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	Evaluating and investigating the learning support systems surrounding children with additional learning needs, with a main focus on autism, in the 21st century



	 Please provide a 300 word summary of relevant literature (expand boxes as necessary).

I have read a substantial number of books and literature surrounding this area. I have looked in great depth on the National Autistic Society’s website, social media pages and through personal statements that have been submitted by people who have been diagnosed with ASD. As well as this, I have also read many articles produced by the Autism Society and National Institution of Mental Health reflecting on their overview and work on autism. From all research done through those websites, I have also read six books from various authors on autism and mental health. I have come across a reoccurring pattern from all books- that a lack of learning support in relation to autism is a very high-profile topic and very understudied. I found ‘The Autistic Brain’ by Temple Grandin and Richard Panek to be very helpful on my topic area. A book written by a consultant in social care and management ‘Understanding Autism and Positive Behaviour Support’ was very well focussed on the impact of what help available to children with autism is there and how it helps/doesn’t help a child’s condition, what services work to support children’s learning and their mental health. From all my reading I have gathered notes and information which I will use throughout my dissertation which is from renowned doctors, authors and specialists ensuring it is all legitimate. As well as literature I have also looked at statistics and research projects that have already been completed and ensuring they are up to date and that the information can be applied to my hypothesis.
 






































	What are your proposed research questions?

What are the current outlooks on the support available for children with autism? 
What support is available through the education system currently?
What age group of children with autism are affected the most by lack of learning support?
Is learning support being tackled well enough?
What research is there and who has completed it?
What current learning support is in place? E.g individual learning plans











	If this is research based then how will your study be organised?

My project will be literature based.














	How are you intending to analyse your data?  
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