Reflective Report- Dissertation
For my dissertation I will be looking into the impacts volunteering abroad has on communities and people around the world. I have changed my initial plan from my proposed dissertation topic. What sparked my interest in researching volunteering was an interaction I had at an airport over the summer, I was undertaking unpaid work, it was not volunteering as such but the idea of doing work for not a wage was still there. American border control interviewed me about my intentions and what I was doing in their country. The officer that I spoke to made many suggestions as why unpaid work was detrimental to their countries economy, employment of local people and immigration, he also mentioned how he thought I was being exploited for free labour. Eventually he allowed me into America but left me with many thoughts about how unpaid work such as work trade placements and volunteering have on a country or community. This airport experience reminded me of when I went to Rwanda, at that time I was undertaking volunteer work however I was instructed not to tell anybody that I would be working for a charity, but to just simply say I was visiting the NGO. At the airport immigration see volunteers as ‘a well-defined role such as a nurse, teacher etc)’, (Email from Duncan Milroy, SACCA Charity, 2017), which I was not. Both these experience plus the time that I spent volunteering in the past, which raised many more concerns for me, made me want to query the issues surrounding volunteering. I think this topic is very relevant, and at the present time as there is a lot of discussion whether the good intentions that volunteers have may be doing more harm than good. 
I have some working titles, so far my main three are;
· The ethics and politics of volunteering abroad
· Voluntourism: The impact the surge of volunteer tourism is having on communities worldwide
· To what extend is volunteer tourism having a negative effect around the world and what ethical considerations need to be addressed in the international voluntary sector
Firstly, I will only be concentrating on volunteering abroad in places considered the Global South. My research so far is mainly looking into the ethics of volunteering. So for example who is mostly benefiting from people volunteering abroad, the host community that accommodate the volunteers, the organisations that run volunteer opportunities or the volunteers themselves who can use the experience for reason such as personal growth, boosting their CV, making themselves feel like that are giving back or using it as a way of travelling but doing some ‘good’ at the same time. Other ethical issues that I will be considering is the impact volunteers have on vulnerable people that they work with, for example children in orphanages. Another matter that I will discuss is the idea that unskilled/unexperienced volunteers are taking jobs away from local people, and finally that volunteering is contributing to the Global North/South divide by ‘othering’ people by suggesting that the Global South need ‘saving’ (Doerr 2015), (Handy et al 2010). 
Although there are also a range of different positive outcomes volunteering can have, such as informing more people about global issues, connecting people all over the world, allowing people to help others that are less fortunate than themselves, enabling projects to benefit communities as a whole such as building libraries, community centres, toilet blocks etc, helping communities recover after unavoidable circumstances such as natural disasters and war, by the surge of willing and able people helping provide manual, medical and other types of support (Brown 2005), (Barbieri, Santos & Katsube 2012). Plus many more valuable affects from volunteering. So I will also be taking into consideration the amount of benefits international volunteering has worldwide. 
An Applied Anthropologist view point 
As an applied anthropology dissertation there needs to be some inclusion of how to improve the situation. I would argue that the two main problems with volunteering is the amount of volunteer organisations/companies that benefit from the money volunteers provide, rather than putting this money back into the host community. Also the impacts volunteering has on vulnerable people. Therefore, I think that an applied anthropologist could help this situation by advocating for the guidelines to regulate all volunteer companies, as at the moment not all these providers and NGO’s are controlled.  This in turn would mean that volunteers themselves know their money will be going to help the projects directly and not just profiting a third party, also with thorough regulations of all NGO’s and volunteer companies it would help decrease the amount of vulnerable people being exploited. J K Rowling has set up a charity called ‘Lumos’. This charity is designed to stop the institutionalising of children around the world. This charity is striving for a world where all children can get the love and emotional support from a family and not live their childhood in an institution. The charity have suggested that there are around ‘8 million children in institutions worldwide, more than 80% are not orphans’ therefore the suggestion is that many of these children could live with a loving family if the issues of poverty and discrimination were tackled (Lumos Charity website 2017). These sorts of movements could be another way in which applied anthropologists could help in the fight to ensure every child is cared for in a proper manner and not exploited or abused. Another way in which applied anthropologist could help insure volunteering is a beneficial act to all involved could be improving the ethical issues volunteers/ volunteer companies face, by doing this it could eliminate people getting involved with volunteering, in whatever capacity, doing it for the wrong reasons. 
Methodology
I will be drawing on my past volunteering experiences in Cambodia and Rwanda. I will also use questionnaires to try and determine some of the reasons why people undertake volunteering projects. I have made contact with people who I have personally volunteered with and they have agreed to do in depth interviews, from this, these are some of the things I hope to find more about, why they volunteered, how it has effected them and influence their future choices, whether they thought volunteering was harmful to the community/the people they volunteered with,  if their opinion on volunteering has changed since they have returned from their experience, and finally would they participate in more volunteer projects and why. I am hoping to get in contact with the organisation that I volunteered with in Cambodia. This organisation has been sending volunteers abroad for over 40 years, they only accept volunteers from the ages of 17-19, there is a selection process and once chosen there is a week-long training program. I think it would be interested to find out their view point on the criticisms of volunteering and there opinion on young people volunteering as a whole. 
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