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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The evolution of operation police equipment and their modern day application.
INTRODUCTION:

The purpose of this study is to explore how police equipment, such as personal protective equipment, has evolved throughout the history of policing in the United Kingdom. The first full time police force in the United Kingdom was The Met, and in 1829 the serving officers were provided a truncheon, rattle and handcuffs as personal protective equipment (BBC, 2025). The research conducted during this study will examine how the equipment utilised by these officers has evolved into the equipment utilised by modern day police officers on a daily basis. The study will also examine when certain types of personal protective equipment were introduced, such as in 1996 where most forces in England and Wales adopted the use of CS Spray following it’s initial introduction in 1995 and a trial period to 1996 when it was widely established (Tyler and King, 2000). This study will focus on gathering data from current serving police officers, as well as retired officers on how they utilise their personal protective equipment and what changes they feel could be introduced to aid their roles. This research is worthy of academic study, as it aims to explore not only how operational officers use personal protective equipment, but also how it has evolved throughout history and the reasons for it’s evolution. An understanding into these changes provides insight into how policing has changed to adapt to officer safety, and how police organisations respond to the risks of policing and the expectations of operational officers. Therefore, this study may provide possible suggestions for future changes into police equipment.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To analyse the equipment used by modern day operational police officers in the United Kingdom, and the training they are provided on how to use it. 
· To explore how police personal protective equipment has evolved since the early days of policing to what it is now in the modern day. 
· To evaluate modern day police equipment and how much they are utilised by operation police officers. 


Throughout this study, research using academic sources shall be conducted exploring these three objectives. The study will also utilise a questionnaire to be completed by serving police officers and retired officers to gain perspective into the use of personal protective equipment from different generations of policing, this will enable insight into how equipment has changed over time. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This study will utilise articles gathered from Google Scholar and other academic journals. Whereas research has already been conducted in the area of police personal protective equipment, such as from gmpmuseum.co.uk (n.d.), who looked at how the “New Police” were equipped in the 18th to 19th century. There is a gap in how this has evolved overtime and why certain technologies were introduced, specifically taking into consideration the thoughts and opinions of current active operational police officers. This is an important element to consider as personal protective equipment is a layer of defence and protection for these officers. 

Data will also be gathered from news sources and other areas to create a wider, more holistic picture of how personal protective equipment has evolved over time. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This study will utilise empirical research, which will be gathered using questionnaires. Questionnaires have been selected as the method due to the relative ease of completion, creation and distribution. They also allow for a wider range of data to be collected in an appropriate timescale. These questionnaires will be distributed not only to current serving police officers, but to retired officers no longer in the force.

The questionnaire will be sent out to fellow police officers in an email format, with the link attached. Details regarding the study will be included in the email to allow participants completing the questionnaire to have informed consent on how their data will be used and include information about the withdrawal process. For retired police officers a gatekeeper will be used to send out the questionnaire. 

The added benefit of a questionnaire is that through the online participation, it will attract more participants than it would if the study was completed in person. The questionnaire used shall be anonymous, which will help to ensure honesty and reduce pressure from the participants. The only element of the questionnaire that would be considered a personal question, will be whether the participant in a current serving police officer, or a retired police officer. 

This study will use a variety of different source materials gathered from a variety of data sources when investigating the existing literature.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This study will utilise a questionnaire that will be sent to an estimated twenty existing members of the police force and twenty retired police officers. This sample size will be effective at gathering a wide variety of perspectives on the use of personal protective equipment in the modern day, and how the equipment has changed throughout the years, whilst being achievable. 


This will assist in identifying the differences in police equipment and how much certain equipment is used today compared to the past, the data gathered by the questionnaire will be anonymous, with the only identifying question being their current status as a police officer.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Due to the nature of the study being completed, there are no foreseen ethical issues. Should any ethical issues arise during the completion of this study, they shall be recorded and dealt with accordingly. 


	TIME SCALE:

Completion of this study will involve four stages. The first being gathering and analysing existing research on this topic (around 1 month). The second being the completing of the survey questionnaire and collecting the data from the answers provided (1 month). The third is the analysis of the collected data (2 months). The final stage will be the writing of the study (up to 2 months). Therefore, a period of three to six months would be adequate for completion of the project. 

This time scale will be subject to change.
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