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Assessment 1: Archival Exercise

For this archival exercise Anthony Edward (Tony) Dyson, who was born in 1928, has been looked at as a person of significance to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David in Lampeter and to the LGBTQ+ community.  The significance Tony Dyson had to Lampeter was that he and his lifelong partner Cliff Tucker sent papers of their late friend Illtud Evans, who became a catholic priest, to Lampeter.  The papers were a gift from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Lampeter to University of Manchester, which is where they currently reside.

With the help of Dr Alexander Scott, it was made possible to carryout research into 
Tony Dyson who fought for homosexual rights as a Christian.  Tony Dyson was chosen as not only are there many sources from the archive which relate to him, but also because he was a Christian who campaigned for the rights of homosexuals.  This is really interesting as not only was seen as controversial to promote homosexuality, especially for the time, as homosexuality had not been made legal until 1967 and there was (and still is) a great amount of stigma associated with being homosexual.

The sources are available from Manchester University (reference: GB 133 AED), however they are also available online through Archives Hub[footnoteRef:1].  There are many archival sources which relate to Tony Dyson; however, a short selection has been chosen for the purposes of this exercise.  They are as follows: [1:  Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker, University of Manchester Library, 
GB 133 AED: <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025> [accessed 29th October 2021]] 


Papers relating to homosexual rights and Christianity:

These papers relate to the campaigning that Dyson did as an Anglican Christian in support of Homosexual rights. These papers include correspondence from an array of Christian organisations. Some of which include the Open Church group and The Christian, which was a form of journal or magazine.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Papers relating to homosexual rights and Christianity, University of Manchester Library, GB 133 AED/2/1/2.  <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025?component=c3bb3504-becc-3bf8-a4e3-d2de077ead18> [accessed 9th November 2021]
] 


In the first set of 44 pieces, there was correspondence relating to Dyson as an editor for The Christian.  There are seven denominations which are included in the discussion of Christian Theology.  In addition to this there are replicas of letters from Dyson. Many of them are from Edward Aubert of the Dorothy Kerin Trust and Burrswood Christian Hospital, which have marketing materials and an order of service.  There is also a copy of an article entitled, ‘Solitude and communion in the life of Thomas Merton’, which could have been written by Dyson and has some manuscript corrections on it.
The link for information on this is as follows:
<https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025?component=5f36dbfa-faed-3647-b0a5-7d20409bd254> [accessed 9th November 2021][footnoteRef:3] [3:  Correspondence and papers relating to editorship of The Christian. University of Manchester Library, GB 133 AED/2/1/2/1: <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025?component=5f36dbfa-faed-3647-b0a5-7d20409bd254 
[accessed 9th November 2021]] 


Perhaps of particular significance are the papers relating to the Viva Trust.  The trust was set up by Dyson and Tucker in 1970 to provide a counselling service for Gay and Bisexual men and women. The information surrounding this can be found under AED/2/1/2/3 at Manchester University Library: <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025?component=fba6598c-1073-319d-8074-71765c6c2550> [accessed 10th November 2021][footnoteRef:4] [4:  Papers relating to the Viva Trust. University of Manchester Library, AED/2/1/2/3: <Papers relating to the Viva Trust - Papers relating to homosexual rights and Christianity - Papers of Tony Dyson - University of Wales, Lampeter, accrual: Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker - Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker - Archives Hub (jisc.ac.uk) > [accessed 10th November 2021]] 


There is also evidence of Dyson’s campaigning with Cliff Tucker which can be found here: <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025?component=f4194710-996d-3b16-b874-f65d0b926ce0> [accessed 9th November 2021][footnoteRef:5] [5:  Correspondence relating to homosexual rights and Christianity. University Of Manchester Library,  
GB 133 AED/2/1/2/2: <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025?component=f4194710-996d-3b16-b874-f65d0b926ce0 >
[Accessed 29th October 2021]] 


Papers relating to literature and education:

These papers incorporate twenty-two pieces from the work of Dyson as an editor.  They include various correspondence, but in most parts with R.S. Thomas, Thom Gunn, and Macmillan (who were publishers).  The papers also include first editions of poems by Thomas, Gunn, and Ted Hughes.  Dyson’s work as an editor is also apparent in Casebooks, the black papers, Critical Quarterly, and Norwich tapes, which are available in these papers[footnoteRef:6].   [6:  Papers relating to literature and education, University of Manchester university: GB 133 AED/2/1/1 < > [accessed 9th November 2021]] 



Personal Papers of Tony Dyson:

Perhaps the most significant of these are records related to a letter concerning the death of Cliff Tucker[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Papers relating to the death of Cliff Tucker, Manchester University Library, GB 133 AED/2/1/3/1/3: Papers relating to the death of Cliff Tucker - Letters and papers - Personal Papers - Papers of Tony Dyson - University of Wales, Lampeter, accrual: Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker - Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker - Archives Hub (jisc.ac.uk)  > [accessed 9th November 2021]] 


Tucker, on his death asked for money to be sent to his old college at Lampeter (now University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Lampeter), to pay for a scholarship in historical research, ‘a public lecture series and a new lecture theatre.’[footnoteRef:8]  After Tucker’s death Dyson became more secluded and had problems with his health but continued to be involved in matters concerning the environment and homelessness.[footnoteRef:9]   [8: University of Wales, Lampeter, accrual: Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker, University of Manchester Library, GB 133 AED/2:  < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025?component=001e6edf-ac98-385f-8f4a-e7a87f3a8ef7 >[accessed 29th October 21] ]  [9:  Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker, University of Manchester Library, GB 133 AED: <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025>
[accessed 29th October 2021]] 


While Tony Dyson was an influential figure in campaigning for LGBTQ+ rights, it is not without acknowledgement the major importance his partner Cliff Tucker had in his life and in his campaigning.  Indeed, the couple were in a long-term relationship for many years before Tucker’s death.   In addition to this, the letters, columns and responses to The Christian, The Times, and the Gay news were also of significance in promoting LGBTQ+ rights, campaigning for fair treatment and impartiality.[footnoteRef:10]    [10: Papers of Tony Dyson and Cliff Tucker University of Manchester Library, GB 133 AED:  <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/6aa178a1-4379-3933-877d-9beeb47de025> [accessed 11th November 2021]] 


(Word count 1043)
