Chapter four – Data Analysis
4.1 Introduction:
This chapter’s purpose is to accomplish the objective of:
To analyse any information and data collected to comprehend if police dogs are effective as a resource and how officers perceive them.
 
This chapter will explore, analyse, and present the information and data that was collected through primary research. A survey was completed online by South Wales Police officers which collected 23 recipients. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk169721561]4.2 Data analysis:
Data analysis is what researchers use to extract meaning from the data that they have collected from their preferred method of primary research. This will form a pattern in the research. (Google Career Certificates, n.d.)
The data was collected from an online survey tool called Survey Monkey. This has serval advantages are that it is very user friendly and offer a range for customisation to help with data analysis visualising.  (Analytics, 2024) This is the most cost-effective way of completing data analysis. On the other hand data analysis depends on whether the data inputted such as survey questions are not biased, inaccurate, or unethical in order to make the data analysis process ethical and mitigate any risk. (Analytics, 2024)

[bookmark: _Hlk169721582]4.3 Demographics and Descriptive Statistics:
Every person who participated in the research survey was put into categories of role in South Wales Police. The survey or questionnaire was assembled from 23 Police officers all on active duty for South Wales Police. Every participant filled out the survey voluntarily and was listed as anonymous. The survey was disseminated throughout social media with only police officers who have access, such as a group chat on WhatsApp between my cohort of a police officer who joined South Wales Police and shared via the South Wales Police intranet ‘BOB’. Out of the 23 participants 16 people are attached to work on response, 2 people are attached to work in the investigative hub, 1 person is attached to work for the dog section, 1 person is attached to work in special operations, and 3 persons are attached to work on the neighbourhood policing team. Not persons specified another department. (Anon, n.d.) explains the importance of the data being clear and allows the reader to understand the findings with ease. The question was a part of the survey as the researcher was intrigued to understand which department the dog section has the biggest impact in.  
 
 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk169721642]4.4 Questionnaire findings:
All Police officers who undertook this survey gave their permission on the first questions for these findings to be included in this dissertation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk169721704]4.4.1 - Officers experience with the effectiveness of a police dog. 
By analysing the survey’s 23 answers it is leaning more toward the South Wales Police officers being witness to a police dog apprehending a suspect and assisting positively in an investigation. The data found that 61% of the police officers who took the survey had witnessed a police dog apprehend a suspect compared to 39% who hadn’t. This demonstrates a good attitude and clear evidence of police dogs being effective as a workforce. According to (GOV.UK, 2021) they explained in 2021 in the UK there is more effectiveness in apprehending suspects by using restrain tactics, 523,724 through more traditional policing where whereas only 34,021 suspects were apprehended by using the police dog. These statistics with the home office are conflicting with the researcher’s data findings. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk169721723]4.4.2 - Officers believe that police dogs contribute positively to public safety. 
By analysing the survey answers of 23 participants it is leaning more toward the South Wales Police officers believing that police dogs do contribute positively to public safety. The data suggests that 96% of officers believe this to be true. 4% answered this question not to be true. This coincides with (National police chiefs council, 2024)  as they explain that the deployment of a dog by a dog handler will need to meet the standards of being proportionate, legal, and accountable in order to be effective in keeping the public safe. 

[bookmark: _Hlk169721748]4.4.3- Officers’ description of the overall effectiveness of police dogs. 
By analysing the survey’s 23 answers it is clear that officers have a good perspective on the overall effectiveness of police dogs as 78.6% of the participants rated the description over 7 on a scale of 1 – 10. Whereas 17.3% of participants described the overall score as rated under 5. This coincides with the data from question 1 where the majority of officers' experience has been positive with dogs apprehending or aiding their investigations. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk169721768]4.4.4- Officers feeling of safety when police dogs are in attendance to operations. 
When analysing the 23 responses from the survey majority of South Wales Police Officers agree that having police dogs and their handlers at operational events such as football, or rugby events. Make them feel safer to carry out their job. 83% of officers agreed that they felt safer whereas 17% agreed that they did not. Not one person skipped this question. One person did give an opinion that the dog section is very impressive at the operational event and public order, they have a positive effect on the crowd just by their presence. There is a national standard course for dogs to participate in that to work alongside Counter Terrorism Forearms Officers and such events that provide less lethal force/tactics in order to control crowds and be used as a deterrence for crime. (national police chiefs council, 2024)

[bookmark: _Hlk169721796]4.4.5 - Officers' thoughts on how well-trained police dogs are:
When analysing the 23 responses from the survey all participants 100% agreed that they think police dogs are well trained to do their duties. This coincides with the questions before this as the majority of officers believe the police dogs in the UK are a positive attribute to the force. (national police chiefs council, 2024)  does explain UK police have a job role that supports dog handlers and police dogs with their training. They manage risk, safety, and training. Most police dog trainers have the responsibility of being dog instructors who have a responsibility to make sure all police dogs in the department are up to standard with all relevant training as per the National Police Chiefs Council police dog standards and any other individual force policies. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk169721817]4.4.6 - Officer suggestion on feedback to the dog section to make them more effective:
When analysing the 23 responses from the survey 13 participants agreed that they were was no need for any improvements from the dog section however, 5 participants all agreed that the dog section needed more staff, dog handlers, dogs, and funding. One participant clarified and explained the reasoning for this because, Quoted, ‘Generally when police dog handlers attend, it is too late and the suspect has fled and there is no point in deploying the dog.’ 
Therefore, having more staff to cover more areas would be beneficial and allow the dog section to become more efficient. One participant made a suggestion to have a dog handler stationed at each station.  One participant explained the dog section would need better equipment to be more efficient such as better dog lead and better rewards such as dog toys and treats. Others recommended that the dog be more open with the other department such as response so the response officers can learn how to do a better job in aid of the police dogs. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk169721851]4.4.7 - Officers describing the public perception of the dog section?
When analysing the 23 responses from the survey all 23 participants answered this question and the majority of the respondents agreed that the dog section's reputation with the public was voted as ‘outstanding.’ 8 participants agreed that the dog section's reputation was ‘good’. Another 2 agreed that the dog section reputation was ‘okay’ and 1 participant agreed that it was ‘bad.’ On conducting some research on South Wales Police's social media pages it is clear that South Wales Police use a lot of police dog pictures as to update the public on certain posts. South Wales Police recently did an update on their recent puppies that they added to the section. It was a very positive and light post that gained over 55 comments, over 570 likes, and 9 Shares. This data coincides with the majority of participants agreeing that the dog section's reputation with the public is outstanding and/or good.


[bookmark: _Hlk169721873]4.4.8 - Officers' final opinion on how effective the dog section is in deterring crime:
When analysing the 23 responses from the survey all 23 participants answered this question 46% agreeing that the police dog section effective in deterring crime. 26% agreed that the police dog section was outstanding in deterring crime. 46% agree that the police dog section is ‘good’ in deterring crime. 46% agree that the police dog section is ‘okay’ in deterring crime. 0% of participants agreed that the dog section was ‘bad’ in deterring crime. 
 
4.5 - Conclusion:
This chapter has achieved the third objective: 
 To analyse the data collected and gain insights into the correlation between offices and the dog section, as well as their perception of the effectiveness of the dog section in policing. 




