
Llanllyr – Landscape Characterisation

[bookmark: _Int_4BENKcv9]Situated in the west of Wales, Ceredigion is, compared to the rest of Wales, a relatively flat area. With a population density of 40 people per square kilometer[footnoteRef:5763], the modern county is home to several campsites, caravan parks, and nature reserves, such as the Coed Maen Arthur woodland[footnoteRef:18173]. Today, Ceredigion is connected to the eastern side of Wales and the boarder of England by the A44, running across the country from Aberystwyth, and the railways, enabling travel north, south, and east of the county. The spattering of A roads connects the coastal towns of Aberaeron and Aberystwyth, whose beaches make for popular tourist destinations, as well as being concentrated areas of population within the county. Whilst being a picturesque spot with its brightly coloured houses and seaside views, the likes of Aberaeron are still home to a total of 71,500 people across the county[footnoteRef:11574]. Large shopping centres and supermarkets can be found in the larger towns and cities, along with hospitals, police, and fire stations. A hydroelectric plant sits along one of the many rivers found within the county, the Afon Rheidol, and is the largest of its kind in England and Wales, powering over 25,000 homes each year[footnoteRef:15421]. [image: ] [5763:  (Population Density - Census Maps, ONS, 2021)]  [18173:  (Natural Resources Wales / Coed Maen Arthur Woodland, near Aberystwyth, n.d.)]  [11574:  (How the Population Changed in Ceredigion, Census 2021 - ONS, 2021)]  [15421:  (Rheidol Hydropower Plant, n.d.)] 

[bookmark: _Int_RKrIMHCf][bookmark: _Int_NW25mchn]The ninety-six kilometer coastline[footnoteRef:7230] that faces out towards the Irish Sea may today be popular for its views, but in the eighteenth century it served the British Empire in their expansion across the globe through maritime, and in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, aided with the movement of residents to North and South America, or the ‘New World.’[footnoteRef:27103] Lead mines in the Ystwyth valley meant migration to the county in the interest in business, even with the difficulties those moving faced with getting over the hills surrounding it[footnoteRef:16959]. The success of coastal trade was short lived, however, finding lows in the late nineteenth century alongside the decline in mining operations[footnoteRef:14072], with the holiday resorts previously established in the nineteenth century for the same picturesque views people search for today becoming a driving force for visitation. The coast is not the only part of Ceredigion's history. Pillboxes from the Second World War stand guard along its inland roads, mounds from the medieval era, once home to castles and princely estates, jut out from the landscape. The Roman fort in Trawseoed watches over the road between Llanis and Penllwyn as it crosses over the river Ystwyth[footnoteRef:12213], and another in Llanddein Brefi watches over the crossing of the river Teifi[footnoteRef:7337]. Cairns - mounds of stones[footnoteRef:22308] dating back to the Bronze Age signifying a memorial or landmark - show that Ceredigion's history stretches far back into time and likely beyond what can be seen. [7230:  (Wales Coast Path - Ceredigion County Council, n.d.)]  [27103:  (Lloyd et al., 2006)]  [16959:  (Lloyd et al., 2006)]  [14072:  (Lloyd et al., 2006)]  [12213:  (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, 1959)]  [7337:  (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, n.d.)]  [22308:  (Stevenson, 2011)] 


Prehistory in Ceredigion is just as rich as other periods of time. Barrows, which are ancient burial mounds[footnoteRef:2849], are a common sight and usually paired with cairns, such as the Carn Wen Round Cairn in Llangynfelyn[footnoteRef:9841]. Standing stones are also present in the landscape[footnoteRef:17401], but arrangements of stones are not the only evidence of prehistoric activity. Castell Bach resides in Llandysiliogogo as one of the few coastal forts in Ceredigion[footnoteRef:32506]. The arrival of the Romans lead to the building of several forts throughout the county, such as the previously mentioned fort i[image: ]n Trawseoed, visible only from parchmarks, where archaeology beneath the surface of the topsoil is visible[footnoteRef:9608], identified from the air in the twentieth century. Similarly, the medieval era saw the construction of castles in the form of motte and bailey castles, moated sites, and simply castles. Some castles, such as Aberystwyth castle, have large areas that still stand today, for instance the impressive north tower gateway. Other sites, like the motte and bailey Stephen’s Castle in Lampeter, have much less remaining, with the mentioned having the motte still visible today, but the location of the bailey unknown[footnoteRef:31837].  [2849:  (Stevenson, 2011)]  [9841:  (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, 2007)]  [17401:  (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, 2006)]  [32506:  (Driver, 2021)]  [9608:  (Levick, 2011)]  [31837: (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, 1949)] 

[bookmark: _Int_smf2fDwk]The medieval era saw the construction of more than just castles, however. Founded in 1184, Strata Florida is a Cistercian abbey that sits along the banks of the Afon Teifi, east of Pontrhydfendigaid[footnoteRef:4479]. It is said to be a ‘centre for culture production’[footnoteRef:9728] for Welsh language and literacy, with celebrated poets and bards having been buried on the site. The foundations of the abbey are still preserved today, the walls of the church obvious and the western gate still standing. The site once had more than just the church, with a choir and dormitories being a part of the larger structure[footnoteRef:2482]. Despite changing hands over time, the abbey remained Cistercian, a branch of Catholicism founded near Dijon in France[footnoteRef:29872], and was home to monks until its dissolution in 1539 with just seven monks and their abbot, the head of the abbey[footnoteRef:21033], still within the community[footnoteRef:26035]. The site has withstood more than just the test of time, also withstanding the wrath of campaigns from England. First, King John ordered its destruction in 1212, then the passing of Edward I in 1276 and 1277 resulted in damages, followed by English troops destroying the site during a Welsh revolt[footnoteRef:27027]. Disputes over who should be abbot occurred, resulting in armed occupation of the abbey[footnoteRef:22299]. Monetary trouble fell upon the abbey in the sixteenth century, ultimately leading to its dissolution[footnoteRef:31752]. [image: ] [4479:  (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, 1919)]  [9728:  (Burton & Stöber, 2015)]  [2482:  (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, 1919)]  [29872:  (Stevenson, 2011)
]  [21033:  (Stevenson, 2011)
]  [26035:  (Burton & Stöber, 2015)]  [27027:  (Burton & Stöber, 2015)
]  [22299:  (Burton & Stöber, 2015)]  [31752:  (Scheduled Monument - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports, 1919)] 


The history of Ceredigion is not just shown in its historical sites, but also in the formation of the land in the county. Glaciers are formed high in mountains by the compression of snow that has not melted. Layers of snow build up, resulting in lower layers becoming icy from the weight of the snow above them[footnoteRef:18442]. Eventually, the glaciers move from the mountains down, working their way out to the sea, leaving a path behind them characterised by rounded and polished rocks[footnoteRef:18434]. Corrosion of the ground as they move also occurs, as well as the distribution of sediment during melting[footnoteRef:26448]. The topography surrounding the river Aeron shows this, with a valley starting around hills that are 200 to 300 meters above sea level that moves towards the sea and where Aberaeron is today[footnoteRef:7183]. This ‘carving’ of the valley is likely to have occurred in the last Ice Age, which ended around 19,000 years ago[footnoteRef:27227].  The receding glaciers left a lake in their path at the bottom of the valley, providing a place for early humans to visit for activities such as fishing[footnoteRef:7943]. [image: ][footnoteRef:25799] [18442:  (“Glaciers–Their Formation and Their March,” 1890)]  [18434:  (“Glaciers–Their Formation and Their March,” 1890)]  [26448:  (“Glaciers–Their Formation and Their March,” 1890)]  [7183: (Wales Topographic Map, Elevation, Terrain, n.d.)
 ]  [27227:  (Dubey, 2019)]  [7943:  (Bates, 2024)]  [25799: (Wales Topographic Map, Elevation, Terrain, n.d.) ] 

The natural geography of Ceredigion, with its rivers, valleys, and resource rich hills, created an ideal place for humans to settle and for villages to grow. As a result, the county has seen much human activity, from early humans creating memorials and landmarks, through to the expansion of the Roman Empire into northern Europe, the conquest of the Normans and the English through Wales, the pillboxes built in the defence of Britain in the Second World War, and the introduction of twenty mile per hour roads. It has experienced bustling trade routes out into the Irish Sea, the construction of railways and roads, migration, as well as reduced populations and the decline of trade. The historical landscape of Ceredigion is vast and stretches across millennia, resulting in a county with a rich history to explore. 
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Aberystwyth's pebble beach, facing west across
the Irish Sea to Ireland.
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