The UK’s counter terrorism legislation has changed and adapted over the years as situations evolve. Legislation ensures that threats of terror is investigated and handled appropriately. Tudor (2025) CONTEST is the UK’s counter terrorism strategy, the plan is used to prevent, protect, pursue and prepare the government and the public from terroristic threats. 
The prevent strand of CONTEST is used to stop people from becoming terrorists by being drawn into it. Lewisham safeguarding adults board (no date) states that vulnerable adults can be lured into extremist ideals through multiple means such as, grooming online or in person, radicalised through social media, peer or family influences or people who have been exposed to extremist view for a long period of time which cause normalisation of these thoughts and views. Police agencies have a huge role in preventing young and vulnerable people from extremist views, they will have to investigate any reports of young or vulnerable people that may be going towards extremism when it is reported by mandated reporters such as teachers, medical professionals and others. Educate against hate (no date) states that since 2015 teachers have been legally responsible to prevent people from going into extremism. The prevent system is embedded into school safeguarding policies it helps to prevent students from radicalising influences, builds students resilience against radicalistic views, identify vulnerabilities or worrying changes in behaviour and know what to do when it concerns a student. This ensures that noticeable changes in a student's behaviour or worrying signs can be noted and investigated. There are different things that teachers can do that will help build young people resilience, teachers can make their rooms a safe place where people can discuss their views safely and without judgement, providing young people with the skills and knowledge to properly research political and social issues to make their own reasonable beliefs and promoting a “fundamentally British” values and sense on democracy and tolerance of those with different beliefs. These things ensure that young people don’t develop hateful views based on things that they may have heard or seen without looking into the other side.
[bookmark: _Int_gCEpXxj9]The Government has the channel program where radicalisation can be reported, this is where young people will be supported in protecting themselves from radicalisation. Police are highly involved in channel they investigate any reports that come to them, they check if the person is at serious risk to themselves or others, they will investigate as to how they have been radicalised and what they have been exposed to. If the person isn’t at serious risk police will send them recommendations for mental health assistance but if they are at risk, a panel of experts such as police, social services, children services and others will get together to discuss what they would recommend to the person. If they decided that the person is at risk, they will offer the person a referral to the channel program but as this is a voluntary program they can’t force the person to participate, it they refuse, they can be offered support and the risk will be handled by police. This is according to the Home Office (2022) and the Devon safeguarding children partnership (no date).
The College of Policing (2025) and Prevent watch (no date)states that a possible struggle that the Police may have with prevent is that people of the Muslim community, majority of terror attacks and threats have been based on Islamic/ Muslim beliefs and people may think that they are being target of referrals to the programs because of the stereotyping of because of their religion. It is also a ‘flawed science’ where presumptions linking political beliefs and religion to violence with no evidential base over than what people hear in the news. People have stated that they feel spied upon and the stigma that goes with the publics opinion about being in their religion. The UK Parliament (2010) states that Prevent had a too strong a focus on the Muslim community and not on the other forms of extremism such as fare right extremists, some have claimed that Prevent was aimed at Muslim communities and think that the programs should have been aimed at people who were more vulnerable than just people who had Muslim beliefs. Abbas et al (2023) stated that in a survey targeted towards university students, 91.4% of participants agree that the prevent policy operates on Islamophobic ideas and stereotypes and 91% thought that the implementation of prevent in university has increased anxiety felt by Muslim students. Also stated that it created a ‘suspect community’ which could have made students feel alienated and worried about others' opinions of them because of things that would appear in the news. The Home Office (2025) In the year ending March 31st, 2025, 8,778 referrals were made to programs about people that could have been leading into extremist views. But only 20% of these referrals were discussed at a panel, there has been an increase in referrals compared to the previous years with the education centre having the most referrals being at 36%. Police agencies do have mandatory prevent training but couldn’t state how many has completed the training as they don’t monitor the compliance. And not all officers cold recognise the signs of radicalisation and some forces had training packages for frontline staff but there is no tailored training for forces specific role in prevent. But because of an inspection, the college of policing has created a vulnerability module for students studying to join the police, meaning that they will know this information before joining the police. The officers that do have the vulnerability training were considered ‘experts’ when it came to working with the prevent program, they work with supporting organisations when it comes to the prevent panels and giving vulnerable people support when it comes to radicalisation.
[bookmark: _Int_IWO3VBNC][bookmark: _Int_55drXtQC]The panels job is to discuss about what support can be offered to the person if they are at risk of radicalisation, such as drug, alcohol, accommodation or other support that can be given depending on the situation of the person at risk the referral also doesn’t go on a person's personal record so they won’t have any problems in the future because of it. On a monthly basis, the panel will gather together and look at an individual progress as they work through the program. They will dicuss how the person is doing, what they’ve been doing and if they are ready to leave the program, they will continue to give support to the person as they leave the program by giving them support outside of the program for non-radicalisation issues that the person may have, not leaving the person on their own completely. Police will also support the person by investigating any concerns about terrorism. After a person has left the properly in about six to twelve months, the persons progress will be looked at again to see if they need more support and they can re-enter the program or if they are at risk and the police need to be involved again. Calculations show that the median age of people being referred to the prevent program is seventeen with the ages varying between fourteen to thirty, they also have different types of referrals depending on the type of radicalisation that a person is involved in, these can be extreme right wing, Islamist, mixed, unstable and unclear or other. These categories will allow a person to receive specialist support depending on what they were focusing on. All of this is according to the Home Office (2023).
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