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Different accounts of Alexander’s meeting with Talestris
Throughout this essay, I will be discussing three different depictions of Alexander the Great meeting with the Amazon Queen Talestris and looking through the language that is used in each depiction to see both the similarities and differences in each text. Within all the texts that are analysed in this essay, Talestris has a goal of getting an heir for the future of the Amazon people, and goes to ask Alexander himself to give her a child. Alexander, being a human man who has conquered lands and sieged wars, is her target for a worthy heir to her throne for future generations.
The first text that I will be looking at is Walter de Châtillon’s text called Alexandreis[footnoteRef:1], which encompasses Talestris’ thoughts about meeting Alexander and why she called him to meet her in the first place. Early on in the passage there are descriptions of how the Amazons dressed, which describes their clothing and how they wore their quivers for their arrows across their shoulder or other weapons held in their hands. The passage does describe the feminine body of the Amazons, specifically Talestris as she is the focus of this work, as having their “left teat preserved until adulthood” for childcare and that “the dress of the Amazons does not obscure their bodies wholly” which gives way for more descriptions of the female body. Alexander’s body, however, is described quite differently from the battle-ready Amazons that he is meeting with, being called “meagre” and his clothes “ill-fit” to his frame. This is relevant within the passage for why Talestris has come to see Alexander, as she discusses that she wishes to be the bearer of Alexander’s child and an heir to her kingdom. [1:  Walter de Châtillon, Alexandreis; 8.1-48] 

The second text is Historia de Preliis[footnoteRef:2], which takes Talestris’ meeting with Alexander and writes it as a letter that she has written to him, discussing how the Amazons live and deal with their menfolk who live over the river to them and how this impacts their ability to thrive as a civilisation numbering in the two hundred and fourteen thousand women who are “undefiled” by men. The letter goes into detail about how the women deal with childbirth and intercourse with the menfolk, which Alexander laughs at this and the idea that the Amazons believe he would go there to fight them when they make their numbers and the fact that if Alexander defeated them he would not gain any honour “because you have conquered women” and that there is not anything he could steal from them if he did fight the Amazons as an army. Historia de Preliis turns the meeting of Alexander and Talestris into a tactical negotiation over letter correspondence, still keeping the idea of childbirth very central as a theme within the text. Given the fact that Alexander settles on peace with the Amazons here and gains horses from them in order to continue on his way, this text focuses on their exchange back and forth which results in goodwill and an exchange instead of threatening to fight or asking Alexander directly for an heir. [2:  Historia de Preliis; pp77-79] 

The third text that will be looked at in essay is Quintis Curtius Rufus’ History of Alexander[footnoteRef:3], within which Talestris is described again as “inspired with a desire” to visit Alexander herself and is accompanied by three hundred women when she does so. The clothing descriptions are very similar to the way that Historia de Preliis describes them, saying that the clothing does not cover the whole body and that this is done so that they might more easily throw their spears when in combat. When compared to the first two texts that have been examined, everything in this text seems to be the same or very similar in translation and description when looked at from a language standpoint. How Talestris is described here when she meets Alexander, however, is by looking at him and seeing that he “did not by any means correspond with the nature of his exploits”, conveying that she did not think that Alexander was capable of doing all of those things that he had accomplished because he did not look the part of a ruler or a fighter. Talestris does call Alexander “worthy” of siring an heir for her, however, and it is made clear that she does not hesitate when asking him to do so. Talestris is written to be seen as asking Alexander to have her children in desperation and even gives an excuse to Alexander so that she cannot be asked to leave because her issue is that important to her, saying that she did not come with a guard to see him because it was of the upmost importance. [3:  Quintus Curtius Rufus, History of Alexander; 6.5.24-32] 

In conclusion, all three of these texts focus upon Talestris as the main character of the passage that she is centre of, and aim to make her argument and discussion that she embroils Alexander in sound like a battle strategy even thought it is the future of her race and people that she is fighting for, as she directly asks Alexander himself if he can be the one to give her a child that will be her heir. The secondary focus of the passages is Alexander himself and how he reacts to this proposal, either making goodwill with Talestris or discussing his options with her in order to get the best deal that he can from her with the happiness of the Amazons being the goal of her meeting with him.
