Moodle

Grouping your assignment
Using the Group and Assessment tool together allows you to put your students into different groups and thus students access only their own assessment.  For example if you teach level 5 and 6 together but wish them to have different assessment you can use the Group tool to separate them.  You can make the assessment visible only to the allocated group or visible (but not accessible) to all groups.
This guide will lead you through the process of setting up Groups specifically for an assignment activity using the example of Level 5 and Level 6, keeping the assessment only accessible and visible to the individual levels
This is a two-stage process

1) Firstly, you need to set up groups, then

2) Set up the assignment

For full details on how to use the Groups and Assessment Tool please see documents:

Working with Groups

Understanding and using the Assessment Tool

Setting up your Groups

1
Module Administration
In the Administration block on the right or left side of your screen, you will see both the module Settings and Groups. 
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Click first on your Settings.  Scroll down and about half way down the page you will see the Groups setting.  Here you define your module overall settings, this in turn can relate to each activity setting when you start to build your activities.
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For the sake of this example we wish to use the Visible groups, students can at a general level for the whole module have read only access to all other groups, so students can view each other’s activities but cannot comment.

2
Setting up your groups
Once you have established your module settings, you can begin to set up your groups.

Go back to the Administration block and click on Groups
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This takes you to a screen for choosing your groups:
Create your groups
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1)  Click on Create group (see above image), call your group an appropriate name and give the group a description, so in this case Level 5 & Level 6
2) Once you have created your groups, highlight one then Add users. 
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You now have established 2 groups: Level 5 Group and Level 6 Group
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Save and return to your Moodle Module page
3
Setting up your Groupings

You now have your two groups.  For these groups to access separate assignments they need to be within Groupings.

What is the difference between Groups and Groupings?

Put simply, groupings are clusters of groups, first groups then groupings.  Think of it like the Olympics, you would be grouped in relation to your sport first, (as you would not be in the Olympics if you were not some type of athlete) then your grouping would be your country.  Therefore, you need to belong to a group before you can be in a grouping.
In relation to this example and for this module you have two groups (Level 5 and Level 6), the groupings mode allows the assignment tool to know which groups need access to the assignment - Level 5 or Level 6.  Without the groupings the assignment tool can not distinguish between these two groups.
Access the Groupings area
Click on the Groupings tab
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Create a grouping
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Add your groups to your groupings
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This will bring you to another page
Move the appropriate group to the appropriate grouping
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What have I done? Recap on Actions

You have

1. Created separate groups for Level 5 and Level 6

2. Put appropriate students into each of these groups

3. Created groupings for Level 5 and Level 6

4. Put appropriate groups into the appropriate groupings

Setting up the Assignment
Remember you need to:

Turn the editing on, then:

From your Add an activity drop down box, chose the Advanced uploading of files if the most flexible option within the assignment tool (for details on all the Assignment options see Understanding and using the Assessment Tool)
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You will come to the screen below.  Complete the boxes with the assignment information.  Remember to make the assignment name relevant and the instructions clear.

Advanced uploading of files option gives students flexibility to upload as many files as they wish (or you have stipulated).  As a result there are a number of options within the settings you can consider applying.
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1. Ensure you Show Advanced settings (this allows you to see all options)
2. Set the Group mode to Separate groups
3. Ensure your Grouping is correct (in this case Level 6 Groupings)
4. Tick (to activate) the Available for group members only box
5. Make the assignment visible
6. Save and return to course
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As a tutor your Moodle page you will show you all the Assignments and the Groupings associated with the assignment.
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As a Level 6 Student the module page will show the assignment name (and of course link through to the assignment space)
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As a Level 5 Student the module page will show the assignment name (and of course link through to the assignment space)
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Separate Groups - 


Access only to assigned group





Visible Groups - Read access all groups and read & write access to assigned group only





2)  Add your students to your groups





1)  Click to create your group categories





Note the group name:


Level 5 group





Add appropriate student to your group





Members of Level 6 Group





Group names with numbers of students indicated in brackets





Click on the people symbol on the grouping (eg Level 6 Grouping)





Move Level 6 Group to Level 6 Grouping 





Ensure the name and description clear and relevant.


Use this area to relay information about administrative and academic information such as file naming conventions, cover sheet instructions, statements about plagiarism, and other students support information.


In addition to deadlines, add information about when and how students will receive feedback.





Set the date/time students can view the assignment and the deadline for submission.  Set a time for when students can obtain help if required





Areas marked with * must be completed.  








These options allow:


Set a maximum file size for total submission


Maximum number of files you allow students to upload (20 max)


Set up an email alert to let you know when a work is submitted 


Allows students to send a cover note with their work





Group settings


See below





You can prevent students from submitting late, then extensions can be granted as per protocol, or you may wish to give a margin. 
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