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In 1941 the United Kingdom (UK) Government set out a report on how Britain would be re-built following World War Two (WW2), in respect of this in 1942 economist and social reformer William Beveridge proposed to create an ideal society by introducing the Beveridge Report (Weale, 1979).  William Beveridge recommended that the UK Government should find ways to fight what was described as the five giant evils, thus: Want, Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and idleness (Jones and Novak, 1999).  According to Whiteside (2014), the Beveridge report was set out to offer all citizens of the UK, protection as of right “from the cradle to the grave” abolishing many laws that had previously been implemented.  This essay aims to provide an underpinning understanding of a Post-war policy initiative surrounding education within the UK. The paper will firstly discuss the way that WW2 impacted upon the educational services, and the rationale behind the implementation of The Education Act (1944). In addition to this, an overview of the above-mentioned act will be provided, outlining the changes that were made, and how they shaped the education sector. 
William Beveridge suggested that ignorance was caused by a lack of education (Ashton, 2018).  Jones (2003) and Bogdanor (1979) share the view that WW2 had a major impact upon the education of children within the UK, Jones (2003) furthered this, adding, as the war came to an end, people criticized the work of the education services for a number of reasons: firstly for the delay in providing meals and medical services for returning refugees; secondly for the poor hygiene that many students were having to endure. According to the National Archives (2020) many politicians disagreed with Beveridge’s views, suggesting that the issues surrounding education and poverty were merely down to the idleness of the individuals.  In order to resolve the issues, three separate reports were commissioned specifically aiming at reforming education services within the UK, it was the role of Norwood (1943) to issue a report on secondary schools, McNair (1944) to create a report in reference to teachers and finally, it was Flemming (1944) who reported on public schools.  In August 1944, Richard Austen Butler was appointed Minister of Education, who within the first year had commissioned all three of the above-mentioned reports.  Following the reports, Richard Butler identified four key issues surrounding education services in the UK, this being: the number of existing public schools, the current arrangements for secondary education, school leaving age and the mix between the local authority and voluntary (church) schools (Curtis, 1952).  The main aim of the reform of education was to remove all inequalities to better improve the lives of current and future pupils, Edgerton (2006) indicates that, although previous laws set in place between 1913 and 1937 had increased the number of pupils attending secondary education’ from a third to a half, the Government at the time, were not sufficient in providing stable incomes for families, resulting in children being removed from schools in order for them to work and gain an income.  The UK Parliament’s (2020) report states that in spite of this, in 1944 Richard Butler introduced The Education Act of 1944, there were many changes introduced, the largest being free secondary education for all pupils.  Colwill (1994) argues that the implication of free education, although welcomed by the majority, came with many criticisms due to lack of educational settings and available funding. 
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