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A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources
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Introduction 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _Hlk68454730]This essay compares and contrasts two papers: J. Blain, ’Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and Rationality’ in DISKUS Volume 6（2000）[footnoteRef:1](the paper ‘Speaking Shamanistically’)，and T.L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’[footnoteRef:2] (the paper ‘Catholic Girls’) by the literature review, methodology of research and ethic considerations, as well as the researcher’s reflexivity in the research.  [1:  Jenny Blain, ‘Speaking Shamanistically：Seidr, Academia and Rationality’, DISKUS Volume 6 (2000),]  [2:  T. L. Brink，‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’，Review of Religious Research , Autumn, 1978, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Autumn, 1978), pp.82-85] 


Literature review 

The context of ‘Speaking Shamanistically’ is about the experiential research of a shamanistic practice, seidr. This paper was written in 2000 by Jenny Blain, who is a senior lecturer from school of Social Science and Law. It aims to give the insiders’ experiential description of shamanistic events and also explore the construction of seidr world and its community from academic perspective. This paper discussed about the shaman, moving thought the worlds, in an attempt to re-construct the link between people of spirits as the mediator from the perspective of author’s own knowledge and experiences basing on her insider’s role. The author also criticized the old image of ethnography that the anthropologist as objective observer can only gather partial local knowledge and situated observation. Meanwhile, the author gave the reflexivity opinions on seidr’s practices and discourses about how the seidr-worker move from one to the other level of world in irrational statues with her own faith of spirits.   

While, the paper ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls’ got quite clear structure. 
It was written in 1979 by T.L.Brink. This paper is divided into 3 parts, including Hypothesis statement, Procedures and Results of the research, and Discussion & conclusions. The researcher processed the survey among 227 Catholic girls in the high school by questionnaires in 1976 and wanted to examine a hypothesis that adolescent girls will keep only one of the beliefs among Roman Catholic, astrology, reincarnation. After administering the questionnaires among 227 Catholic girls, the author found that the hypothesis was not confirmed. Some Catholic girls got her belief in both astrology and Catholic religion, or both reincarnation and Catholic religion. In the last part of paper, the author discussed that why it would appear in the background of culture in the 1970’s. The author used Freud’s theory to discuss the fear of death in the psychological perspective to understand the function of beliefs, which is protecting the ego from a fearful situation by adherence to different beliefs or practices which strive for the same function. 

Methodology used for the research 
Comparing to the paper of ‘Speaking Shamanistically: Seidr, Academia and Rationality’, the paper ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls’ is more focus on the analysis of questionnaires. It gathered the statues of Catholic girls’ beliefs during the class time of a Catholic high school via 227 questionnaires. But it did not claim how many junior students and how many senior students among 227 participants. The access of 227 participants has not informed as well. It only mentioned that the questionnaires were collected on a class time of a Roman Catholic Girls high school. As Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey claimed, ‘your fieldwork approach encompasses both how the data will be collected and which research methods you will use.’[footnoteRef:3] The author did not indicate why he use the approach of questionnaires and why Catholic Girls rather than boys. Those girls are from the same Catholic girls’ high school, who might be influenced by the same teacher in this school. It is possible that the participants’ family are from the same area, where astrological belief is quite strong, affecting on the result of questionnaire.  [3:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, Ajay Bailey, Qualitative research methods, (London: Sage Publications ,2011), p.33] 


About the reliability of the survey, the methodology should consider about the consistency of measure. ‘The first concern is internal consistency, which is really a matter for measure which are in the form of scales or indices.’ [footnoteRef:4] The research about the ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls’ did not divide 227 participants of juniors and seniors at high school, which might cause the problem that some juniors comprise on unitary idea about their faith. The second concern is about timing. As Alan Bryman claimed that, ‘the measure’s consistency over time, is testing for which entails administering the measure more than once.’ [footnoteRef:5] It is worth to think about when the time changes, for instance, the junior become senior students if their faith about Catholic, Reincarnation and Astrology would be changed.  [4:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in social research, (New York: Routledge, 2018), p. 29]  [5:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in social research, (New York: Routledge, 2018), p. 29] 


While, the methodology of ‘Speaking Shamanistically’ is based on the ethnographic fieldwork, which is a qualitative research approach. ‘In conducting ethnographic fieldwork, researchers typically participate in the lives of the study population.’ [footnoteRef:6] The researcher of this paper participated the daily activities by attending the local wedding as she claimed at the beginning of paper and gave lots of observation and experimental description as an insider. Different from the paper of ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls’, there is no numerical data involving in the research, only providing three accounts about how seid worker gets into the field. It comes to a conclusion that each seidworker has his or her own descriptions or interpretation about the other level of world, basing on the different processes of seid-journey. Based on the native informants, the author discussed about the belief of spirits and the mediator who is active in the creation of shamanic community.  [6:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, Ajay Bailey, Qualitative research methods, (London: Sage Publications ,2011), p.46] 


‘It is always questionable that a researcher can enter the field completely ignorant, as researchers have their own individual and social frameworks, personal identity and physical features with which they enter the field.’[footnoteRef:7] In the paper of ‘Catholic girls’, the researcher gave a hypothesis, and the survey did not confirm his initiative hypothesis. It seems that the researcher entered into the topic with the status of completely ignorant and without any bias. While, in the paper of Seidr, the researcher discovered and explored the seidr community locating herself within it, she also admitted that she brought her awareness about Feminism and the critique of ethnography into the situation of discussing the multiple realities of the seidr seance.  [7:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, Ajay Bailey, Qualitative research methods, (London: Sage Publications, 2011), p.46 ] 


As Judith Bell and Stephen Waters claimed in ‘Doing your research project’, the disadvantages of quantitative research method are ‘no account taken of human thoughts and feelings; can provide descriptive data of large populations but there can be difficulties with identifying reasons for the data or interpreting it.’[footnoteRef:8] Those disadvantages of quantitative research appeared on the research of ‘Catholic girls’. While, in the research of ‘Speaking Shamanistically’, the researcher gave three different accounts to explain the statues when the seid worker drive into the mediator with the sprite and people. Also, the researcher tried to explain why the descriptions of three accounts are different from each other basing on the culture background of local community, etc.  [8:  Judith Bell and Stephen Waters, Doing your research project, (New York: Open University Press/McGraw-
Hill, 2017), 7th edition, p.25] 


Meanwhile, the qualitative research method got its disadvantage, for instance, ‘findings cannot be tested with statistical significance, findings cannot be generalized to whole populations, and greater risk of researcher bias affecting the results.’[footnoteRef:9] Those disadvantages of qualitative approach appeared on the research of ‘Speaking Shamanistically’. It would be doubt that the description of three account cannot represent the whole community. The bias of feminine perspective with spirit belief may affect the results of research. Comparing to the research of ‘Catholic girls’, the result from survey would be much more objective and showed how it would contradict the hypothesis. With the statistical power of 227 surveys, it shows the findings generalized to whole populations in one Catholic high school. It avoids the bias of researcher affecting the result, which comes out from the survey responses automatically.   [9:  Judith Bell and Stephen Waters, Doing your research project, (New York: Open University Press/McGraw-
Hill, 2017), 7th edition, p.26] 


Reflexivity in the research 

‘Reflexivity is a process that involves conscious self-reflection on the part of researchers to make explicit their potential influence on the research process.’[footnoteRef:10] In the qualitative research, the researchers would bring their subjective influence into the research process, including data collection and interpretation. Scholar Etherington argued that one logical conclusion of the reflexive process is autoethnography, ‘an autobiographical genre of writing and research’[footnoteRef:11] in which the researcher him or herself becomes the object of research. It has been described as a “blend of ethnography and autobiographical writing that incorporates elements of one’s one life experience when writing about others”[footnoteRef:12], or ‘a form of self-narrative that places the self within a social context[footnoteRef:13] .The researcher of ‘Speaking Shamanistically’ began the paper by giving a story that she will give a dance for a wedding. Then she stated that she chose to enter the world of seidr as a native-speaker, and try to understand the construction of seidr as part or not part of that community. With her Feminism and the critical of ethnography awareness, she expressed her personal and other seidr workers’ experience, and how she interpreted the phenomena to construct the complete shaman world.  Also, the researcher is in belief of the spirit and believe that seidworker is a mediator between people and spirits. Even, she raised up the question that do the spirits exist? She realized that the belief of spirit would discredit her reputation to do unbiased ethnography. At the same time, she thought without belief would also be in a bias view. Comparing to the paper of ‘Catholic girls’, the researcher is an outsider of the participants from Catholic high school. But he still tried to understand that the inconsistency of the belief is because of the confusion and uncertainty from adolescent who want to protect her ego from a fearful situation by adherence to different beliefs or practices which strive for the same function.  [10:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, Ajay Bailey, Qualitative research methods, (London: Sage Publications ,2011), p. 19 ]  [11:  Etherington, Kim, Becoming a Reflexive Researcher: Using Ourselves in Research (London: Jessica Kingsley 2004), p.139]  [12:  Scott-Hoy, K , ‘The Visitor: Juggling life in the grip of the text’, in A.P. Bochner and C. Ellis (eds), Ethnographically Speaking: Authoethnography, Literature and Aesthetics, (Oxford: Altamira Press 2002), p. 276]  [13:  Reed-Danahay, D.E. , Auto/Ethnography: Rewriting the Self and the Social, (Oxford: Berg 1997).] 


The danger of reflexivity is that the researcher disappears into their own feelings, and there is nothing more than their own experience. Reflexive research that overtly acknowledges the life and presence of the researcher as part of the research, and deals with issues such as gender, culture, race and class, has contributed to what has been called a ‘crisis of representation’ [footnoteRef:14]. This crisis has been created in response to the falling away of traditional assumptions of truth, reality and knowledge that previously provided us with familiar structures for presenting our findings. [footnoteRef:15] The researcher of ‘Speaking Shamanistically’ fell into her own experience as a participant of her research. She expressed her against on the patronizing attitude if the ethnographer is an outsider. She wanted to only rely on the realities from participants, the insiders. Because of her own belief of spirit, she thought the ethnographer distancing from the belief, would fall into a fixed, static and unchanging interpretations, rather than a specific personal engaging interpretation. The opinion and statement are quite subjective which only followed her own feelings and experience, lacking the objective perspective. It was really caused the crisis of representation without traditional ethnographer perspective as an outsider. While the paper of ‘Catholic girls’ get the results and conclusion from the data. It avoided researcher’s own feeling and background to involve into the data collection.  [14:  Denzin, Norman K., and Yvonna S. Lincoln (eds.), Collecting and Interpreting Qualitative Materials, (London: Sage 1998).]  [15:  Etherington, Kim, Becoming a Reflexive Researcher: Using Ourselves in Research (London: Jessica Kingsley 2004).p.83] 


Ethical considerations 
‘Ethics are the guiding principles that help an individual or group to decide what is right or wrong’.[footnoteRef:16] Ethical issues can arise at any stage of the research process – in the design [16:  Bell, J. and S. Waters, Doing Your Research Project (New York: Open University Press/McGraw-
Hill, 2017), 7th edition, p. 64.] 

stage, the fieldwork stage, and in the analysis/writing up. [footnoteRef:17]In the paper of Catholic girls, the researcher gathered 227 questionnaires on the class of high school, including junior and senior students as participants. It did not obey the rule that participant should be adults, who can be responsible for their own behaviors. The researcher should ask for the permission of adolescents’ legal guardian to invite those participants to join this research, but it did not statue on the procedure of the research.  [17:  Hennink, Hutter & Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 62] 


While in the paper of ‘Speaking Shamanically’, the researcher gave several names of seidr worker who are in the same local community with researcher. There is no doubt that the researcher can get the first-hand experiences and interpretation from those close friends as participants. But the judgement would be influenced by her own subjectivity-her personal background, experience and view of the world.[footnoteRef:18] The names of participants also showed on the paper, which violated the Anonymity and Confidentiality principles in the Ethic consideration. [footnoteRef:19] Meanwhile, the author of paper did not give the background if she got the permission of participants to disclosure their names and interpretation on the public paper.  [18:  Hennink, Hutter & Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 62.]  [19:  Hennink, Hutter & Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 71] 

Regarding to the issue of subjective judgement, the researcher of ‘Catholic Girls’ claimed that he was surprised at the low response of the subjects to the state. But still, he accepted and discussed why the hypothesis did not confirm. He did not influence by his own experience and view of the world. 

Conclusion 
Comparing to the paper of ‘Catholic girls’, the methodology of ‘Speaking Shamanistically’ is more focus on the researcher’s own experience and the interpretation of Seidr work as insider. She gave quite clearly reflexivity to consider the influence of her own belief and awareness of Feminism and Critique of ethnography. While, the methodology of research of ‘Catholic girls’ is focus on the questionnaire analysis from a Catholic high school. The structure is logically divided into three parts, and provides a firm conclusion according to 227 questionnaire. But it failed to analysis what is the real reason making the belief system do not match the hypothesis. Each paper got its own flaw by the ethic consideration. The paper ‘Catholic girls’ gathered the data from non-adults, and did not disclosure if get the permission from their legal guardians. The paper ‘Speaking Shamanistically’ disclosure the name of participants, which violated the general Anonymity and Confidentiality principles from Ethic consideration view. It did not indicate if the researcher got the permission of participants also. Although both qualitative and quantity approach have its own disadvantages, these two paper demonstrate those disadvantages by its own way, still, the thought and conclusion which two papers achieved are quite unique and inspiration by its own unique perspective. 
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