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Arthur Lynton Harris, 1898-1918
Born in March 1898, Arthur Lynton Harris was the fifth of seven sons born to David Lake Harris and Mary Harris, although his brother Charles would die shortly after his birth in 1894.[footnoteRef:1] David Lake Harris was a certified school master teaching for the Swansea Education Authority in 1911, while his wife, Mary, looked after their home at 24 The Promenade, Swansea.[footnoteRef:2] It appears that the family had lived most of their lives in Swansea, although they moved to 32 The Promenade between 1891 and 1901, while by 1911 the family would have moved again to 24 The Promenade, where Harris would spend the rest of his life.[footnoteRef:3] Although there are no photos of Arthur, it is clear from details of his life that he was a much loved member of the his local community and would do service to his country during the Frist World War, for which he would pay the ultimate price.  [1:  Ancestry.com, ‘1911 England and Wales Census’, ancestry.com (London: ancestry.com, 2018). Available at https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc=HZx3&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&gss=angs-g&new=1&rank=1&msT=1&gsfn=Arthur%20Lynton&gsfn_x=NP_NN&gsln=Harris&gsln_x=1&cp=0&catbucket=rstp&MSAV=1&uidh=9p1&pcat=ROOT_CATEGORY&h=1648398&dbid=2353&indiv=1&ml_rpos=1  [accessed 22/02/2018].]  [2:  Ibid.  ]  [3:  Ancestry.com, ‘1891 Wales Census’, ancestry.com (London: ancestry.com, 2018). Available at https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1891wales&h=1339306&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2353 [accessed 22/02/2018]. Ancestry.com, ‘1901 Wales Census’, ancestry.com (London: ancestry.com, 2018). Available at https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=uki1901wales&h=32541471&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2353 [accessed 22/02/2018]. ] 

Although the records for Arthur’s early education no longer exist, the census for 1911 shows the he attended Swansea Grammar School, from where he would finish his studies in 1916.[footnoteRef:4] The Cambria Daily Leader newspaper for 23rd January 1914 does however state that Harris had achieved the ‘Senior Certificate’, that is to say he had passed the relevant exams and had reached the school leaving age of sixteen.[footnoteRef:5] Arthur, did not leave school at sixteenth though, instead choosing to continue his education a further two years at the school. There is no doubt that while he was at school Harris was a popular and successful student, the account of the memorial held in his honour following his death, recorded in the Cambria Daily Leader for 2nd December 1918 states that ‘around 50 past and present students’ attended the service to remember their schoolmate who had fully involved himself in all the ‘scholastic and athletic’ activities of the school.[footnoteRef:6] [4:  Ancestry.com, ‘1911 England and Wales Census’, ancestry.com [accessed 22/02/2018]. ]  [5:  The Cambria Daily Leader, ‘Prize Day. Distribution at the Grammar School’, The Cambria Daily Leader, 23 January 1914, p.6.]  [6:  The Cambria Daily Leader, ‘In the Districts – Swansea’, The Cambria Daily Leader, 2 December 1918, p.4. ] 

Upon reaching eighteen he received a Phillip’s Scholarship of £20 in October 1916 to attend St. David’s College, on the condition that he took an honours course, following his successful completion of the entry exam in early October.[footnoteRef:7] The Minute Book record for July 31 1917 lists Harris as being among the sixteen students awarded scholarships in October 1916 but also includes a hand added note stating that he will take up the place upon returning from service, meaning that by October Harris had already joined the British Army.[footnoteRef:8] As such, Harris is remember by the College, although he was never able to attend as student, because he is recorded as having accepted the scholarship in the scholarship book, which shows the £20 he was awarded but no details of how it was spent[footnoteRef:9] [7:  The Carmarthen and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, ‘St. David’s College Lampeter’, The Carmarthen and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, 13 October 1916, p.7.  ]  [8:  Roderic Bowen Library and Archive (RBLA), Minute Book, C/1/7, p.200.]  [9:  RBLA, Scholarship Book, BUR/23, p.44.  ] 

During the two years Harris spent at war, he was part of the 268th siege battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.[footnoteRef:10] This meant that he was part of a team responsible for a 6” Howitzer, which was provided the artillery fire that would traditionally be used before any battle in an attempt to wipe out any similar artillery weapons, or machine guns that the enemy might have (see appendix one for image).[footnoteRef:11] The 268th siege battery are recorded as having primarily followed the Second British Army for the period Harris was fighting.[footnoteRef:12] During his time in the war it is likely that Harris would have seen some of the most horrific fighting of the war. The Second Army are recorded as having been present at a number of battles including the ‘Third Ypres’ and the Battles of the Lys in 1917 before being the responsible army for the advance into Flanders and the final 100 days of the war in Belgium, often referred to as the ‘final advance into Flanders’.[footnoteRef:13] It was as part of this final advance that Harris would lose his life. By October 1918, the Second Army had managed to push well into Belgium, succeeding in taking the railway station at Vichte, on the 20th October.[footnoteRef:14] It was just South of Vichte, at a village called Tieghem, where the regiment are believed to have been stationed, that Harris would succumb to the perils of war. The war diary for Second Lieutenant J. Perry of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, who were part of the Second Army states that on the 31st October ‘Bombardment open out at 5:30 am’, according to Perry the action he saw that day was ‘one of the most terrible barrages of the war’.[footnoteRef:15] Given this, it is clear that the Royal Welsh Fusiliers were involved in the same operation that Harris would fight.  [10:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission, ’Gunner Arthur Lynton Harris’, Commonwealth War Graves Commission (Berkshire: Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 2018). Available at https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/486751/harris,-arthur-lynton/ [accessed 22/02/2018].]  [11:  S. John, ‘Lampeter (St. David’s College) War Memorial’, West Wales War Memorial Project (Shrewsbury: West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) Available at https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/lampeter-st-david-s-college-memorial/ [accessed 22/02/2018].]  [12:  Ibid.  ]  [13:  C. Baker, ‘The British Second Army, 1914-1918’, The Long, Long trail (Leamington Spa: Chris Baker 2018). Available at http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/other-aspects-of-order-of-battle/the-british-armies-of-1914-1918/the-british-second-army-1914-1918/ [accessed 22/02/2018]. ]  [14:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission, ‘Vichte Military Cemetery’, Commonwealth War Graves Commission (Berkshire: Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 2018). Available at https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/55705/vichte-military-cemetery/ [accessed 22/02/2018].]  [15:  Brianybri, ‘So, what was it really like?’, Great War Forum (United Kingdom: Great War Forum Limited, 2002). Available at http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/topic/211013-so-what-was-it-really-like/?page=2 [accessed 22/02/2018]. ] 

A second war diary for the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, belonging to Robert Hinton Irvine, records more detail of the Action of Tieghem stating the ‘battalion advanced the line to S[outh] of Caster, capturing 10 Field Guns and about 250 prisoners’.[footnoteRef:16] While this entry does not make it clear what happened to the Allied troops it does show the scale of the Action of Tieghem as well as suggest a reason for the incident that would be Harris’ last battle. As Harris manned a 6” Howitzer it is likely that before the infantry troops went over the top at Tieghem he would have been responsible artillery fire, as Irvine’s war diary states that enemy field guns were captured, it is more than likely that the howitzer was hit by enemy fire at this point, thus killing Harris other members of his battery. Although this theory is not confirmed by comprehensive evidence, as the grave records for Vichte Military Cemetery contains a list of other members of both Harris’ battery and the Royal Welsh Fusiliers who were all killed in action on 31st October 1918, it is more than likely that they were all killed as part of the same incident.[footnoteRef:17] [16:  B. Hillier, ‘Robert Hinton Irvine, Royal Welsh Fusiliers’, Holyhead War Memorial 1914-1918 (Holyhead: B. Hillier, 2018) Available at https://sites.google.com/site/holyheadwarmemorial19141918/home/army/robert-hinton-irvine-royal-welsh-fusiliers [accessed 22/02/2018].]  [17:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission, ’Gunner Arthur Lynton Harris’, Commonwealth War Graves Commission [accessed 22/02/2018].] 

Arthur Lynton Harris was killed in action on 31st October 1918 and is buried in Vichte Military Cemetery (see appendix two for image).[footnoteRef:18] He is remembered on both Swansea’s and St. David College’s war memorials.[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission, ’Gunner Arthur Lynton Harris’, Commonwealth War Graves Commission [accessed 22/02/2018].]  [19:  S. John, ‘Lampeter (St. David’s College) War Memorial’, West Wales War Memorial Project [accessed 22/02/2018]. J.M., Neilson, ‘Swansea Cenotaph War Memorial’, Roll of Honour (United Kingdom: J.M. Neilson, 2017). Available at http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Glamorgan/Swansea-WW1-H.html [accessed 22/02/2018].
] 



















Appendices 
[image: https://www.onwar.com/Uploads/WeaponImages/f6c896e4-7aa5-4f30-bf76-545567d5c4f5.jpg]Appendix one – Image of a 6” Howitzer 
Onwar.com, ‘BL 6-inch 26 CWT Howitzer, Onwar.com (Hamilton: onwar.com, 2018). Available at   https://www.onwar.com/weapons/afv/data/BL-6-inch-26-cwt-howitzer.htm [accessed 22/02/2018].

[image: https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/s/cc_images/cache_12513879.jpg?t=1473273046]Appendix two – Image of the grave of Arthur Lynton Harris. 
John, S., ‘Lampeter (St. David’s College) War Memorial’, West Wales War Memorial Project (Shrewsbury: West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) Available at https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/lampeter-st-david-s-college-memorial/ [accessed 22/02/2018].
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