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The struggles and might of the LGBT community

Throughout history, the LGBT community has been marginalised and demonised all over the world for simply being different. This struggle to just be accepted for being them has shaped a whole community and culture to form. With his rich history, fight and struggle came a turning point in the Western world. This everlasting push started to evolve into social and everyday norms, but this did not come easy with much pushback. This Exhibition is to highlight the major hurdles the community had to face that nearly broke them as a whole. These posters highlight the lengths people had to go to prove to the world that they do belong there and do have a place. For this exhibition, I had to curate four pieces of art and media that have an overarching theme. The term curation comes from the Latin word ‘curator’ which translates to ‘to take care of’ (Curation: History and transition through the ages 2019) once a term only coined for men who put together collections of art for the most prodigious art houses of the world. Now the term is used every day from writing your CV or collecting media for your blog. This curation of posters is meant to reflect on the past and inform the younger generations of the triumph and heartache elder generations and their family had to endure. But too also open the eyes, hearts, and minds of those who may not have known the true struggles of the community and make them rethink what really happened in the past and how it still haunts queer folk today. Although we have come huge strides and broken-down societal barriers, a tough battle still rages on in much of the world and even here in the UK (United Kingdom). And maybe we need to investigate the not-so-distant past to Mould a better future.
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(Wub, 2015) (Tate modern floorplan, date unknown)

My chosen space for this exhibition is the Tate Modern with my desired space being the Turbine Hall main entrance for the art gallery. The main reason for my choice of venue is the fact that the Tate is the most visited Modern art gallery not only in the UK but also in the world (Georgieva, Tate Modern – the world's most-visited Modern Art Gallery 2021). With vast numbers of people flooding in each year from every corner of the globe, this location seems the most logical choice as the main objective of this exhibition for me is to get as many people as possible to see it and to reimage the past and inflict emotion onto them. The area of the gallery that I have chosen is to be the Turbine Hall entrance, which is also the main entrance for the entire site. This gives every single visitor optimal access to view the posters as they enter the museum. Everyone will have to look up and witness these posters, with information on each one in-between each main poster. So, the visitors get to fully submerge themselves into the history of them whilst being surrounded by each one, with every step they take a new poster gets closer.
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                                       ("Gay is angry" Poster 1971)

For the first poster of my Exabition I have decided to go for the Gay is angry poster (Gay is angry 1971 Juan Carlos Vidal and Néstor Latrónico) This poster was created for the Third world gay revolution moment. This moment grew in America when groups of black, Latino, and lesbian members left the gay rights movement. They did this as they felt marginalised inside their own community, they felt like the white males' members could not truly understand their struggle of being an outcast due to their race or gender. ‘Third world gays suffer an oppression which is not shared by our white sisters and brothers, one which they could never really FEEL’ (Branson, Gay Liberation in New York City, 1969-1973). I chose to include this poster as the people who created this design, felt not only alienation from the wider world but also from the ones who were meant to be on their side and stand together as one. It also represents how different the scraggles were for LGBT people all levels of society, and how some of them felt the oppression from all directions. The poster itself depicts a big clock which is also a bomb about to go off, and underneath it is a collection of American symbols, mentions of God and other quotes. This represents their America and how its only time, this society collapses and a new one is formed which shows the hopes and fears of the designers. The quote gay is angry added is also a play on how gay use to mean happy.
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  (AIDSPHOBIA: Protect yourself from Hollywood 1991 Jordan Peimer and Joshua Wells

The next poster I have chosen is all about the HIV/aids movement in the United States, this poster was made in in a time where HIV was rife and killing thousands of people each month and every at this point knew about the crisis the LGBT community still felt like they were being ignored. In 1987 the ACT UP group was formed to help advocate for lower drug prices and end stigma around the disease (Abbott, ACT UP and the aids crisis). This poster ineptitude was created in protest of the lack of Aids related work in the media and at the awards, Wells and Peimer were angry at how this huge epidemic was still being ignored by Hollywood and felt rightfully so that stories needed to be told to help connect people and end the deaths of millions forever. The poster itself shows the Oscars statuette with a condom over the top, this long with the slogan ‘PROTECT YOURSELF FROM HOLLYWOOD’ which fits perfectly with their message of protecting yourself from HIV and sends a noticeably clear message of we are here and dying so help us let the world know it is not just a gay disease. This fits also perfectly with my theme, as the activists that worked on this, had to work even be noticed and even when they were a new fight to be respected and included had started.   
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                       (Florida orange: Frank T. Vetgen / West American Advertising, 1977)

In 1977 anti- gay rights singer and beauty queen Anita Bryant decided to make her views known about the gay rights movement, she did this as she believed we needed to “Save Our Children” (Lilly, The boycott of Florida Orange Juice: 2017). Along with her bigotry views, she led an appeal to overturn an anti-discrimination bill that had been voted in to help protect gay people in the workplace in Miami-Dade County, which wasn’t voted in for another 20 years (Navarro, 2 decades on, Miami endorses gay rights 1998). Her appeal won and she turned more of the American nation against the gay community. Angry and outraged by her action's members of the moment started to boycott Florida orange, the brand Bryant represented. But Bryant's harsh and backwards ideology helped fractions of the community finally band together and start a joint campaign. They did this by pouring orange juice in the street and handing out flyers with a very clear message on them “To promote human rights this establishment does not serve Florida orange juice or orange juice from concentrate.” the added humour is the same vibe as the poster here with the fruity puns, it shows the loving light hearted nature the moment was trying to bring even when bigots like Anita Bryant tried to tear them down. Just like the last poster in my exhibition the community lived in times where the mainstream media still had a big anti-gay outlook but huge strides had been made especially in San Fransisco which was the heart of this campaign and many other moments  (Lilly, The boycott of Florida Orange Juice: How the breakfast juice turned toxic to the Gay Community 2017). 
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                                    (Health Care Not Death Care 1990 critical mass)

The fourth poster in my collection comes from a mission and campaign when women's rights, gay rights and aids-phobia all come to play. The poster which depicts skulls stacked upon each other which comes from a memorial outside of Angkor Wat dedicated to the people who lost their lives in the Cambodian genocide (1975-79) (Ugc, Phnom Penh memorial stupa 2011) Although the photo used in the graphic happened separate from this. It still sends a powerful message about the seriousness' of the situation. The creation of the poster comes from an ACT UP protest formed to stop the abuse at the Frontera women's prison in California’s Chino Valley (Health Care Not Death Care 1990 critical mass), Mary Lucey a former inmate brought to light the abuse she had endured whilst segregated in the prions Aids wing. Her stories and truths of her past helped make quality Univeral health care for all. This instance here is just one of many events where women's rights and gay rights fit hand in hand.
In conclusion I feel like I have managed to express my theme to the fullest with great examples of posters that manage to capture the raw emotion of the community, through the tough times they had to endure. I do think that this exhibition would leave a positive everlasting effect on those who would come to view it in the Tate. I did find t rather difficult to mind a wide range of posters from LGBT history but ones I did manage to find out were powerful and manage to fit into the concept. 
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