To Ada Adebayo
From- Vanesa Kazdova
Date-15th March 2024
Matter-Case of Kim Cottrell

Miss Kim Cottrell was charged with one offence of assault which occasionally caused actual bodily harm to Bob Branning by slapping him across his face which caused him bruising to his cheek and jaw, in Dog and Duck public house on Saturday March 2nd.
Miss Kim had been drinking alcohol all afternoon in the pub following upsetting news of her beloved aunt’s death. Bob Branning turned out in the pub and made an insulting comment about her deceased aunt, which made Kim more upset and in her grief of this sad news, she made this assault to Bob Branning after his insulting comments.
Miss Kim Cottrell did not have mens rea to slap Bob Branning, because she didn’t know that Bob Branning will turn up in the same pub as her and she did not know that Bob Branning will say insulting comments about her deceased loved aunt that just passed away, Kim Cottrell did not have a guilty mind she was not guilty minded to do it.
Miss Kim Cottrell did not prepare actus reus by slapping Bob Branning across his face which caused him bruising to his cheek and jaw it was not planned, Kim did not have the intension to do it, and without mens rea she cannot plead guilty.
The trial of Kim’s case will be listened in magistrates court and Kim cannot plead guilty because you need to have both mens rea and actus reus to plead guilty in Kim’s case.
Client Advice
· Take your time, speak slowly and clearly.
· Ask for the question to be repeated if you do not understand it or cannot hear.
· If you are not sure of the answer, say so.
· You can ask the judge for guidance.
· Talk to the judge (or jury if there is one) when giving your evidence.
When the cross-examination has finished you may be asked some questions from the first lawyer again-this is called re-examination. The judge may also ask you questions at any time.  You will be cross-examined by lawyers for the other side. Cross examination is necessary to make sure a fair trial takes place.
On client matter the options are maximum 6 months custody, or she might get face assault charges or assault of battery.
Battery means any unlawful or unwanted touching.
Giving evidence in court | nidirect
Advantages of client
Client won’t plead guilty in her case because she did not have guilty mind to do it. Offences Against The Person Act (1861)
Police forcibly grabbed client hand and took her fingerprints; police are not allowed to act harsh if the the client is not violent. Human Rights Act (1998)
Client was taken straight to police station without any advice she can have solicitor. Bail Act (1976)

Disadvantages of client
Police did not have any evidence that Bob Branning upsets client with insulting words first. Police And Criminal Evidence Act (1984)
On Client’s  matter you can’t be forced to give a sample or fingerprints like this even if you have been charged. Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (1994)
Client’s Entitlement to first aid
· Client should be treated fairly and with manners and respect.
· All clients should have accessibility to one phone call when in police station.
· Client can speak to legal advisor if they don’t understand their case.
· Have someone told that you have been arrested (for example, you might ask a police officer to call your parent/s or guardian/s
· Have a solicitor and talk to them on your own/in private.
· Have medical help if you are feeling ill.
· See the rules the police must follow (Code of Practice)
 During the interview to your comfort, they must explain legal terms to you, ensure that you understand the questions being asked and that your rights and interests are being protected.
You are also entitled to have a duty solicitor with you when you are being interviewed.
If you are arrested – lawstuff.org.uk
Client should complaint about forcibly touching her hand and taken her fingerprints at police station, police don’t have the right to act harsh on clients.
Client should also complaint about her aid at police station they did not say to her that she could have a solicitor by her side which is really upsetting they should say to you when at police station what rights you have before interviewing you, which client was not aware of that she could consult solicitor when at police station.
At police station they did not used on this matter Human Rights Act (1998)  Criminal Justice and Public Order Act (1994) Bail Act (1976).
Make a complaint.
You can complain if you’ve been:
Treated unprofessionally, disrespectfully or insensitively.
Discriminated against
The Victim’s Code has full details of how the police, Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) and other organisations should treat you if you’re the victim of crime.
Make your complaint to the organisation you want to complain about. For example:
· The police
· The CPS or your Witness Care Officer
· The court
· The organisation must confirm they’ve received your complaint within 10 days. After a crime: your rights: Make a complaint - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)















