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	1.
Points of contact


If you need to discuss anything relating to the module please contact: 

Carys Jennings      01267 676673     c.jennings@uwtsd.ac.uk
Please use your university email account to email members of staff, and check your inbox regularly.
	2.
Our expectations


We hope that you will enjoy the module and programme and are here to help. 

You should: 

· make good use of the University facilities and resources

· attend and participate in sessions

· act responsibly 

· meet assignment deadlines

· engage fully in all sessions

· behave appropriately when on and off campus eg when on visits

Please read the University Regulations for Students.
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	3.
Aims and Learning Outcomes


AIM(S) 

· To develop trainees’ knowledge and understanding of the importance of creating enabling learning environments.
· To explore the importance of the outdoors and out of school learning opportunities as part of a planned curriculum within the primary age phase.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module you should be able to:

· demonstrate an understanding of the complex nature of learning and of factors promoting effective learning experiences;

· demonstrate an understanding of what is meant by a ‘learning environment’ and how this impacts on children’s development;

· identify and explain the significance of  some key theories of learning;

· explore and evaluate strategies used by practitioners to monitor and assess learning;

· organise your knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources and present their work at the appropriate level.
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	4.
Essential background reading and tasks


Research

Before commencing at university, you should have completed the tasks outlined in the pre-module guide. Ensure that you bring this information with you to lectures so that it can be used as a basis for discussion.

You could also go to the Library and look for educational periodicals, newspapers and magazines. You could look for articles about learning in general, as well as those that relate to the indoor and outdoor learning environment. For example:

· TES Cymru

· Primary Education

· Early Years Outdoors

· Teaching and Learning

· Teach Primary

There are also a number of websites that can help inspire you – here are some starting suggestions:

Learning Through Landscapes 

http://www.ltl.org.uk/

Play Wales 




http://www.playwales.org.uk/

National Museum of Wales


http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/

The National Archives 


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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	5.
Module summary


The order of these sessions may change according to circumstances and there will be overlap in the themes covered. Ensure you check Moodle regularly, for changes to the timetable or guidance on inter-session reading.

	Week
	Lecture Summary
	QTS
	Tutor
	Date/Time

	30
	Lead Lecture – introduction to the module.

What do we know about learning? 

Where do children learn?

How do children learn best?
Assignment information.
	S2.1
S2.7
	CWJ
	21/3/19
4.00 – 5.00

1B CJ8

21/3/19

3.00– 4.00

1C CJ8



	  36
	Effective learning environments – what do we mean by ‘enabling’?

Key learning theories and theorists – Dewey, Macmillan and more.

(Preparation for setting Visit 1).
	S2.1

S2.4

S3.3.1

	CWJ

	29/4/19

HG1

1B/ 1C

  9.00 – 11.00



	  36


	Visit1 theory in action in a variety of learning environments beyond the classroom – local area visit. 

	
	The Team
	1/5/19

9.00 – 3.00

	  36
	Movement and Learning.

Exploring theories relating to the physicality of learning. Shouldn’t children sit at desks to learn?
	S2.3

  S1.3

	HD/

IEW
	29/4 

11.00 – 1.00

1B Studio
30/4 

11.00 – 1.00 1C TL4

	  36


	What does the research tell us?

Who’s who in child development theoretical circles.


	S3.1

  S1
	CWJ
	30/4/19

11.00 – 1.00

1B TL3

30/4/19

9.00 – 11.00

1C TL3

	  36


	Positive learning environments –

‘Can do’

Developing inclusivity, self-esteem and ensuring wellbeing within the classroom and beyond
	S1.5

S3.1.2
	NR
	30/4/19

9.00- 11.00

1B CJ5

30/4/19

2.00 – 4.00

1C CJ5



	  37


	ICT and e-safety – what are the advantages and disadvantages of using ICT in education?

Using ICT to capture learning – benefits and challenges of using digital cameras and more.
	S2.5

S3.2.1

S3.3.10

	TC /

AT
	7/5/19

9.00 – 11.00

1B CJ5

7/5/19

2.00 – 4.00

1C P7

	 37


	Visit 2 – local area study

museums, galleries, castles, churches and more…. Exploring a variety of spaces and places to learn.

Directed Task 2
	
	The Team


	8/5/19

9.00 – 3.00 

	  37


	Spaces and Places to play – exploring why playful learning opportunities are so important. How can these opportunities be promoted? What resources are available to support educators?
	 S2.7

S3.1.3
	CWJ
	9/5/19

3.00 – 5.00 

1B & 1C CJ4



	 37


	‘Cotton Wool Kids’ Thinking about risk – acceptable and unacceptable. 
Arranging educational visits.
	 S1.2

 S1.7

	GP
HD
	7/5/19

11.00 – 1.00

1B TL3

7/5/19

11.00 – 1.00
1C TL4

	  38


	A ‘Toxic Childhood’? What sort of society are our children growing up in? Virtual learning environments – questioning whether children can benefit from access to these.
	S1.8

S2.5

S3.3.3

S3.3.10
	TC
	13/5/19
9.00 – 11.00

1B & 1C CJ4

	  38


	The Outdoors-

Developing inquisitiveness and a variety of skills outdoors
	S1.5

S3.1.2
	CWJ
NR
	14/5/19
2.00 – 4.00

1B TL3

14/5/19

9.00 – 11.00

1C TL3

	  38


	Learning actively and physically.

Investigating adventurous play and developing an understanding of the links between movement and cognition.
	 S2.3

 S1.3
	HD

IEW
	14/5/19
2.00 – 4.00

1B Studio

14/5/19

11.00 – 1.00

1C Studio



	  39
	Forest schools and Outdoor learning – isn’t it all a bit cold, wet and dangerous? Develop knowledge and understanding of the rationale and theory behind outdoor learning and forest schools. Identify the benefits of such an approach, and explore examples of Forest school activities.
	S2.1a

S2.2

S2.5

S3.1.15
	CWJ
	20/5/19

9.00 – 11.00

1B TL4

21/5/18

9.00 – 11.00

1C TL3

	Assignment hand in date:

28-5-19




	7.
Assessment tasks and guidance


	MODULE CODE
	MODULE TITLE
	MODE OF ASSESSMENT

	ECAD4005
	Spaces and Places to Learn
	Portfolio (3000 words)
100%

‘Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning.’



Refer to ‘Submission and return dates 2018/19’ on Moodle
School requirements when submitting assignments

1. All trainees MUST submit a self-assessment checklist for each assignment (see appendix F of the Study Skills Handbook). Make sure you tick off each element that you have completed. 

2. All trainees MUST include a completed copy of the assessment reporting (AR) sheet for each assignment. The AR sheet is presented in the Assessment task and guidance section of each module handbook (an e – version of all module handbooks will be available on Moodle). 

3. All trainees MUST place their student number on the AR sheet and also complete the self evaluation component of the AR sheet for every assignment.

4. When submitting work please ensure that it is presented securely e.g. in a zip folder or button file that can be closed. If there are different elements being submitted on the same submission date please make sure that they are physically connected and “secure”, and if possible in one folder.  An electronic version MUST also be included (CD rom, pen drive etc).  It is the responsibility of trainees to retain copies of their work.  
5. All trainees MUST ensure that there is a correct student number on each page of their work and on any item (no matter how small) that they include as part of an assessment.  CD roms MUST be marked in permanent pen with the student number, the module and any relevant assignment title.

6. All trainees MUST include the correct submission slip including their student number, the CORRECT module code and the CORRECT name for the Module Coordinator (these can be found in each module handbook).

7. All CDs included as part of the assessment MUST be checked for content by the trainees themselves – the trainees are fully responsible for ensuring that this content is present and is saved correctly.

8. Each printed page submitted MUST meet the School of ITET specifications (e.g. paragraphing, line spacing etc) listed in the Study Skills Handbook.

You should always check with the Module Co-ordinator for any other specific requirements.

	8.
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