Safeguarding Script 

Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Jade and I am representing the local Drug and Alcohol Service. 
My role within this child protection conference is to provide information regarding the mother’s history of substance misuse, assess any current risks associated with alcohol or drug use, and contribute to the multi-agency assessment to ensure the safety and wellbeing of both children. 
I have worked with the mother for several years. She has a significant history of childhood adversity and trauma, including experiences that have negatively affected her emotional well-being. Research shows that Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) can increase the likelihood of substance misuse later in the life (Public Health Wales, 2015). It is therefore important that our assessment considers not only substance misuse but also the impact of unresolved trauma and the need for trauma-informed practice. Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (1979) reminds us that children’s development is influenced by multiple interacting environments, including family relationships, community support and wider social systems. Therefore, supporting the mother’s well-being may positively influence the home environment and improve developmental outcomes for both children. 
Despite these experiences, the mother has engaged exceptionally well with our service and has remained free from drug misuse for approximately five years. Maintaining abstinence from drugs and alcohol is essential to support recovery, reduce the risk of reoffending, improve physical and mental wellbeing, and comply with legal and supervisory requirements under legislation such as the Criminal Justice Act 2003, the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, and the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. She successfully completed treatment and demonstrated commitment to recovery by attending appointments, engaging with support services and maintaining positive communication with professionals. 
Under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, all professionals have a duty to work collaboratively to safeguard children and promote their well-being. The Act places emphasis on prevention, early intervention and multi-agency working to ensure children’s needs are met before risks escalate. Also, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) require practitioners to share information where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is experiencing or is at risk of experiencing abuse or neglect. 
From the information shared by the nursery, there are several safeguarding concerns that indicate possible neglect. These include a significant change in the child’s behaviour, poor personal hygiene, consistently dirty clothing, emotional withdrawal and the child arriving at the setting accompanied by an unfamiliar adult who had signs of being under the influence of alcohol. Staff have also identified that there is a younger sibling under the age of one living in the same household, which increases our concern due to the vulnerability of very young children. Under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, safeguarding is defined as protecting children from abuse, neglect and other forms of harm, with the child’s well-being being the primary consideration. Also, the Children Act 1989 places a duty on local authorities under section 47 to investigate where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm. 
As the Drug and Alcohol Officer, I would recommend that the mother is offered a comprehensive trauma-informed assessment to explore her alcohol use alongside any underlying experiences that may be affecting her parenting. Research has shown that many adults experiencing substance misuse have experienced Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). This could be abuse, neglect, domestic abuse or parental substance misuse during their own childhood (Public Health Wales NHS Trust, 2018). Without the right support, these unresolved experiences can affect relationships and parenting. 
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2022) emphasise that practitioners should consider how parental substance misuse may impact children’s safety, development and well-being, rather than focusing solely on the parent’s behaviour. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is also highly relevant in this case. Article 3 states that the best interests of the child must be a primary consideration in all decisions affecting children. 	
 Therefore, I would recommend ongoing multi-agency information sharing, regular review meetings and continued monitoring of both children to ensure that any risks are identified and managed appropriately. This reflects the duties outlined within the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and Working Together to Safeguard People: Volume 5 (Welsh Government, 2021), which require agencies to work collaboratively to promote children’s well-being and protect them from significant harm.
By working collaboratively with social services, health professionals, education staff and other agencies, we can develop a protection plan that both supports the family and priorities the safety, welfare and rights of the children. 
Thank you listening. 
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