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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Question: What are the effects of county lines on drug dealings, victimisation, vulnerability, and harm?


Research can be extensive; however, it necessitates a compelling and robust topic of interest. This study will examine key factors related to county lines, including drug offences, victimisation, and the exploitation of children and vulnerable individuals, among others. Selecting county lines as the primary focus addresses existing knowledge while also exploring societal threats and relevant regulations in depth. This question aims to explore various aspects related to county lines, including modern slavery, violence, criminal exploitation, victimisation, threats, the use of firearms and knives, and the exploitation of vulnerable individuals. 
This investigation will provide analytical insights into the potential threats and complications of county lines for local society, communities, children, and other vulnerable populations. The selection of this topic is primarily motivated by the assessment and concern regarding the criminal exploitation of children and vulnerable individuals in the context of illegal drug distribution. This area of interest is closely related to the analysis of various threats to society, local communities, local authorities, and vulnerable individuals who are frequently compelled to engage in these activities. Therefore, examining this topic is expected to yield recommendations for addressing these threats while enhancing understanding of the necessary activities. This question encompasses individual variables and factors prioritised in the relevant topic.

 


	

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
This research aims to examine and analyse the significant influences and interactions among county lines, victimisation, vulnerabilities, harm, and drug dealings. This includes a critical examination of the societal harms and threats associated with county lines. Investigating this aim will facilitate a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental variables associated with the topic of interest. 

Three objectives can be examined in relation to this topic. 
The primary objective focuses on the relationship between county lines, drug trafficking, victimisation, harm, and vulnerabilities. Focusing on this objective can enhance understanding of the interrelationship among these variables. 

The second objective highlights the influence of county lines on other variables, reinforcing the importance of analytical insights related to the research topic. This objective aims to mitigate the enduring effects and complications associated with county lines, which pose significant threats to society and local communities. 

The third objective addresses the challenges and regulatory responses of the government concerning county lines, including its involvement in drug trafficking, victimisation related to drugs, vulnerabilities, and associated harm. This objective aims to develop critical insights regarding potential challenges and the associated regulations, laws, and governmental interventions implemented to address these challenges. Subsequently, these objectives have revealed a clear strategic vision concerning the analysis and evaluation of various variables and internal conflicts.


	

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT: 

County lines are renowned for their involvement in the transportation and distribution of illegal substances across traditional boundaries. In fact, the county lines are also referred to as the mobile phone lines that are utilised to accept narcotic orders (NCA, 2025). These factors indicate that county lines are primarily employed to prevent regulatory conflicts between local authorities and the police. It is observed that the drug supply process in county lines participates in the exploitation of vulnerable individuals by causing them damage. The factors associated with county lines have been established as a result of the victimisation of children, vulnerable individuals, and young people (Gov, 2023). Subsequently, frontline personnel in Wales and England are being instructed to provide assistance to victims of exploitation and to raise awareness. The use of burner phones has become highly significant in county lines, as it has facilitated the avoidance of the police, and drug transactions are the primary activities that are conducted (NSPCC, 2025). Moreover, drug-dealing groups are observed to engage in a variety of exploiting initiatives, which underscores the importance of vulnerability and harm in relation to county lines. 
This practice, known as cuckooing, is frequently employed by these organisations to seize the residential property of vulnerable individuals for the purpose of supplying drugs. It is an additional instance of vulnerable individuals being exploited and harmed. Drugs primarily target children and vulnerable populations (Ourwatch, 2025). Human trafficking, modern slavery, violence, and sexual exploitation are among the harms that these children and vulnerable groups are frequently subjected to as they are manipulated and exploited to transport illicit drugs to various locations. Nevertheless, children are frequently misled into believing that they are being treated with choice and responsibility, rather than being victimised by drugs, as a result of grooming and manipulation. The Drug Dealing Telecommunication Restriction Orders (DDTRO) are leveraged to deactivate anonymous phone lines that are or may be used for drug dealing (Cps, 2022). This regulatory policy primarily pertains to the deactivation and termination of phone lines; however, it is also a significant method of raising awareness. 
Additionally, the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 establishes regulations regarding drug transactions and offences that are associated with county lines, such as the production, transportation, and possession of illicit drugs (Cps, 2022). The identification of county lines as the fundamental foundation for illicit drug transactions in provincial regions is considered a significant regulatory reform that aims to raise awareness of these activities (Spicer, 2021). According to Dando et al. (2023), the grooming and victimisation of children and vulnerable individuals result in severe societal damage, which also affects the parental experience.

	

	RESEARCH SUMMARY – SURVEY METHODS: 

The survey method will provide an exclusive opportunity for this research, as it fosters a collective interaction with the research population. Additionally, the research population is defined as individuals or factors that have a direct relationship with the research context. Consequently, the formulation of pertinent questions and the surveying of the appropriate research population can be instrumental in the acquisition of critical insights regarding the subject matter. Consequently, a survey method has been chosen to obtain unique insights directly from the research population in order to conduct a more critical examination of the research problem. Nevertheless, the selection of data type is also crucial in the process of data collection, as there are both qualitative and quantitative insights. The fundamental necessity of research has been bolstered by the availability of various data collection methods (Mazhar et al. 2021). Nevertheless, the primary rationale for selecting the survey method is its ability to collect personal experiences, emotions, and perspectives regarding county boundaries and their societal implications. It is generally recognised that the survey method of data collection is advantageous for the acquisition of quantitative data. 
The research population's data will be collected using Google Forms, which will also offer participants a variety of choices or options. A structured questionnaire will be developed in accordance with various factors that pertain to county boundaries, including drug dealings, vulnerabilities, and victimisation. County lines are notorious for their continued involvement in illicit drug transactions, which are exclusively focused on exploiting vulnerabilities and victimising individuals. It has become imperative to consider a variety of steps and procedures when conducting data collection (Taherdoost, 2021). Consequently, the utilisation of a survey method will enable the collection of pertinent and highly dependable data that will elucidate the potential hazards associated with drug trafficking, victimisation, and the exploitation of vulnerabilities. Additionally, the utilisation of a structured questionnaire that comprises numerous closed-ended enquiries may facilitate the development of a comprehensive understanding of this subject matter.

	

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The direct involvement of the sampling process in the data-gathering activities renders it of exclusive importance and relevance in research. In order to prevent ethical conflicts associated with data acquisition, the sample for the current study will be drawn from individuals who are at least 18 years old. The significance of contemplating appropriate ethics is underscored by the prevalence of ethical disputes in research. Subsequently, the sampling framework will establish its fundamental criteria by guaranteeing interaction with individuals aged 18 or older. The purpose, intentions, and prospective outcomes of this research will be disclosed to those who are interested. Sampling is instrumental in the description and representation of the entire research population (Hossan et al. 2023). Therefore, engaging with the public for sampling can assist in obtaining a representative sample of the entire research population. 
It is impossible to conduct a study of a large population, and it may also result in inaccurate results. Consequently, approximately 51 individuals will be selected using the Simple Random Sampling method. In general, sampling methods are classified as either probability or non-probability sampling. However, in order to provide equitable participatory support to the members of the population, this study will implement a Simple Random Sampling technique. Simple random sampling is exceedingly resilient when contrasted with other sampling methodologies (Iliyasu and Etikan, 2021). On the basis of their experiences, emotions, and viewpoints, the target sample will offer unique insights regarding county lines and associated variables. It is crucial to comprehend that the primary objective of the sampling process is to accurately represent the entire research population using a small sample. Consequently, the research evaluation will be bolstered by the selected sample.
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