to the Bronze Age, from 2030-1680 BC. 
Other sewn plank boats can be found around UK waters. The Bronze Age Dover boat is a small craft, only 10 metres or two thirds of it was recovered. It was constructed using oak planks sewn together with yew fibres. It is possible it was wider than the Ferriby boats.

How they were used?
They were used by many traders for example fishermen, transporting goods up and down rivers. The British types, for example the Ferriby boats, were fairly small, about 40 feet long and almost 6 feet wide. These long and narrow boats were used at sea, possibly to transport goods across the North Sea. The sewn plank boats used by the Egyptians for their funerary processions were much larger and more decorative.

In conclusion, sewn plank boats were constructed by sewing planks together in a clinker built (overlapping) fashion to develop a monocoque hull. This style of construction can be dated back to the Bronze Age before iron nails were available to use in construction. Their main use was for the transport of goods and fishing and for use on rivers.



6.	How are historic shipwrecks protected in United Kingdom waters? Critically review legislation and approaches to management.
This question is divided into two parts, firstly looking at the way ships in UK waters are protected and secondly examining approaches to the management and preservation of these wrecks. 
These ships are protected under the law. The laws are Protection of Wrecks Act (1973), The Protection of Military Remains Act (1986), Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (1979) and Protection of Wrecks Ordinance 1977 (Falkland Islands). 
Under the 1973 Act, sites are listed and protected and it is illegal to dive on them without a licence or to damage them or remove items from them. The 1986 Act refers to military vessels which sank after 1914. This applies to both British and foreign vessels in UK territory waters. The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas act (1979) applies to Wales and Scotland, but not England. In addition, the vessels which sank in the Falkland Isles are protected under the Protection of Wrecks Ordinance 1977 (Falkland Islands).
Considering there are possibly thousands of wrecks around the UK coast, there are only about 72 protected wrecks within UK waters, for example the Mary Rose and HMS Colossus. 
Critically review legislation 
These wrecks might be legally protected under a number of acts, the biggest problem is how to police them. For example if a wreck is getting plundered, how long would it take for the police to get there, and would they be notified of a theft at sea? Certain wrecks, for example where the German Fleet were scuttled in Scapa Flow, Scotland, post World War I, (which is protected by Scottish Heritage) have been opened up as a tourist site for divers. This site is protected by the legislation and the tour guides have licences to dive on the wrecks and guide other divers around them. This helps to prevent plundering.
Critical review of management approaches
For these two wrecks mentioned above, different approaches have been used to conserve and protect the wreck. In the case of the Mary Rose, it was decided to lift the wreck from the seabed and preserve it on land. This approach can be very costly as it involves moving the wreck from a wet to a dry environment. Therefore in order to preserve the timbers and other artefacts, a museum and a conservation programme was developed. This scheme is still underway. The retrieval processes were developed as the project progressed and mistakes were made along the way. 
Another experimental project was the HMS Colossus, which was left in situ in fairly shallow waters. Stablilisation techniques were used due to the tidal currents and movement of the sediment levels in the location of the Isles of Scilly. In addition there was a reburial trial on this site. Here the artefacts were repatriated after examination and documentation, in order to gauge preservation for the future. Divers with a licence or accompanied by a tour guide are able to visit this wreck. This process is possibly less costly to maintain than the management and recovery of it on land.
In conclusion, the question asks how historic shipwrecks are protected within UK waters. There are a number of acts of legislation used to provide protection for certain wrecks, but only about 72 wrecks out of many thousands are covered by these laws. 
The major problem with this legislation is that it is difficult to enforce. Certain wrecks which have been protected have been made safe for tourist divers. This helps to ensure the site is well maintained for health and safety reasons and helps to generate income for the site and keeps it safe. This means they can be preserved for the future.
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