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Introduction
An ongoing debate about whether or not using Virtual learning environments (VLEs) improves the learning, helps progress students from passive to active learners and if the use of Moodle produces improvement in learning (Bennet 2000, Clark 2006).
We live in a world where VLEs is now widely used in education and in many other sectors. It has been recognised that the use of specialised delivery technologies can provide efficient and timely access to learning materials, making VLEs the new preferred pathway way of learning. The aim of this report is to investigate exactly the importance of virtual learning experience, in order to support my report, both primary and secondary data about VLEs were collected, and a survey on the topic was created in order to increase my understanding about, Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 















Rationale of the study

I believe that education is one of the few sustainable means to equip and prepare people around the world with the skills and resources to confront the challenges of ignorance, war, poverty, and environmental degradation. VLEs is perhaps the most powerful means of extending this resource and making it accessible to all.  So, it is important that studies around the topic keep happening in order to improve and find new ways of delivering this service, which I believe, at one point, it will be the only way of learning for under or postgraduates. 
We live in a technological world and online instruction is an innovative approach for bringing information to a remote audience, using the Web as the medium Khan,1997. However, it involves more than just the presentation and delivery of materials using the Web: the learner and the learning process should be the focus of online learning, and the only way of making it possible is by constantly looking for methods and new techniques to make virtual learning accessible and possible for everyone.













Literature review 
Whilst this study focussed explicitly on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, I recognise that as a student and part of the virtual learning community, to this point, it is important to understand the concept of virtual learning.
Different terminologies have been used in order to come to definition for the term, which made it difficult to develop a generic definition.  Khan, 1997 says that online learning is the use of Internet to access learning materials; to interact with the content, instructor, and other learners; and to obtain support during the learning process, in order to acquire knowledge, to construct personal meaning, and to grow from the learning experience, without having to be physically present and at a lower price ( Khan,1997).
I believe this author makes a strong argument, as everything stressed on his definition is what I have been experiencing as a virtual learning student. It is also necessary to consider the different aspects, both positive and negative of virtual learning and as outlined above, the impact of Moodle on students learning experience at the university of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.

Positive impacts of virtual learning:
· Student from all over the world can avail education, as online learning knows no time zone, therefore, location and distance are not a problem.
· With Moodle students can access relevant learning material online at any time, is easy to access and secure.
· Online learning is effective and has the advantage of been accompanied by various learning aids.
· Tutoring can be done at anytime, anywhere.
· Increased inclusivity.
· Cost savings, affordability.
· Improve technical skills.
· Greater flexibility for the studying times.
· Virtual learning gave me the gift of been able to manage my time between work and university.
· Suits a variety of learning styles.
· Improve student’s attendance.
Negative impacts of virtual learning:
· Inability to focus on screens, it can be very difficult to focus on screens for long period of time.
· There is a high chance of students to get easily distracted with social media or other sites. 
· Technology issues, internet can be an issue specially for students from smaller cities and towns, where there is not a consistent connection or service.
· Students can develop a sense of isolation, for the lack of physical interaction with classmates.
· Not every lecturer has the basic understanding of using digital forms of teaching, or they do not have the necessary material to conduct the classes.
· It can cause some healthy hazards because of the amount of time spent in front of a screen.













                                            Research methodology
As part of the research, both primary and secondary data were collected and analysed. A questionnaire with seven questions related to the above topic was created, which was operationalised as a primary data collection tool, and then I used the questionnaires to conduct a survey online, where my target population was thirty students from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David in London, and my sample size was of thirteen students. Ten percent of the population was selected and the data coming from this survey was analysed and turned into graphs, by using excel, shown in the next section. As for the secondary research, in order to summarize and increase overall effectiveness for my research, I consulted some published material, from books and websites by different authors related to Virtual Learning Experience and the impact of Moodle on students.

Analysis and discussion
After conducting an online survey (primary research) to my classmates at the University of wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, on the impact of Virtual Learning Moodle on students, I come to realise that:
1. On a scale of strongly agree to strongly disagree, out of thirty (population) , thirteen students ( sample size used for research) ,when asked if virtual learning is making it easier to manage their time between university and work the higher results was that 46.15% of students agree with the affirmation and the lowest was 0% for disagree.



2. 54% of students agree that virtual learning is giving people the chance to get back into education without having to go through extreme changes in their lives and 8% of the students do not have an opinion about the affirmation.



3. When it comes to the use of Moodle to access online material to support studies, I noticed that not every student shares the same opinion, with the highest vote of 60% agreed and 8% disagree or neither agree or disagree, with in comparison to the other question has a higher number of disagree. 


4. One of the biggest advantages of virtual learning experience is that the number of students has increase all over the globe, 54% of student agree with this affirmation and 8% disagree. 


5. Unfortunately, one of the biggest barriers on virtual learning can be caused by poor connectivity, therefor, clear communication can sometimes be a problem between lectures and students, 38% of students agree and 23% neither agree nor disagree.





6. Virtual learning has now been compared as having the same impact on student’s education as it does in campus, even knowing that sometimes lectures and students are miles away from each other. The result for this affirmation has caught my attention because 46% of the enquired student disagree with the affirmation, therefor, in campus learning has still been preferred by many and only 8% of the population inquired agree that it is not necessary to be present in the same physical space in order to have an education.


7. 38% of students says to feel limited by Virtual leaning, which I believe these figures are mainly coming of one of the biggest issues virtual learning still yet to overcome, poor connectivity. On the other hand, 31% of students nor agree or disagree and 15% disagree.


Nowadays, virtual learning is becoming one of the most accessible pathways for students who want to get back into education or carry on working alongside getting an education. I believe that for Virtual learning to be affective for the next generation, it must include mobile learning, online communities and learning management systems that make it easier for each user to access information. Studies in the design, testing, and application of new e-learning environments are currently taking place all over the world, with the aim of improving accessibility so that more students can get opt for virtual learning.
Research Ethics/ Ethical consideration
While collecting data, I knew that I would encounter a few challenges in order to come up with useful information for this report, especially because of the current situation we are now leaving with the corona virus, where interviews could not be performed. But again, thanks to virtual learning facilities the realisation of the primary research survey could come up to life, however, it was limited to specific number of students, making the results achieved is very limited making it hard to have a general opinion on the topic.
To ensure anonymity of the candidates that participate on this research, I used the website www.surveymonkey.com to create my questionnaire, where candidates subject to this survey could participate by giving their honest opinion in an anonymous way. I also used methods such as referencing and paraphrasing to give credit and acknowledge the identity of authors and websites used as secondary research method and to ensure that the general data protection regulations where followed, all the information presented on this research is accurate, lawfulness and transparent.
Limitations
One of the biggest limitations I had was purely the fact of not been able to conduct my survey into a bigger number of candidates in campus, because of the social distancing rules brought by the corona virus, leaving me with a very limited target population and relying on only one method of conducting my questionnaire. I believe Virtual Learning is a very interesting an wide topic that many student have different opinion and perspectives worth listening too.















Conclusion and Recommendations
In conclusion, virtual learning has had so far, a big impact on many students and lectures, bringing both advantages and disadvantages of an endless world of opportunities for the new methods of education, I believe that the debate about the impact of virtual learning experience and Moodle has not yet come into an end, as there are endless possibilities of improving and update this method of delivering training, lecture …which by day are being preferred by students. The debate is wide-ranging, for the purpose of this study, in the future if I am again to talk about the Impact of virtual learning and Moodle on students or advise someone who is about to do the same research my recommendation on the topic will be to also conduct survey for students in campus in order to have a better understanding on what exactly future generations will be more likely to choose, wen it comes to education.
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Appendix 1
· survey created on the following website: www.surveymonkey.com   full survey available at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XGG327T
· VLE – virtual learning experience 
· Images and graphs exported from Microsoft EXCEL 




	
3- I can easily access all of the material on moddle to support my studies 

60%
23%
8%

strongly agree 	agree	neither agree or disagree	disagree 	stongly disagree 	5	7	1	0	0	

4-  The number of students back into education has increased beacuse of Virtual Learning 

23%
54%
15%
8%

strongly agree 	agree	neither agree or disagree	disagree 	stongly disagree 	3	7	2	1	0	

5- communication between students and lectures cn be poor due to bad internet connection 

31%

38%

8%


strongly agree 	agree	neither agree or disagree	disagree 	stongly disagree 	4	5	3	1	0	

6- virtual learning has the same impact in your education as if you were in campus

8%

15%

31%


strongly agree 	agree	neither agree or disagree	disagree 	stongly disagree 	0	1	4	6	2	

7- I feel limited with virtual learning 

8%

38%

8%


strongly agree 	agree	neither agree or disagree	disagree 	stongly disagree 	1	5	4	2	1	

1- With virtual learning, I can easily manage my time between wok and university 

31%
 46.15%
23%

strongly agree 	agree	neither agree or disagree	disagree 	stongly disagree 	4	6	3	0	0	

2- Virtual learning is giving students another chance to get back into education at a lower costs and without having to go through extreme changes 

38% 
54%
8%

strongly agree 	agree	neither agree or disagree	disagree 	stongly disagree 	5	7	1	0	0	

