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Networks can manifest into a mass of confusion and complex components. When applying theoretical knowledge in the form of a practical it is evident that the base components are all the same. 

Firstly, configuring and verifying basic switch settings. Having little to no background in networks it was interesting to learn the importance of configuration, especially to a switch. It was fascinating to establish a connection to a switch from a PC, prevent unwanted DNS lookups and configure local passwords to prevent unauthorised access to a switch.

Secondly, the basic connection of a network. It was great that I could translate a diagram on Cisco Packet Tracer which consisted of two switches and two PCs into a functioning network. I learned that when connecting an ethernet cable into a NIC port on my PC and connecting the other end to the F0/1 on the switch establishes a link between the two components. This was seen visually as the lights on the switch changed from amber to green as the switches where connected to a power source. 
Finally, I learnt how to determine if any VLANS where created whilst initialising a switch. 
       
