A vlog aimed at people who may be considering applying to study criminology at university

Welcome 
Hi, my name is Sienna Davies and throughout this video I will be conveying the reasons why a university applicant should consider the study of criminology. 

Discuss the following:
· What is criminology?
According to Sutherland (1992) cited in Cornnell (2024), Law making, law breaking and law enforcing, are the mechanisms that Professor Sutherland uses to explain the areas of which, the study of criminology looks into.

[bookmark: _Int_dG0TtrhS]Criminology can be referred to as an umbrella term for its many research fields. One field being scientific, which would cover biological explanations for example. Or another field being humanistic, which would look into culture for example (Wilson, 2015, p. 62.).


· Why would criminology appeal to a potential applicant?
It was found that the appeal of studying criminology can come down to the three reasons of building on existing interests, understanding the ‘self’ and securing justice going hand in hand with helping others (Griffiths and Trebilcock, 2021).

Criminology is unlike a lot of other subjects as Holdaway and Rock (2017, p. 3.) highlight that criminology studies “an empirical area”. This means that students are investigating observation and experience, not just logic. This gives students a topic that’s engagement and variety is fascinating. 

According to the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service subject guide survey (2023), 77% of criminology students recommend this area of study to others.


· What skills are required to study criminology at university?
Skills such as the following can help in the study of criminology; attention to detail can be required when it comes to observing data and a range of human behavior, problem solving is essential in tackling cases that need to be solved as well as identifying criminal behavior prevention methods, a willingness to learn will help massively as crime is constantly evolving and the subject itself is broad, effective research skills also tie into this area to aid learning and good social awareness is a requirement that ensures a criminology student can see from different points of view and can connect with various types of people (Mae, 2023).

Advised by Newburn (2017, p. 1047.), skim reading is a necessary practical skill to have when studying criminology. Another practical skill is knowing how to organise research and keep note of any key or interesting findings as the study of criminology is broad so once a valuable source is found it is recommended to keep that source stored. Furthermore, it is useful to keep these findings to compare views and strengthen debates and discussions. 

· How is criminology useful in terms of influencing policy and practice?
According to Ramirez-Thompson (2023), Criminology is useful in terms of influencing policy and practice because the study of criminology provides insights into causes and consequences of crime which is therefore valuable to those developing policy and implementing practice. Some key links are crime prevention strategies, criminal justice system reform and public safety and risk assessment. 

Under criminal justice system reform, some important decisions and changes have been made because of influence by criminological opinion. For example; the abolition of the death penalty (Garland and Sparks, 2000 cited in Stout and Yates and Williams, 2008). 

Under prevention and public safety, is an example of the implementation of zero-tolerance policing; also known as “broken window policing”. This is a policing approach which aims to prevent and control crime (Lum, 2009, p. 795.).

[bookmark: _Int_saK2x86V]A final example, under risk assessment, is the new AssetPlus assessment. This has been brought in by the Youth Justice Board to replace old frameworks in hopes to provide better intervention for young people (Youth Justice Board, 2014).


· What employment opportunities can a criminology degree lead to? 
A criminology degree can reach a wide variety of employment opportunities such as a crime scene investigator, a barrister, a police officer, a youth worker and many more interesting and important jobs (Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Service, 2024). 

Employment vacancies are expected to grow by 3.97% over the next eight years (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service, 2024)

It is also important to note that the study of criminology can cross over into professions that at first wouldn’t be considered as benefiting from the study of crime. Examples of such careers are security guards and traffic wardens; who have a responsibility of social control and therefore are employment opportunities that a criminology degree could support (Dickety, 2024, p. 46.).

Conclusion
Thank you for listening to this video about the reasons to study criminology; its appeal, its influence and its opportunities.

PowerPoint trial run: reading the powerpoint took 3 minutes 41 seconds.  
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