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This essay will critically evaluate the idea that women face issues of double deviance. This includes how they are treated within the Criminal Justice System, how they might be breaking gender norms, as well as asking what are the informal rules that govern behaviour in groups and societies (Bicchieri et al. 2011) also known as social norms. Furthermore, this essay will also tackle what double deviance is and what issues it causes, as well as comparisons will be made to show how the different genders are treated within different circumstances regarding the law, prison, and daily life. Pollak (1950) suggests that women within the Criminal Justice System are treated much more leniently than men due to the idea of chivalry towards women (Lise, 1994; Malon, 2020). 
What is double deviance or to some the evil woman theory? It states that women in the Criminal Justice System are punished and treated harsher than men due to the view of them doing two things wrong (Malon, 2020). This view is created because when a woman is convicted, they're not just seen as breaking the law but also the gender and societal norms placed upon them by the rest of society such as women are nurturing or irrational (United Nations Human Rights, 2024), and therefore seen as doubly wrong (Malon, 2020). Therefore, in the eyes of the evil woman theory, they are no longer acting in the stereotypical manner of a woman which is that they are tame and emotional (Newburn, 2017), and due to this the punishment should be more severe (Shepard, 2017).
The stereotypical woman term has been moulded through years of the public forcing these gender norms, which are social norms defining acceptable and appropriate actions for women and men in a given group or society. They are enforced through formal institutions such as schools and informal institutions such as the Magdalene laundries (Cislaghi & Heise, 2020). The term is also thanks to the social norms being the perceived informal, mostly unwritten rules, that define acceptable and appropriate actions within a given group or community, thus guiding human behaviour (UNICEF, 2021). These gender norms have been enforced over the years with the public pushing this agenda by saying that the traditional roles have the woman being the limit setter, that women have lesser motivation towards in sexual acts and have an increased interest in having a good reputation from others (Hinde, 1984), also that woman differs from men by making judgments based more off compassion, empathy and are tied more with feelings than men, thanks to that thinking of woman is therefore linked with that of a child (Tallack, 2014). This shows that it could be argued that the theorist's view of women is that they are tame, emotional, and sexual individuals and that if they were not like this they were seen as cold, calculating, and amoral. They had failed to learn appropriate gender roles and so required greater control and oversight (Newburn, 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk164079670]Furthermore, these aspirations of greater control or oversight (Newburn, 2017) could be linked to the horrible treatment of women over the years due to them being seen as not abiding by social or gender norms. An example of this attempt at more control over devious girls was that of Magdalene laundries in Ireland which were homes of ‘Fallen Girls/Women’ punished for having sex outside of marriage, unwed mothers, and even flirtatious women deemed unfit for society. One of these famous laundries was Donnybrook, where like many of the other laundries women were sent to redeem themselves (Blakemore, 2018). Unfortunately, in these cases, redemption for these fallen women might sometimes involve a variety of coercive measures such as shaven heads, institutional uniforms, and bread and water diets and could even result in worse measures such as flogging (Blakemore, 2018; Lopes, 2004). In just Donnybrook 155 unmarked graves were found which later helped those who suffered at these laundries tell their story (Blakemore, 2018). All of these deaths and suffering were due to women not fitting into other's social and gender norms such as being irrational or nurturing (United Nations Human Rights, 2024) and therefore being considered deviant. 
Lightowlers (2019) argues that women are judged more harshly than men within the Criminal Justice System due to women being seen as doubly deviant. On the other hand, Lise (1994) argued that women are treated more leniently within the Criminal Justice System due to chivalry. To see if either of these theorists are correct, the proportion of men to women within the Criminal Justice System is looked at with there being 51% women and 49% men. This can include those who are awaiting trial, in prison, or arrested. Although there are slightly higher number of women in the criminal justice system, they are massively underrepresented in all other categories, especially in serious offenses and sentences (Ministry of Justice, 2022), showing that men are arrested and convicted more than females.
Men represent 96% of those incarnated in England and Wales even though women make up 51% of the individuals within the criminal justice system. Although men do commit more serious offenses (Ministry of Justice, 2022), this could support Lise (1994) point that women are treated less harshly in the criminal justice system due to reasons such as chivalry and raises the question of how women could be treated harshly within the Criminal Justice System when they are massively underrepresented in all areas to do with the Criminal Justice System. This could be connected with the reoffending rates of males who have an increased rate of 25.2% compared to female offenders who reoffended at a rate of 19.3% (Ministry of Justice, 2023), this is one reason why there are more men than women inside the prison system. However, on average in 2021 it takes a male 22.7 months compared to the 14.5 months it takes for females to be convicted (Ministry of Justice, 2022), some might see this as the Criminal Justice System taking more care and time with the male cases compared to females whereas others would argue that it could be the ‘chivalry’ coming into play because women were less evolved than men (Newburn, 2017). Furthermore, males are more likely to be involved or prosecuted in violent crime and be victims of violent crime, compared to female defendants who went to court, only 14% were prosecuted for indictable offences, the most common being TV license evasion (Ministry of Justice, 2022), and in 2012 70% of those prosecuted for TV license evasion were woman compared to men (TV Licensing, 2017). Theorists argue that the punishment such as jail time outweighs the crime of TV licenses evasion and the state relies on punitive responses to manage inequalities in places such as jail where women are so underrepresented (Clarke, Chadwick, 2017).  
This information also supports Lightowlers (2019) point that when females are sentenced in the Criminal Justice System, they could potentially be treated more harshly than men for a similar or less serious offence. A case example to show this comparison is between the case of Sophie Elms and the case of Lee Bowlder, both of whom were involved with different and similar forms of child abuse. Firstly, in the case of Lee Bowlder who was arrested in 2022 (BBC, 2023), when arrested eight of his devices were seized, which forensic examination showed contained 271 images of explicated images and videos ranging from categories A-C. These are the guidelines for all sexual offences as well as all types of indecent images involving children (Crown Prosecution Service, 2018), and he was caught possessing these images and videos but also post them to social media platforms such as Twitter (National Crime Agency, 2023). They also did other things such as a secret recording of children taking a bath, with this information, they had a lot of evidence against Lee Bowlder, however, he received only 12 months in prison and got handed a 10-year sexual harm prevention order (National Crime Agency, 2023). In contrast, Sophie Elms, who is known as one of the UK's youngest-ever female pedophiles, was taken to court for the sexual assault of a child, distributing indecent images of children and possessing extreme pornographic images of an animal, for this she was jailed for 7 years and 10 months (BBC, 2019). 
On the other hand, Lee Bowlder admitted to three accounts of indecent imagery of children, one count of distribution of indecent imagery of children, and voyeurism and both show similar and different signs of child abuse (National Crime Agency, 2023). Sophie Elms pleaded guilty to two accounts of physically abusing children as young as the age of 2, along with sharing images of children of a similar age or younger (BBC, 2019), with this information it's clear that both cases come under child sexual abuse (Metropolitan Police, 2024). However, the young female offender Sophie Elms was jailed for more than 7 times longer than the male offender Lee Bowlder, this could suggest that Lightowlers (2019) argument that women are treated more harshly by the criminal justice system is accurate. She worked in a position that would be deemed suitable for a woman by some because women appear to be more concerned about the emotional well-being of the people, they provide care for. This attachment can lead them to caregiving and having that connection is important within that line of work, especially for the children (Sharma et al. 2016), this is backed up by the fact that the percentage of childminders in England in 2022 who were women was 98% (Home Office, 2023). She worked as a nursery cleaner and therefore fit into her gender and social norms (Sharma et al. 2016).
This shows that females break these norms and become criminals, are cold, calculating, and amoral because they have failed to learn appropriate gender roles (Newburn, 2017), but this assumption that females are tied with more feelings than men (Tallack, 2014), and therefore there is less room for degeneration and being born criminal if female (Newburn, 2017), is wrong and has been proven to be wrong many times over the years. For example, women participated more in war crimes and crimes against humanity than some would assume from the holocaust to ethnic cleansing in the Balkans to the Rwandan genocide (Steflja, Darden, 2020). 
However, due to the stereotype that women are more emotional, they could therefore be going unnoticed because their participation in wartime violence challenges deeply held assumptions about war and women (Steflja, Darden, 2020) such as that women are more tied to their emotions and are therefore more nurturing (United Nations Human Rights, 2024), therefore misleading some into thinking they couldn’t possibly be involved in these war crimes. Some examples include Meseritz-Obrawalde which was involved in 10,000 deaths and the individuals involved in these deaths were sentenced to death for poisoning disabled patients as nurses (Benedict, Chelouche, 2008). A key woman in history that broke gender, and social norms was Erna Wallisch who was seventh on the Simon Wiesenthal Centre's list of most-wanted Nazi war criminals who were still at large. This was due to her being accused of 260,000 counts of accessory to murder, however, she died just before going on trial (Steflja, Darden, 2020). With the double deviance mentioned thus far such as women being more emotional, it could be argued by theorists that women commit these war crimes not for their pleasure or because they want to but as mothers for their children (Davies, 2002), to either give them a better life by any means necessary or fighting for their country. On the other hand, they could just be seeking to have the same power that they see men have and fight back against them and these gender norms in place.
Erna Wallisch lived until she was 91, there were many other examples of women committing these war crimes, some may argue with this information that women like this sometimes get away with it thanks to gender and social norms because people assume that women would not be involved in such awful crimes because that goes against their assumptions, as well as in this case in particular woman were made to stay home while men went to war so why would anyone think woman could be involved, showing that women used double deviance to their advantage.
In conclusion, double deviance does provide many problems for women from issues in the Criminal Justice System to sexism and always having to be a certain way that’s within the perimeters of the gender and social norms set by society, and if not accused of being doubly deviant and cold, calculating, and amoral (Newburn, 2017). Double deviance can be seen to show differences between the treatment of male and female cases such as seen with Sophie Elms and Lee Bowlder, as well as in everyday life. However, overall double deviance is seen everywhere and is shared between males and females but changes to the system to ensure fairness between genders should be made.
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