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Question? Did you ever say to yourself when you were younger “I am never going to be like my parents” ...I bet you did!  
I sit here in the kitchen, and I hear myself talking to my children or even worse telling them off because they have not washed their dishes, put the lid back on the toothpaste,  or even shut the door “Were you born in a barn” I can hear him now......It’s my dad I can hear him in my head. As the words tumble out of my mouth and roll off my tongue it takes me back 20 odd years 
(“Yeah, yeah, I am the author I can be liberal with the timeline” ...)
However, it becomes clear that you have changed into your parent. You are the child, and you are hearing and seeing your parent!
Well, there is a reason for that according to Lev Vygotsky (Aubrey, Riley, 2019, pp 7- 8)  [image: ]
Figure 1:

It is 1962, the very first time we are introduced to “Lev Vygotsky” but from now on we will refer to him as “Vygotsky” as we are going to become friends, he’s here to educate us and teach us why we have morphed into our parents or knowledgeable other.  According to Bates (2019), he would invite us into his zone of proximal development. Where we would learn from those more knowledgeable than us and in this case, that is Vygotsky (Bates, 2019, pp 48-49)


[image: ]
Figure 2: 
Unfortunately, poor old Vygotsky was not around in 1962 because he had passed away at the tender age of 37, but this is the first time we discover his published theories in the West. We start to read and learn about the man who in his 37 short years on this planet became a major influence in the theory of Social Constructivism: 
So, what do all these big words mean when we talk about this groundbreaking Russian, Zone of proximal development (ZPD), Internalisation, cultural – historical activity theory, scaffolding, and social constructivism. (Aubrey, Riley, 2019, p7)
Well are you ready to come into my ZPD and learn what they mean, so let me start by telling you a story... 



“Once upon a time”...
[bookmark: _Int_PWzJoNwc]Mr. & Mrs. Jones had twins, one is born a boy and one is born a girl. They live in a community where boys are taught to be strong and excel and girls are told they need to stay home and look pretty. Therefore, at 10 months old they are both able to crawl. However, knowing that and the ethos of the cultural community dad takes the baby boy and builds him his own playroom. There are climbing frames, obstacle courses, and everything the baby boy needs to learn to climb and to be the best he can be. Dad takes him in there for a few hours and in the end, the baby boy can explore, even pull up. He is also starting to cruise holding on to the scaffolding and obstacles.  
I hear you ask….
What about the infant girl? Dad is too busy caring for her twin brother, and mom is too busy keeping the house clean and looking well, so she is left to learn on her own. The infant girl received neither assistance nor verbal communication from a more knowledgeable party. She is still attempting to raise herself. Her identical sibling, on the other hand, is in a new zone of ZPD since he has learned to balance and is already progressing toward learning to walk. Due to his dad's coaching and strong input, her twin brother's learning has advanced above his growth and into a higher cognitive ZPD. (Evidence-Based Teaching, online)
THE END...or is it
Additionally, Vygotsky teaches us the value of communication. He instills in us the value of internalizing external communication, thus the dialogue and words of support from dad in our narrative would have not only helped and encouraged but also started the ZPD of language skills. The father would scaffold the baby boy's speech to move him into a new ZPD and finally teach him to internalize speech. The infant girl in our story will only ever be able to talk and think aloud if she continues to receive no support for her growth from a significant other, who could support her speech and movement. According to Vygotsky's philosophy, communication and two-way dialogue are essential. (Bates, 2019, pp 48-49) or are they? What are your thoughts, John Dewey?
[image: ]
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“A Mind is a verb, not a noun” - John Dewey Pragmatic Approach (internet pillar, online)
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Figure 3:


Few ideas have had as much of an influence on education as John Dewey's... 

He believed that children should actively participate in and be agents of their own learning rather than only being passive consumers of knowledge from prior generations. For knowledge to be properly retained, Dewey contends that learning must be an experience. The foundation of his experiential learning technique was based on four guiding concepts. (Bates, 2019, pp 44-45)
Like Dr. who... let us take Dewey into our classroom here in 2022...
First, we must make a potion so let us look at our recipe….


RECIPE
· A bunch of Learning by doing.
· A cupful of Discussion.
· A pinch of interactive.
· In addition, to top it off a smidge of Interdisciplinary. 
So here, we go... what do we see...
   [image: ]
Figure 4:
We see Mrs. Ebdon preparing her lesson, loads of time and effort going into ensuring that students such as little Johnnie are receiving something to do, not something to learn and the doing is of such a nature that it demands thinking which means that little Johnnies learning naturally travels to his long-term memory....
How does it feel...?   
It feels and looks like a Dewey-inspired lesson plan. Her lesson is designed around current events so little Johnnie and his friends can have loads of chat around the topic. Showing off their prior knowledge and learning from each other. Her visuals are Up-to-date, eye-catching, and colorful. Moreover, because Mrs. Ebdon is an emotionally available adult, and knows her class so well, she ensures her materials are relevant to their likes and interest. She is exceptionally good at not letting the students know her thoughts and feelings, allows them to educate her, and even thanks them at the end of her lesson for opening her mind and allowing her to learn from them. She is a teacher who listens attentively to her students. Ensures her lessons are interactive and interdisciplinary. Dewey would be so proud of our fictional character Mrs. Ebdon and little Johnnie and his classmates. (Bates, 2019, pp 44-45)
  So just before we put the clocks back….
What do you think Dewey would say?
“Education, therefore, is a process of living and not a preparation for future living”
(Internet pillar. John-Dewey-quotes, Online)
This ends our demonstration of understanding Dewey’s Theories. 
So now let us identify, discuss and evaluate my chosen theorists and delve deeper!
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 Firstly, we shall summarize the core definition of Vygotsky’s theory:
· The Zone of proximal development: it is when a child is able to solve some problems by themselves but might need extra guidance from a responsible person who can solve the problem. (Bates, 2019, pp 48-49)
In addition, scaffolding activities provided by the adult or teacher help a child master a task in the zone of proximal development. (Gray, and Macblain, 2015) 
This implies that when knowledge is gained, internalized, and confidence is raised, the amount of outside support is steadily decreased. (Gray, and Macblain, 2015) 
· Vygotsky's hypothesis was never finished and is still unfinished because of his premature death. (Guardian, Online)
· The hypothesis has proven the value of social interaction in education. This has many real-world effects on education. Schools, for instance, emphasize environmental elements including peer interactions, group projects, teacher dispositions, and classroom ambiance. 
· Numerous developmental psychologists have supported Vygotsky's idea in their research. (Guardian, Online)
However, there are those of the mindset that state….
· Vygotsky’s method has drawbacks: The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is ambiguous since it does not take into consideration a precise image of a child's learning demands, current competence level, or motivating factors. The theory also does not expand upon the cognitive processes that occur during development. (Bosanquet, et al, 2015)
· Without support from others, children learn and explore a great deal on their own. It is possible that Vygotsky's thesis overemphasized the social aspects. 
· In addition, there might be restrictions on how practical it is to apply the theory. Especially for teachers who find it difficult to encourage friendships and group projects in their classroom because of disruptive students and disruptive behavior. 
· The capacity of the school can also be restrictive, to factors such as… time, and financing.
· Additionally, concepts like interior speech are challenging to quantify. (Gray and Macblain 2015)
So now let us identify, discuss and evaluate Dewey’s Theory!
· Dewey was a contemporary of Vygotsky. Bates (2019) offers us John Dewey’s theory as being defined as an interdisciplinary curriculum, or a curriculum that focuses on connecting multiple subjects where students can freely walk in and out of classrooms. In this way, they pursue their own interests and build their own method for acquiring and applying specific knowledge. Education was more important to him. He, therefore, had no intention of writing for parents. Although written with teachers in mind, parents can still learn a lot from it.
· Even while we have learned a lot about how children learn, think, and develop, very little of it has been put into practice, making Dewey still very relevant today. Almost nothing has changed in education. Or has it, Donaldson may refute this statement and draw our attention to “ Successful Futures Report” ( Government, Online) 
· Dewey, more than other theorists, agreed with Vygotsky that children learn best when they connect with a More Knowledgeable Other. This is one of the reasons; I wanted to work on Dewey and share, with you. He was genuinely in the middle of the group. He advocated equipping children with child-sized tools so they could do tasks independently, but he also believed that teachers play a crucial role in this process because it is their responsibility to use their superior knowledge to guide kids in making sense of the outside world. He believed that information that comes from a knowledgeable source is more beneficial to children than information they discover on their own. (Bates, 2019, pp 44-45)
 Are there those who would want to dissect Dewey's theories?
· Well, if there are, I had a hard time locating any proof. As stated by Thompson and Spenceley (2020), I could only draw the conclusion that, like Vygotsky, Dewey's theories might be altered in practice by circumstances like the school's limited capacity, the amount of time required and funding.  (Thompson, and Spenceley, 2020)
This gets me neatly to the conclusion of my voyage, but before I go and bid you goodbye, let us look through the window of School A and see how their pedagogies enable efficient teaching and learning. Additionally, if they align with the views of Vygotsky and Dewey.
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"Pedagogy must be oriented not to the yesterday, but to the tomorrow of the child's development” (Internet pillar. Vygotsky’s-quotes, Online, 2020)
Because of this, School A has been implementing the new curriculum for Wales, "Successful Futures," and has begun to implement it. Even though this is a new curriculum and not necessarily the school's pedagogy, Dewey's theories have undoubtedly had an impact on the formulation of this future Wales Curriculum. 
So what is the Donaldson report? A report commissioned by the Welsh Government. To evaluate and assess our curriculum from ages 3 to 16. With rippling effects moving into young adults and beyond. Progression steps are the new buzzword for assessment. (Government, Online)
In the academic New Year 2022/2023, we steam ahead and move full throttle into the phase of six areas of learning and experience. Prof Donaldson also believes that all teachers should be expected to deliver three "cross-curriculum responsibilities" literacy, numeracy, and digital competence.
What will this look and feel like in our school settings? School A is already demonstrating these core aims.
· Ambitious, capable learners, eager to learn throughout their lives. (Increase in year 11’s having an onward academic placement, 6 forms, Gower College, Traineeships, Reduce Figures for NEET)
· Enterprising, creative, contributors eager to participate fully in life and work.
 (Academic awards won at Science Fares, Traineeship placements gained by creative thinking and letter writing during Princes Trust Qualifications)
· Ethically informed citizens of Wales and the world. ( School of Sanction Status)
· Healthy, confident individuals ready to live fulfilling lives, valued members of society. (Welsh Bacc Community Projects cleaning of the local graveyard as community service and projects)
· Key stages to replaced with "progression milestones," corresponding to expectations at ages five, eight, eleven, fourteen, and sixteen. (Yet to have this in place. However, Person-Centered Reviews (PCR’s) for those with additional learning needs are in place)
· Teachers and parents have reference points and Students have "road maps" based on their specific needs. (PCR’s and IDP’s Individual development Plans for additional needs to be met by universal provision Also Class Charts replacing SIMS which brings to the table instant rewards and sanctions by text messages for pupils and parents)

Subjects divided into six areas of learning & experience; 
1. Expressive arts. 
2. Health and wellness.
3. Humanities.
4. Languages, literacy, and communication.
5. Maths and numeracy.
6. Science and technology. (Government, Online)
· Teacher assessment is the “main vehicle for assessment before qualifications” 
· External, standardized testing is valuable benchmarking data - but its frequency is "kept to a minimum" due to its impact on the curriculum, teaching, and learning.
· Welsh language remaining compulsory new expectations being “transactional competence” So Welsh being heard more in English medium schools. (Government, Online)


Dewey concluded by saying that schools should combine academic and vocational subjects to provide pupils the chance to engage in real-world activities that foster creativity and teamwork. Dewey thought it was advantageous for pupils to combine academic and occupational study plans. We should strive to reorganise current schools in a way that would instil genuine respect for useful work in all students rather than trying to split schools into two types, one of a trade type for children who are presumed to be employees and one of a liberal type for the children of the wealthy. Dewey also emphasised the development of pupils' critical thinking abilities and awareness of various societal sectors through academic and practical education. However, Dewey strongly opposed rote learning or education that relies on memorisation and repetition. This approach to education, in Dewey's opinion, is the worst. (Thompson, and Spenceley, 2020) Hence, school A follows the pedagogy of Blooms Taxonomy. (Gershon, 2015)
Figure 5: [image: See the source image]



· The fact that School A is a community school and that their curriculum alternatives include Welsh Bacc, Princes Trust, Land Management, Work Experience, Work Skills, and the chance to attend Gower College at the Junior Academy while in school, should also be noted. Ensuring that Dewey's class system indicators are taken into consideration. In Years Seven and Eight students at School A, complete their primary education requirements in a secondary setting with the support of their significant others, allowing them to enter the Zone of Proximal Development in a Forest School setting. With school staff members who play the protective parent role. School A recognizes the need for comfort and differences when teaching and it is for that reason that staff are also allowed to use Rosenshine’s Principles in Action as their pedagogy if they so wish. ( Sherrington, 2019) Which hits Vygotsky’s markers of theory. (Bates, 2019, pp 48-49)

Figure 6 [image: See the source image]
In summary, an approachable link between educational research and classroom practice is offered by Rosenshine's "Principles." The ideas are evidence-based and heavily rely on studies in cognitive science and education. Rosenshine gives a clear explanation of the concepts and makes recommendations on how to apply them in the classroom. The significant adult is seen in school A to concentrate on one area and master that skill before moving on rather than trying to hit all areas which are similar to the pupils one ZPD at a time. Such as questioning which is a popular target.
BEFORE I LEAVE 
If I have convinced you of nothing else remember the importance of History and please look to the past, remember that learning is there for us all, do not let the great thinkers of years gone past go to waste. Do we really need to keep reinventing the wheel?
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