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Introduction 
This assignment will be a supporting paper with a focus on critically examining and evaluating the effectiveness of the health and social care agencies involved in the case study that was presented as a group in the form of a formal seminar. This supporting paper will list every relevant policy which apply to the presented case as well as make 3 recommendations about what would have prevented or reduced the risk factors and the level of vulnerability occurrence to Aiden and his family. 

The case that this supporting paper will be focusing on, is an independent review carried out by the Child Safeguarding Practise Review, as part of an incident which happened to a 1 ½ child named Aiden, as he was admitted to the hospital with severe burns on his stomach and hand. This independent review compiled a multi-agency chronology by choosing the agencies that had the most contact with Aiden and his family. The health and social care agencies that were most involved in this case are: 
· Children’s services
· Local GP Practise 
· YMCA 
· Berkshire women’s aid 
· West Berkshire Healthcare Foundation Trust
· Ambulance service 
· Midwifery services
· Health visiting services
These healthcare care agencies and organisation were involved in Aiden’s case to provide support, health care and guidance, throughout the time that Aiden’s mother was pregnant with Aiden, and afterwards. The midwifery services were involved and played an important role in helping the mother throughout her pregnancy. After Aiden’s birth, the case was then passed on to the health visiting services, for regular appointments to be seen by the health visitor to ensure that Aiden’s development was normal. 
The midwifery services and the health visiting services made repeated requests for a thorough and robust assessment for Aiden’s mother capacity to care for a young child, due to there being several pre-disposing risk factors by the mother. Despite these repeated requests, the assessment that the Children’s Services carried out was very limited. According to the (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 2014), a parenting capacity assessment is carried out when ‘concerns about a child’s welfare are raised’ as part of three elements. It also states that a parenting capacity assessment focuses on identifying strengths and weaknesses in relation to dimensions of parenting such as ‘basic care, emotional stability and care, ensuring safety, housing, income and social integration and community resources. Aiden’s mother was raised in an abusive household, her parents were constantly misusing substances, and was also diagnosed with mental health problems. Similar circumstances refer to Aiden’s father too, as well he also has some learning disabilities. According to a study carried out by (Hughes et al., 2016), adverse childhood experiences have the potential to become serious risk factors which can lead to vulnerability, neglect and physical abuse. 
The effectiveness of the agencies involved to this case is subjective to a certain extend. That is because Aiden and his mother had 8 different Social Workers between February 2018 to October 2019. A social worker aims to ‘help with social and interpersonal difficulties promoting human rights and wellbeing by protecting children and adults with support needs from harm’, (The Professional Association for Social Work and Social Workers, 2022). The fact that Aiden and his mother were seen by 8 different social workers and 3 different managers, and not by 1 social worker instead, shows a lack of continuity as effectiveness as a result due to the lack of robustness in assessment and support. Being seen and supported by one social worker throughout the supporting plan is important because it gives the opportunity for the social worker to build a trusting relationship with the parents and assess their parenting capacity effectively (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 2022). It also is important to be seen by one social worker because ‘it demonstrates a consistent management oversight’, helping the social worker further understand the factors that could have led to Aiden experiencing the incidents in the way he did. 
Every child in the United Kingdom is protected by the law from any type of abuse or exploitation. According to the (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 2022), in the United Kingdom the Equality Act 2010 has been put in place to protect every child against any kind of harm. (NSPCC, 2022) also states that ‘the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child defines a child as everyone under 18 years of age’. There are also many policies and procedures which have been put in place to protect children and their well-being wherever they are; as a result, each childcare setting should have policies which are in favour of child protection. Some relevant polices which apply to this case review is the Safeguarding Policy which according to (GOV.UK, 2021) it breaks down to ‘recognising and responding to abuse policy’, whistleblowing policy, ‘recruiting the right people to work and volunteer with children’, and ‘responding to allegations of abuse made against a child’, all which directly apply to this case review. 

Recommendations: 
This supporting paper will rise three recommendations which I think would have been beneficial in reducing the risk factors for the incidents that happened in the way they did. The three recommendations are: 
1. Inter-agency working. Social services should have completed the parenting capacity assessment when the Health Visiting and Midwifery Services repeatedly requested it to be carried out. Inter-agency working is very important in healthcare, and for this specific case of Aiden too, as it promotes safeguarding and security to the welfare and wellbeing of children, states (His Majesty’s Government, 2018). 
2. An arrangement should have been made by the health visiting services to discuss with Aiden’s mother on developing and maintaining healthy relationships. This is because one of the 4 principles of Health Visiting services is ‘the facilitation of health-enhancing activities’, states the (Institute of Health Visiting& Excellence in Practise, 2022). 
3. A follow up plan should have been prepared by the Social Worker since the mother of Aiden was transferred from a high support network from the YMCA, to living on her own. This is especially important because she was diagnosed with mental health issues and had a child prior Aiden was taken away from her responsibility. 

In conclusion, this supportive paper can conclude that a more thorough inter-agency work would have benefited Aiden and his family and could have potentially led to a safer environment for Aiden. That is because, areas and things that Aiden’s family struggled with would have been identified and support would have been given on time, whether that is mental health support, developing health relationship advice or guidance on parenting skills. 
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