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Essay one 
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
This essay will identify historical instances of malpractice or misconduct that have had an impact on contemporary professional policing. It will be examined how these past events have had an impact on the rise professional standards. 
Professionalism in policing is a core fundamental role, which assists police officer in upholding the highest professional standards in their service and duty to the public, this is highlighted in the Code of Ethics. (Code Ethics, 2014).  
The Brixton Riots 1981 shaped modern policing, as reports of police brutality and inappropriate stop searches against black members of the community lead to an irate mob, demonstrating against the metropolitan police, (Peplow, 2019). Within policing it is fundamental that the public have a trust in the police officers on duty serving their communities. The Police And Criminal Evidence Act 1984, has been influenced by the Brixton riots, modern day police officers now must be accountable and transparent in their stop searches. As a result, stop and search records as well as body worn video recordings are now available for the public whether they involved in the search or not. Therefore, this holds constables accountable in insurance that they are operating under PACE 1984, therefore preventing any malpractice.  
Although, PACE 1984 was already established, there have been incidents of continued police malpractice. The investigation into the murder of Lynette White has identified misconduct from the officers dealing with the case to due to unlawful arrests and failing to uphold the standards of practice in interview of the suspects. (South Wales Police, 2021). South Wales Police has emerged as a pioneer in the field of evaluating big criminal cases, by changing their investigative methods including having an appropriate adult for interview when necessary as well as providing a duty solicitor for legal advice. This has now helped officers to ensure they are upholding the rights and entailments of those in police custody and interview as well maintain an impartial and fair investigation, therefore influencing modern policing in protecting vulnerable people and preventing any malpractice. (South Wales Police, 2021).
The College of Policing, (2023) discuss the importance of professional standards within the police, which ensure that complaints and misconduct are managed and investigated appropriately, therefore this ensures that the public can trust police officers, preventing loss in confidence in the police service. The College of Policing (2023) adds that The Professional Standards in policing today help to ensure that are less incidents of misconduct and malpractice in modern day policing, which safeguards the officers, improves understanding of their duty of care and maintains good relations with the public. The Independent Office of Police Conduct, (IOPC, 2022) was established to boost public trust in the police complaints system, by encouraging agencies to improve their practices. Additionally, it investigates significant complaints and claims of wrongdoing against the police, preventing the discrimination and misconduct that triggered the Brixton Riots. The importance of correctly processing these cases is discussed for forces handling discrimination accusations. 
Another independent body that independently assess the effectiveness of the police and aids in investigates significant complaints to prevent misconduct is His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS). According to HMICFRS, (2022) their role is to their monitor and create reports of the efficiency of the police, by placing those forces under pressure on the factors that they require improvement on, as well as make their notes, reports, and findings accessible to the public. Additionally, they offer top standard advice to those services under review to make them the excellent standard that the public demand and deserve. The significance of transparency and accountability that this independent department provides, is a dominant principle for positive progression and improvement for all police services. 
Moreover, the importance of effective leadership within policing is discussed to ensure professional standards throughout the service starting with higher ranking officers to those beginning their career in training is maintained throughout the force. Dijk, et al (2015) clarifies this by suggesting that UK police forces have a more impactive style of policing, as leadership, policing by consent and upholding the peels principles to be more effective and received more positively by the public. Leading by example and learning from lessons, ensures positive direction for the future of policing. 
Innes, et al (2020) discusses how a sense of disenchantment was starting to become apparent between the public and the police and members of the community were losing confidence in the reporting of crime in their area due to lack of confidence and trust in the police. Therefore, crime may be perceived as low in an area when in fact this is not the case as offences are not being brought to the attention of police officers, this can lead to further aggravated factors of crime that can have a negative impact on the community. Lack of communication between the public and the police will cause strain on the police service and producing more crime, as well as have a negative effect on the community cohesion. In short effective communication between the public and the police is fundamental. 
 Innes, et al (2020) adds that reassurance policing is separate to general response policing, it is a department within the force that would deal with low level crime and take on more patrols for a policing presence. Reassurance policing is paramount in order for police to be accessible at all levels of crime within a community, as well as positively develop community cohesion. Reassuring and protecting the public is arguably the main service the police offer to their communities; the police should be as approachable and accessible as possible. 
To conclude, historical incidents such as the Brixton Riots and the Investigation into Lynette White, have demonstrated that misconduct or malpractice of persons in a position of power has had a tremendous negative effect on public perception of the police and the communities they serve. Furthermore, constabularies across the UK are constantly adapting and improving to prevent a repeat of history, while being supported and reviewed by independent parties to maintain and improve professional standards.  
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Essay Two 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
This answer will explain the advantages and disadvantages of media coverage in relation to policing strategies, and the affect that the media has had on current police strategies, also how the effect of high-profile media incidents have influenced public perception of the police and impacted victims. 
An investigation called Operation Yewtree identified child abuse and sexual assault claims against public figures, the exposure from the media of this investigation had significant ramifications (Walton J, 2022). The Home Affairs Committee (2013) supports this; a report on both the police and the media’s involvement in the high-profile investigation was released explaining how impactive the media platform was for Operation Yewtree in both a positive and negative way. Some benefits include a high number of witnesses and aggrieved coming forward, however, there was a considerable number of names published in the media of potential offenders who subsequently were found innocent after the investigation. This led to a devastating effect on those involved. Furthermore, during Operation Yewtree the media assisted police by asking the public for their help in their investigation and encouraging victims and witnesses coming forward, The College of Policing, (2023) suggests that it is crucial for that the police services and media work well together in order to reach out to the public and aid in crime solving efforts, the prosecution of offenders and community safely. However, further issues arose by multiple victims coming forward to police, leading to a strain on the service and victims not getting the support required. The significance of handling crime appropriately had been identified due to media coverage from incidents like Operation Yewtree where standards were not met. 
On the whole, the media strategy that was used by the police in Operation Yewtree was effective in terms of identifying suspects and victims, however its rapid growing scale and proportion was unprecedented resulting in police being overwhelmed. Significant gains from the police service were recognised by specialised support organisations and victim advocates, many of which were connected to the creation of a victim focused service, contributing to a positive direction for the future of policing (Rowe and Macauley, 2019). The management of sexual assault cases, the investigation of such crimes and the treatment as well as care provided to victims have all undergone long-term changes within the police services. 
The tragic death of Baby Peter Connelly is another example of how media coverage can affect policing strategies, when Baby Peter was admitted into hospital with injuries that were thought to be not accidental, the police began to engage with multidisciplinary teams. There were clear signs of miscommunication and failed risk assessments between partner agencies and the police, resulting in the failed safeguarding of Baby Peter. (Parish, E. 2014) The primary focus of public protection is frequently seen as the safeguarding of children, instances of child abuse typically result in widespread public outcry and media coverage due to the public’s intense concern for the welfare of children. The media frequently makes accusations about the services that work in this field of public protection as a response of worry to the standards being set. (Wate and Russel. 2015). Adding to this, the media coverage of Baby Peter resulted in a negative impact on public protection in policing resulting in the police being scrutinised in their investigation methods and safeguarding, as well as impacting the public perception of the police portraying the service in a negative light. In addition, the negative impact resulting from the media coverage of Baby Peter enhanced how the police focus on improving multiagency collaboration as well as information sharing between those agencies, aiding in the safeguarding of vulnerable children. According to Cheminais, (2009), there are vast benefits to collaborative multi-agency working in public protection, it can help create a cohesive community approach between the agencies and the police resulting in ownership over safeguarding being more apparent, thus avoiding neglect or overlap of support required. Cheminais (2009) continues by stating that improved co-ordination between the police and relevant services can result in; more personalised referrals, raised awareness, agencies working together for the same outcome and amplified trust between agencies and the public. The importance of working with partner agencies is paramount for the police to deliver the best possible safeguarding to the most vulnerable members of the community, as well as improve the public’s response to referrals made by the police as they are supported by relevant agencies. 
	There have been beneficial effects from the media felt by modern policing resulting in new policies and amended legislation, however they have stemmed from negative effects as stated. In addition, it can help the public understand the police’s actions and motivations, the media has improved officers’ transparency and accountability by giving the public a platform to examine police activities. (The College of Policing, 2023) The importance of the police being transparent and accountable is vital to the communities that they serve. Not only would a lack of honesty create mistrust between the public and the officers that serve them, but it would also create concerns for the prosecution system and the entire investigation process.  
	In conclusion, the media has had a profound influence on contemporary policing, it has contributed to the accountability and transparency required by police, as well as the importance of working with partner agencies to reach more desirable outcomes in public protection. Both Operation Yewtree and Baby Peter have displayed how impactive the media can influence an investigation, especially by allowing members of the public to have a voice and hold the police accountable. 
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Essay three
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending?
The central premise of this essay will be to analyse what makes early intervention beneficial in preventing youth from offending or re-offending. 
The fundamental principle of early prevention and the stance that the police have is illustrated by Solomon and Blyth (2009), who stated that; the police services and the criminal justice service both agree that prevention is the most logical course of action for handling crime, recent years have seen a significant increase in the emphasis placed on early prevention projects and initiatives that aim to target specific individuals as early as feasible. Naturally, these initiatives have focused on young people who are thought to be at risk of developing into the offenders of the future. 
Farrington, et al (2006) have established an essential point to identifying potential youth offenders, which include risk factors that these specific young people are exposed to, some of which are circumstantial, and others are behavioural. These factors include, growing up in a poor or high-crime neighbourhood, the individual being highly impulsive, not doing well in school, having criminal parents, or having parental conflict at home, additionally these risk factors are linked to a high probability of later offending. Generally, these factors being identified can act as a guide for officers identifying and dealing with young offenders as well as establishing what support can be put in place to aid in prevention. Adding to this, an effective way that police services are going to have a positive impact on early prevention, is working in collaboration with and supporting schools with inputs in antisocial behaviour, safety awareness and substance misuse lectures. Thereby educating young people in the community as well as offering safeguarding and if required restorative justice approaches to prevent further incidents, (Dewis Cymru, 2023). By and large, positive community engagement and targeting the younger members of the community by the police is the most effective method of prevention of crime and educating. 
Weisburd, et al (2016) discusses that person-based primary prevention has supported young people in a positive way from offending or reoffending, according to their report there are three main person-based prevention methods; mentoring, opportunities provision for gang prevention and diversions from formal processing. The author has arrived at the conclusion that young offenders who received non-court resolutions, restorative justice or educational outcomes were less likely to commit crimes again, compared to those of the same age who received no further action on their investigation. It is not just the police that can aid in the prevention of offending and reoffending, but the communities themselves can have the most effective impact. According to Gill ‘et al’ (2016) primary prevention projects are neighbourhood-based efforts that attempt to prevent crime at its root, such as neighbourhood watch that work with the police to include locals in identifying and modifying harmful conditions or behaviours. Programmes and tactics for secondary prevention that target convicted criminals also include community-based penalties like electronic monitoring, these tactics enable the perpetrators to live in the neighbourhood while being watched over. Both strategies are important as they allow both the community and the police work together in the prevention of crime as well as promote positive community cohesion, additionally allowing young offenders to receive support from members of the community and agencies.  
 	The College of Policing (2022) explains how restorative justice assists criminals in taking responsibility for their crimes, restorative justice offers the police a chance to support and improve outcomes for victims of crime as well as prevent reoffending and potentially divert offenders from the criminal justice system. In general, restorative justice has been beneficial in preventing reoffending as well as educating potential offenders which is aiding in the reduction of crime overall. Yang ‘et al’ (2021) supports the use of restorative justice in the prevention of crime by stating that theft victims would prefer that the stolen item be returned to them without further punishment for the offender. Adding that victims poses a strong tendency to restore justice, which centres on ensuring the well-being of the victim and not necessarily the impact on the offender. It can therefore be established that there must be a proportionate outcome in relation to the crime, by actioning this not only will the police services receive positive feedback from the community but also aid in preventing crime. 
	In addition, there are statistics which have been obtained by the Youth Justice Board for England and Wales (2023) which support the fact that early prevention is effective in reducing crime, the system works in preventing offending and reoffending aimed at the age demographic of ten years old to seventeen years old. According to their data, there were eight thousand first time offenders in the Youth Justice’s System which according to their findings was down ten percent since the previous year, as well as an overall seventy nine percent drop in the past ten years. Additionally, their statistics have shown that thirty one percent of young people reoffended, establishing that the reoffending rate has subsequently fallen by three percent in the last year and is the lowest recorded. However, the Youth Justice Board for England and Wales, (2023) adds that there have been increases in the average custodial sentences and behaviours from young offenders, stating that custodial sentences have increased by six months in length. As well as compared to the previous year 2022, behaviour displayed those assaults by young people was up by twenty five percent and there was a twenty nine percent increase in self-harm. Although overall these statists as stated show the positive effects currently impacting offending and reoffending, there is still a concerningly high number of assaults and self-harm in reoffenders which would have a negative impact on the levels of crime. 
	In conclusion, early intervention has proven effective in preventing reoffending, as well as by targeting risk factors and supporting early intervention in schools reduces offending and overall crime. Additionally, by the community supporting police action in early prevention, it can allow for the police to adopt an educational and restorative approach to crime outcomes. Overall, early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending has been successful. 
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Essay Four 
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? 
This essay will discuss the importance of how working with partner agencies is essential in rehabilitating offenders. 
Adopting a multi-agency strategy is a key component of policing; while this first entails involving the public, the involvement of other groups should not be undervalued. A multi-agency strategy to policing has been established to reflect the belief that crime should not be the sole responsibility of the police, as the nature of crime is constantly adapting and the demand on police services is ever growing (Cox, 2019). Working in collaboration with partner agencies is a fundamental role in the police service, especially when it promotes rehabilitation for members of the community that it serves. 
Wilson (2016) discusses that there is a strong public support for the rehabilitation of criminals, rehabilitation programmes identify the underlying factors that lead to criminal behaviour and work to reform the offender so that they are less likely to commit crimes in the future. Adding that there are multiple programmes available to offenders who are incarcerated which are typically the following; educational or work based, religion led support, substance abuse support and behavioural, as well as specialised correction programmes for offenders with mental health and sex offenders. These programmes emphasise that offenders have access to a wide range of support whilst in the prison system, to aid them in reforming. Crichlow and Joseph (2015) add that rehabilitation difficulties occur in the criminal justice system, stating that traditional methods of dealing with violence and hostility, which include simply locking up offenders are ineffectual. It is also suggested that age, ethnicity, and gender considerations should be made in rehabilitation programmes to maximise effectiveness. Overall, if the prison system’s rehabilitation methods work effectively this can influence reducing reoffending when offenders are released back into their communities there by aiding in the reduction of crime and creating less strain on the police service. 
The College of Policing (2021) explains that Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) is a programme in which; prison and probation services as well as the police services work together to managing the violent and sexual offenders to keep the public safe, preventing reoffending and ultimately rehabilitating offenders. Safeguarding communities is paramount to the police and partner agencies when it comes to rehabilitating offenders, these categories allow police and partner agencies to proportionality monitor and support offenders in the community, subject to their level. Adding to this, the HM Inspectorate of Probation (2021) states that since the start of the MAPPA initiative, there has been a decrease in qualified offenders reoffending, according to an evaluation; reoffending rates for offenders who were supported by MAPPA decreased from twenty nine percent to sixteen percent  between 2000 and 2010. These statistics indicate that by utilising a multi-agency strategy for rehabilitation of offenders is proving effective, not only do they support that rehabilitation methods from partner agencies are effective but add that these programmes aid in the reduction of reoffending. 
Fortune, Ward and Willis (2012) discuss The Risk-Need-Responsivity Model (RNR) which is beneficial and effective in the rehabilitation of offenders by working with them, focusing on strength-based perspectives to develop skills, ultimately lowering their risk of reoffending. Nevertheless, the methodology has been challenged for failing to inspire and involve offenders in the rehabilitation process, and research has shown that those who discontinue therapy under the model are more likely to commit crimes again than those who finish their treatment.  
Cox (2019) discusses the complex challenges that police services and partner agencies face when working in ethnic minority communities, stating that particularly in ethnic minority communities they repeatedly expressed low levels of confidence and trust in the police service. It is important that police services overcome the lack of confidence and mistrust felt by these communities, potentially resulting in the failed rehabilitation of offenders in the community. To add to this, Yasin and Sturge (2020) explain that the lack of trust between ethnic minority communities and the services’ has had an impact on the criminal justice system, highlighting that although nineteen percent of the population in England and Wales identified as Black, Asian or an Ethnic Minority (BAME) BAME in 2019 statistics show that twenty three percent of persons arrested were from a BAME background, thus re-offending rates are high in the community. Gold (2022) elaborates on how police forces consist of people from many different cultures and values that have potential to feed biases or prejudice when dealing with ethnic minority communities, to combat unconscious biases services have made efforts to educate and raise awareness of their personnel. Such education can increase knowledge, alter attitudes, and change behaviours, however training programme by themselves are insufficient to address the trust and unconscious bias issues. In order to break down the current barrier between the community and the police, partner agencies and institutions must be attentive to the concerns of BAME populations. Partner organisations now provide more specialised assistance, adapting by utilising professional translation services as well as interacting with BAME communities by publishing materials and launching campaigns in languages other than English. Additionally, partner agencies have assisted the police services by making specialist housing more accessible and sensitive to the cultural needs of BAME victims fleeing domestic abuse, Interventions Alliance (2021). By working effectively with partner agencies, the police service can carry out the fundamental role of preventing crime and supporting victims, thereby establishing trust within the BAME communities and aid in reducing offending as a result reducing reoffending. 
In conclusion, reoffending rates have fallen over the most recent years which is a positive and reassuring outcome not only for offenders, but for the communities that they enter back into, which in turn has a positive effect on community cohesion and that is what police services strive for. However, some communities struggle to trust the police service and partner agencies which in turn can cause issues in offenders receiving support. Overall, partnership approaches are an effective means of rehabilitating offenders. 
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