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Aims
This module aims to extend and enhance the student’s ideas and writing skills through self-directed research directly related to their chosen Major Project area.  The study will be based upon a sound research methodology and will demonstrate academic rigour through the use of analytical and interpretative skills.

Outcome Statements
Upon the successful completion of this module the student will be able to:

1. Develop a suitable and appropriate dissertation proposal.

2. Implement the proposal by:
a. conducting an in-depth investigation of the contemporary concepts, theories and applications relevant to the Major Project;
b. undertaking a rigorous analysis of the evidence gathered; and
c. generating and justifying appropriate conclusions based on the previous analyses.

3. Write an academically rigorous document.

Indicative Content
· Advanced research techniques – research hypotheses, literature reviewing, data analysis, presentation of results.
· Concepts and theories appropriate to the subject area.
· Development of documentation for academic dissertations.
· Subject-specific documentation as required.


Teaching and Learning Strategy

	
	Hours


	Lectures
	10

	Individual tutorials
	5

	Student private study
	185

	Total
	200

	
	



Implementation
Students should commence their Level 6 studies with a dissertation proposal which will be reviewed with the Dissertation tutor and, when acceptable, formally agreed.  Based upon the proposal, each student will be allocated an individual supervisor who will meet with the student weekly or fortnightly for the duration of the module.

To support the development of the student’s proposal, the first five weeks will include a series of lectures to provide germane guidance on the latest research techniques, normally with examples of successfully completed research projects by University and non-University staff and students.

The student’s depth and breadth of critical insight, reasoning and communicative ability will be stimulated and developed through the guidance of the supervising tutors to attain Level 6 Honours worthiness.

Assessment

	Outcomes
	Assessment Criteria   
To achieve each outcome a student must:


	1.	Develop a suitable and appropriate dissertation proposal.
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Identify an appropriate subject area […] that is suitable for investigation.

	2.	Implement the proposal by:
a. conducting an in-depth investigation of the contemporary concepts, theories and applications relevant to the Major Project;
b. undertaking a rigorous analysis of the evidence gathered; and
c. generating and justifying appropriate conclusions based on the previous analyses.
	· Identify and use appropriate and relevant sources of information. Review material from related disciplines.
· Compare, contrast and critically review key research material.
· Reach justifiable conclusions in the light of the research material analysed and presented.

	3.	Write an academically rigorous document.
	· Work within an overall conceptual framework in a rational and systematic fashion.  
· Appropriately reference research material. 
· Generate a professional document.



	Week 3
	Week 10
	Week 15 (approx)

	Synopsis
	Draft interim submission
	Final submission

	Formative feedback.
	Formative feedback. 
	100% of module value



The final submission should not exceed 6,000 words.
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Journals and Databases:
ACM (Association for Computing Machinery) Digital Library
IEEE/IET
ScienceDirect 
Art Full Text
Design & Applied Arts Index
Film & Sound Online
Index to Theses
ISI Web of Science

Resources
· Overhead & PC Projector

Room Requirements
· Lecture Theatre
· Tutorial/ seminar rooms
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