	
	Targed/Target
	Yr hyn yr wyf wedi’I wneud yn yr aseiniad hwn…

What I have done in this assignment…

	Targed/Target 1
	Engage in wider and deeper background reading to ensure greater support from academic literature
	I have included academic references including reports, and linked them to my writing

	Targed/Target 2
	Try to support your key messages with research, who agrees? who disagrees?
	I have attempted to back up all of my writing with an educational resource or bridging experience. 

	Targed/Target 3
	Provide supported counter arguments for recommendations made and critically evaluate aspects to be cautious with.
	Although this essay is not a critical piece of writing, I have included aspects to be cautious with throughout the writing

	Targed/Target 4
	Use even more appropriate sources
	Throughout this assignment, I aimed to use more sources that I felt were necessary. I feel that my sources are reliable and academic and relate to the writing throughout. 




Start At My Feet – Commentary
[bookmark: _Int_XiMXPAH6]Throughout this essay, I will be referring to school A, a setting that I have attended on bridging days throughout 2023. During their school years, children should be given different experiences to learn about and explore their local community. Whilst doing so, this also presents them with opportunities to engage in education based on religion, race, ethnicity, and diversity. This can sometimes present challenges for schools in deprived areas or that are surrounded by urban areas. However, there are many ways that schools within these areas can use their community accordingly. For example, walking around the local area, visiting the local park, or completing forest school activities can hugely benefit a child's learning and development and help them understand more about where they live and their local community. “Certain parent-school relationship discourses tend to assert unproblematically that the involvement of parents is ‘a good thing’ in itself” (Crozier. G. ,2012). As well as visits to local areas, some schools may ask parents to contribute towards class trips outside of school, to benefit their children's learning. School A has a highly reputable relationship with their local area because parents are a vast part of the school and its surrounding elements. School A has displayed an extremely positive sense of community throughout their setting, and my research has made it noticeably clear that they have had a major impact on the local area, and further communities. School A displays several positive links with their local community, both inside and outside of the premises. Visiting school A and attending lectures based on this module has had a major impact on my understanding of the importance of building positive relationships with parents and guardians. School A demonstrates an exceptional level of the true meaning of community and positive relationships. I understand that these 3 areas have an immensely powerful link. 
[bookmark: _Int_j2BXqhyY][bookmark: _Int_0MVffImR]“One of the best resources we can access as teachers, is the knowledge, wisdom, and support of our parents/carers” (Mullin, S. Para. 1.) This is a statement that stood out to me when completing research based on the topic of teachers engaging with parents. School A demonstrates a strong connection with the parents of the local community, and this is visible throughout several aspects of the school environment. During my bridging experiences, we had several opportunities to discuss with current teachers how important it is to build a positive relationship between staff and parents. School A pride themselves on having an exceptional transition period for children beginning at their setting. The engagement between parents and carers at this time is vital to a child being happy within their new environment at school A. This presents overall opportunities for the new pupils’ wellbeing, learning and needs to be fulfilled. This can widely benefit a child's wellbeing as parents are encouraged to take their child to complete a tour of the school, so that it is not a shock the next time they attend. This also gives the child time to familiarise themselves with their new setting. Parents or guardians are also asked to meet formally with the head and/or deputy head teacher to ask any necessary questions. This will provide time for the school to note down any additional learning needs, or areas of development that the child may require extra support with. This will benefit the child's learning as information will be shared to the pupil's class teacher. Occasionally, School A will conduct a home visit to a child before starting at their setting. Visiting a child's home is only necessary if the child has an additional learning need that requires teachers to have specific knowledge about their daily life. Research shows that, school A “is a happy and vibrant learning community” (Estyn,2018). This is noticeably clear when in attendance at school A and will also be visible to parents when they first visit the school. 
[bookmark: _Int_3rIt92Sp][bookmark: _Int_8LoqCNVD][bookmark: _Int_Yeflzr9b]School A has an extremely effective method of staying connected with parents across the school. School A has a text messaging system that keeps parents informed of any announcements or information that they need to be aware of. This was put into place during the 2020 lockdown period. Although only the reception has access to this as teachers and classes have a separate online system to keep in contact with parents and carers of their specific class. This allows staff to provide them with messages, photos, and videos of the child's progression daily. School A informed us that their home messaging system was a tremendous success, and that parents are thrilled to receive regular updates on their child, particularly if they were upset at drop off time or feeling unwell. However, although the school messaging system is a success, school A described how some parents do not have access to Wi-Fi or a device to connect to. This presents a challenge for school A, as they must ensure that all parents receive the same essential information. School A deals with this issue by not only sending letters home but also utilizing the school's main text messaging system, which does not require a smart device or Wi-fi. I am of the opinion that the messaging system that school A provides will highly benefit a child's learning. My opinion stems from the parents receiving more information home about their child’s learning, meaning they will be aware of what areas they need to improve in. Additionally, if parents have any questions in relation to their child's wellbeing or education, or any questions about general information, they can get a much quicker response than if they were not using the messaging system. Research shows that teachers feel more connected to parents now than ever before. For example, (Mullin, S. Para. 1.), states that “36% of teachers said they felt that relationships with parents are better now than before the first lockdown”. According to a study conducted at another school, (Estyn, 2019), claims that “relationships between staff and pupils improve when relationships with parents are stronger”. This shows that the use of a similar messaging system can benefit all members of the school community. After completing research and undergoing my bridging experience, which included listening to other teachers speak about their experience with the messaging system, I can hypothesise that the addition of a messaging system has had a positive impact throughout schools across Wales.
[bookmark: _Int_8zT8XqRA][bookmark: _Int_ed5BwlIl]In addition, school A has developed a strong parent and teacher association, sometimes known as a PTA committee. PTA committees are made up of a group of parents and guardians who want to encourage fund raising for a school. School A described their PTA committee as extremely hardworking and an asset to the school. The PTA members have created several successful events such as bake sales, fetes, and uniform swap shops. News of these events have reached many members of the local community surrounding school A, which ensures there are always members from the area in attendance. I am of the opinion that such events taking place have had an extensive impact on the relationship between the school and the surrounding public. These events, hosted by the PTA, can also impact pupil learning. They do this by building pupils’ entrepreneurial skills like when they create products to sell at fetes, make and sell baked goods, and deal with money by taking payments and calculating change. (Curtin, K. 2023) explains that entrepreneurs are required to “think critically about problems they see and how to find a solution”, proving that this can also be a huge benefit to children's social and interaction skills. Events can also be highly beneficial for pupils' wellbeing and confidence as children are encouraged to engage with customers. (School A, Para. 2.) shares that they “aim to continually maintain and further strengthen the positive relationships we have with the community”. Research based on school A, shows that if they continue to provide ways to source links with the local community, the relationship should continue to grow, and there are chances for such PTA events to grow on a wider scale. 
[bookmark: _Int_kHXfDFnV][bookmark: _Int_u4cVMplN]During my time spent at school A, it was made clear that the local area does not have a community centre. This presented a range of challenges for the area, as there was not a designated space for local groups to use. Subsequently, school A informed us that within the past 10 years, their setting has become a space that local groups can hire. For example, school A’s dinner hall space is used every evening for activities such as dance, Zumba, and book clubs. This presents many opportunities for the school to build links with the community, and therefore, results in many children that attend school A taking part in these out of school activities, due to convenience and locality. Research shows that although this does not bring any challenges for the setting, there is not enough room for all local businesses to use their facilities, leaving some to hire elsewhere, which may be less convenient for children to access. School A is seen as the heart of their community, they state that they are “developing positive attitudes to sport and physical exercise from a young age” (School A, Para. 3.). Although school A partners with a wide range of businesses to promote a sense of community, they are also extremely well known for being host to the annual local fun fair. Although this is a council run event, it provides another opportunity for school A to build links with their local community, as well as encouraging further areas to join in too. 
[bookmark: _Int_hmW37iXy]Furthermore, school A provides a wide range of learning opportunities surrounding their local area, both inside and outside of the classroom. Outdoor classrooms, school trips and walks around the local area are all diverse ways of learning without sitting in a school. These visits provide several opportunities for children to learn about nature, their local environment, and key areas of their surroundings. These experiences are extremely valuable to all children but can be the key to development and learning for children who may live in deprived areas. “97% of teachers say that outdoor learning is critical for children to reach their full potential” (Outdoor Classroom Day, para. 2.). School A explained that they have several elements of well known local history throughout their community. This includes a farm that was used throughout World War Two. 
[bookmark: _Int_qANENp2U]Overall based on my bridging experiences, lectures, and research, I have learnt the importance of schools and staff building positive relationships with the local community, and parents. My research shows that when schools communicate efficiently with parents and guardians, it results in the child becoming more educated. I also believe that schools building relationships with parents can greatly impact the community elements surrounding the school. For example, if a school has a successful Parents and Teacher Association, this provides room for events that the community can take part in. However, if these relationships were not formed effectively or in a positive manor, there may be less chance of the school building positive bridges with their local area. My findings also show that a school building a positive relationship with their local community is vital to a child gaining the full sense of education that they need. If a school did not build this relationship, this could result in them not being able to go on class trips, having a bad reputation throughout the community or parents not being satisfied with the learning experiences their child is receiving. Moving forward, throughout my own teaching practice, I will ensure that I use the knowledge built from my research to build positive relationships with parents and the community. One of the five professional standards for teaching is collaboration. (Welsh Government, 2019) state that “this allows it to spread”. This suggests the ideas from an individual can be taken into consideration by others and used where necessary throughout a child’s learning. To reach my goal of gaining a positive relationship with parents and the community of a school, I will take these targets into consideration. My first target will be to always remain in contact with parents and guardians. My research shows that this is vital to children getting the best tailored learning experience, and one of the most effective ways to look after a child’s wellbeing throughout their time in school. My second target, is to encourage building a new place of learning throughout the school I will be based in. For example, finding a local historical site that they have never visited, or find another interesting area of the local community, and encourage learning based around this topic. Based on my research, I feel that completing these targets will be a big step in improving my relationship with parents and building bridges with the local community.
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