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1.The term ‘terrorism’ is a loaded, problematic phrase with equally annoying connotations for our modern climate. Nowadays it is too commonly thrown around blindly at people who intentionally or otherwise, fill a preconceived but ignorant criteria. The primary issue is that terrorism and all of its components is not a ‘new issue’ and therefore we should in actuality have a better grasp on the associated implications that those cast on their peers, neighbours or others known because their beliefs are overlapping or tainted by groups who use outlandish excuses to justify their means.  Not all groups could or rightfully should be branded like this, although there are those few groups who truly have earnt their deserved generalisation of being a terrorist.

2. AL Qaeda

2.1 When hearing the phrase ‘terrorism’ or ‘terrorist’ at present, most will likely reflect to  larger, freshly established or more thoroughly discussed groups come to mind such as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, better known as ISIS/ISIL and  Al  Qaeda. This is a fair assumption given that these notorious groups are still very much active  and  therefore are expected to fall under the category of what your everyday person thinks to when an act of terror takes place. According to the Crown Prosecution Service, (CPS) Terrorism and or acts of terror in and out of the UK are identified as means of fearmongering “designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public.” Along with this, the CPS also refer to how the modern definition of terrorism is classified once it fulfils the prerequisite of  a political, religious, racial or ideological cause or agenda. (Crown Prosecution Service, 2021)
2.2 With the officially accepted definition being considered, it is now relevant to ponder how the aforementioned definition came to be. This would only have come into place over time as events have played out and new laws and legislation have attempted to combat and deter terrorist acts. (BBC News, 2015) Since the events of the 7/7 bombings in 2005, the UK alone has had numerous attacks that have scarred the public and fuelled the agenda of the attackers and their believed cause. 
2.3 A modern case to look at in this sense would be ISIS, who in its near 20-year lifespan has remained in hearts and minds of the public, not for its former connections or ties with Al Qaeda, but for its attack on innocents around the world all while claiming that it was justified by their religion. It is vital to point out that Islam and ISIS are two very different entities with very minor overlapping. (Byman, 2015) Unfortunately, due to this slight overlap and large-scale ignorance when regarding followers of Islam, innocent believers of the religion get lumped in with those of actual terrorist beliefs. “Religious narratives are a potent element in the discourse of violent jihadism”. Halverson et al 2011. This refers to how there has already been and continues to be a cruel misconception between the public perception of Islam and terrorist groups who commit atrocious acts in the name of the religion and beliefs. 
2.4 These misconceptions stem from the ideology of Al Queda  where when closely examined, it becomes evidently clear how much influence and inspiration religion has on those whom serve Al Qaeda. It is recorded that the former leader and founder of Al Qaeda, Osama Bin Laden was recorded stating “God willing, the end of America is imminent. Its end is not dependant on the survival of this slave to God.” Rabasa et al 2006. It should be further noted that this quote was reported on December 27th, 2001, three months after the horrific events of the now historic 9/11 attack on the World Trade Centre. (Britannica, 2019) 
2.5 This is important to keep in the forefront of thought as two decades after the most notorious terror attack in human history, it can be both argued and proven that Al Qaeda has only grown stronger. According to Leah Farrall, Al Qaeda has “more members, greater geographic reach and a level of ideological sophistication and influence that it missed ten years ago”. (Farrall, 2011) This shows how Al Qaeda are both well-equipped and willing to consciously perform and carry out their attacks by a multitude of means and methods. As previously mentioned, Al Qaeda became world renowned the day they successfully attacked the World Trade Centre which would be classified as a suicide bombing/hijacking. With this considered, Al Qaeda have been recorded carrying out many more attacks utilising IED’S or improvised explosive devices to cause chaos, incite fear, kill unsuspecting civilians and cause structural damage. In 1981, a similar attack was carried out on the Iraqi Embassy in Beirut, killing 61 and injuring well over one hundred more. All of this caused by just one car bomb. (Vanessa Harmon, 2018)
Other standout or more unique methods of conspiracy or attacks include shootings, surface to air missiles and chemical attacks such as when Kamel Bourgass, known to have direct links with Al Qaeda, was convicted of plotting to manufacture and spread poisons along with fatally stabbing a police officer during his arrest. (Hoe, 2021)  
2.6 With all of this above in mind, it is extremely clear how that the publics general opinion and the law are in full agreement when sentencing and classifying Al Qaeda as a terrorist group. When considering the fact that they have been present since 1988 and are still active today, 33 years later, it is easy to see why and how much of what we know about terrorism and what we have in the Terrorism Act 2000, the foundations of this act was built during the most prevalent era for Al Qaeda. (GOV.UK, 2021)

3. Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant

3.1 With all of the terror and atrocities that Al Qaeda have raised or directly incited in the last three decades, they are not the only Terror group that poses a threat on a global scale. As a matter of fact, Al Qaeda lost the limelight to a splintered faction of the own cause, this being the well-known Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, or ISIS/ISIL. Where factions such as Al Qaeda and even the Taliban made themselves notorious through their use of vicious guerrilla warfare, ISIL have stood out more so in the modern climate as they have completely and successfully weaponed social media to the degree which no other terrorist branch has ever come close to. (Deutch, 2018) ISIL have used the internet to spread propaganda, hate speech and orders around the world all the while posting their agenda all over the internet with no fear of judgement or repercussion. As reported by Security Correspondent Gordan Corera,  ISIL are still very much able to evade detections on some of the larger and more prolific sites such as Facebook and Twitter despite such sites making claims that no such accounts existed or that these types of posts were being deleted. Gordon later on was quoted saying “Networks of ISIS supporters were also found to be plotting, preparing and launching 'raids' on other Facebook pages, including those belonging to the US military and political leaders”. (Corera, 2020) This just further indicates that ISIL have found a hole in gap in our structure and have been able to take full advantage of it. This does not even factor in the issue that there are many social media platforms that all its users to retain  complete anonymity while having the ability to post, save and share whatever they please. (Yarchi, 2019)
3.2 With all of this said, that is not the only tool in the Islamic State arsenal as they have made their agenda and beliefs known more so through their successful attacks not unlike Al Qaeda however in the last decade, ISIL have shown that their reach is much further as they have repeatedly pulled off attacks in a multitude of locations with varying methods when they do so.
3.3 ISIL have been known for and publicly taken claim/responsibility for numerous attacks ranging from kidnapping to large scale bombing. (MI5, 2021) One of the more scandalous suicide bombing attacks in recent history which shook public perception of ISIL would be the Manchester Arena Bombing back in May 2017. The attack was carried out by Salman Abedi and was aided by his brother Hashem Abedi. Salman used what is called a ‘TATP nail bomb’ which took the lives of 23 including Salman and injured 1017 others. Hashem is currently still in prison serving his 55-year sentence. (BBC News, 2020) The grounds on which this attack stood out further that prior attacks was that it took place at an event where many children were attending which greatly implies and demonstrates that they were openly considered targets by both attackers. This understandably shook the world and painted a greater sense of distain for ISIL.
3.4 With this taken into account, just like when addressing Al Qaeda, it is clear to understand both and why public perception is so hostile to these terrorist groups although is does not justify the broad hatred and animosity received by many who follow Islam. Those who are ignorant and uneducated in these affairs cast a negative shadow over those who differ in their religious belief which hurts communities, promotes racist ideologies and may even be the catalyst for someone to join these terrorist groups after feeling all of this hate and targeted oppression.

3.5 With what has been covered so far, the impression may be that all terrorist conflict originates in the Eastern region of the globe, however this is quite simply false as there has always been conflict and therefore acts of terror are prone to pop up wherever one or both sides of an ideology opposes the other, on any scale, by any means, in any country.  A prime example of this to consider would be The Irish Republican Army or IRA.
4. Provisional Irish Republican Army
4.1 The IRA are a group of proud nationalists who wish to “render the British rule in Ireland ineffective and thus to assist in achieving the broader objective of an independent republic”. Arthur et al 2019. The IRA were a successor of an alternative nationalist organisation called ‘The Irish Volunteers’ who were founded in 1913. In 1919, the Irish Volunteers were either taken over or absorbed by the now IRA. By using armed force, the IRA were able to periodically take the upper hand in the attempt of independence. During the period of 1919-1921, the IRA were raising their efforts and worsening their methods to oppose the British rule. They started carrying out raids, ambushes and active sabotage. These guerrilla warfare tactics were thought up from their new leader of the time named Michael Collins in an attempt to strongarm the British government to negotiate. (Networks, 2020) On the strength of this, two fresh political entities were born, one being the Irish Free State which was granted dominion status amongst the British Empire. The other entity was Northern Ireland.
4.2  the late 1960’s, when the conflict between North Ireland and Britain had been at its worst, due to the three decades of discord which has led to over 3000 deaths. With this in mind, it is difficult to state whether it could be argued that the IRA would be classed as a terrorist group as considering all that they have partaken in, yet they have been a far more reasonable and cooperative faction since the early 2000’s and have even stated that they “had ended its armed campaign and instead would pursue only peaceful means to achieve its objectives.” (MI5, 2021)
4.3 Unlike terrorist organisations such as Al Qaeda and ISIL, the IRA have been made compromises and been willing to meet the British Government in the middle to prevent casualties on either side and to end the needless violence. On top of this, most of the IRA’s worst attacks and methods took place before the Terrorism Act 2000 was brought into place so an argument for and against the IRA being classified as an active terrorist faction could be comfortably debated to a stalemate. Another example of questionable methods from sympathetic individuals would be Meibion Glyndwr.
5. Meibion Glyndwr

5.1 Meibion Glyndwr was a Welsh nationalist party which was in direct opposition to the declining loss of the Welsh culture and language. They were conceived as a response to many large properties being bought by wealthy Englishmen to use as holiday homes which inadvertently forced up the house prices far beyond reasonable means for the locals. (TRAC, 2004) Over the span of twelve years, the movement targeted these English-bought homes and destroyed 228 properties through the act of firebomb attacks.
5.2 What stood out most about the incidents was that there were never anyone in the properties leaving the attacks to go on without anyone suffering any physical pain or distress. By the time that the Police were able to put a stop to all of these attacks, they only convicted, then jailed one man named Sion Aubrey Roberts, ’then 21 who was jailed for 12 years. (Crump, 2015) This is why there was such an uneasy process when handling this particular issue as there was unforgivable acts being carried out by those with understandable anger that acted on behalf of people in sympathetic circumstances. All of this layered on top of the fact that Meibion Glyndwr did not officially go after individuals. It becomes a difficult mess on whether if the Glyndwr was looked upon in a modern setting, would it still be outright called a ‘terrorist attack’.

6. To Summarise what has been covered, it is no simple task to simply define terrorism as it is a complex, ever-evolving problem which will likely always mutate to fit the modern issue or narrative. Some terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda or ISIL can be and have been considered terror groups since the point of their conception due to their ideology, statements and methods being violently hateful or archaic. Meanwhile, Other groups could be viewed at differently, Such as the IRA or Meibion Glyndwr as their methods may shock but their means are understood or could at the very least, be commiserated. All in all, The general take on terrorism needs to be reassessed to bring it up to date with what is the public and the government consider a risk in the modern climate.
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