	
	
	



Task 2. 
In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.
Researching, I discovered that children are more intelligent than I had previously thought. By age 7, the average child has a vocabulary of 3000 words and can form more complex sentences,[footnoteRef:13590] understanding responsibilities like chores and are “persistent and purposeful” in learning new skills.[footnoteRef:9257] It is our responsibility to bring theatre to them, as one of the most accessible mediums of theatre, tackling issues which they experience, such as responsibilities and kindness, in our piece and deal with their social, political and cultural connotations. [13590:  ‘Maternal And Early Years for early years workers’, Maternal and Early Years,
http://www.maternal-and-early-years.org.uk/stages-of-development-5-8-years]  [9257:  The Centre for Parenting Education, ‘UNDERSTANDING TEMPERAMENT: PERSISTENCE’, https://centerforparentingeducation.org/library-of-articles/child-development/understanding-temperament-persistence/  
 ] 

Socially, we deal with collective responsibility. Gemma, the protagonist, learns to be kind helping creatures in crisis, “Someone please help, I have a hook stuck in my mouth!” Initially she refuses from her fear and the flood continues to rise, but when encouraged by her friends, she helps, the flood disappears, and she learns from the experience.[footnoteRef:435] Influencing the children, Jean Piaget shows children as young as 1 can copy, unconsciously, another person’s actions and the audience will be affected by seeing someone help another, socially making them more conscious of others in need, this is also a cultural demonstration, not judging someone by their appearance.[footnoteRef:15642] Gemma relies on Detective Lamp throughout the play, she needs him, showing that synergy is important and showing the children that it’s okay to be helped by friends when you need them.[footnoteRef:22848] [435:  Yvonne Murphy and UWTSD Students, ‘The Kindness Gem’]  [15642:  Jean Piaget, Play, Dreams and Imitation in Childhood (Routledge Press, 1972)]  [22848:  Kat Walcott, Synergy Activities for Kids, https://classroom.synonym.com/synergy-activities-kids-12151847.html ] 

Gemma must make a kindness potion restoring kindness to the land, she must get clowns to create a potion, teaching them kindness and demonstrating kindness to the audience, “That wasn’t very kind, was it?” The clowns are very sorry, exaggerating a punishment for being impolite, affecting the children in the audience, showing a moral code that they can use in their ecosystem, calling out unkindness when they see it, showing the cultural elements of our piece.[footnoteRef:5383] As Slee and Shute sight, “developmental task ... successful achievement of which leads to happiness” and encouragement to be polite, as shown in the piece, will positively impact the young audience, showing touring theatre positively affecting the audience to be more responsible and friendly.[footnoteRef:13838] [5383:  Yvonne Murphy, UWTSD Students, ‘The Kindness Gem’]  [13838:  Rosalyn H Shute, Philip T Slee, Child Development: Thinking About Theories (Routledge 2003). 
] 

Politically and culturally, Gemma learns compassion for someone she disagrees with. General Haddock, leader of the “Fish Finger Army,” shouts and is stern, Gemma sees this as conflict and misbehaves by trying to get a reaction out of the other Fish Fingers. When referred to as “weird” by Haddock because of her behaviour, she has a tantrum and demands he tell her where to go next.[footnoteRef:28638] He refuses to give her information because she has been unkind, and only after she apologises, he tells her where to go looking, influencing our audience to be more kind and forgiving. Although Haddock is a stern figure of authority, he has useful information, showing that you must be kind and know a person and refrain from misbehaving as they may be someone who will help you further on. Sheryl Cook says, “Learning how to teach kindness in the classroom is one of our most important jobs as teachers.”[footnoteRef:21167] As a touring theatre company, we demonstrate a cultural and political morality, respect others and you’ll get further. [28638:  Yvonne Murphy, UWTSD Students, ‘The Kindness Gem’]  [21167:  Sheryl Cooper, ‘HOW TO TEACH KINDNESS IN THE PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM’, TEACHING 2 AND 3 YEAR OLDS, HTTPS://TEACHING2AND3YEAROLDS.COM/HOW-TO-TEACH-KINDNESS-IN-THE-PRESCHOOL-CLASSROOM/ 
] 

Touring theatre affects its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues by demonstrating morality more accessibly. The show comes to their school, the spectacle and message are clearer because they are shown something in a play instead of being told something.[footnoteRef:12389]
 [12389:  Nalita James, ‘Actup!’ Theatre as Education and its impact on Young People’s Learning’, Centre for Labour Market Studies University of Leicester, 46, 3-5] 
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