The impacts of Gender and Ethnicity have on individuals within school. 
Throughout the last few decades stereotypes within school have blown up massively. It was commonly said that a girls will have a better educational achievement in school than a boy; these types of statements have grown hugely around the world and have affected many young individuals that are studying in school. It has been drilled into children and teens that girls are always the smarter sex and that boys will continue to be boisterous and naughty. However, it is now clear that statement like these is reasonably not true. Studies have been shown that there has been an upwards trend for the same sex, boys were more likely to go on ‘tertiary education’ and were more likely to get a first or ‘upper second-class degrees’. Whereas studies shown for girls that there were fewer of them that would leave with no qualifications. This was a popular and “fascinating topic for sociological study” as it would prove a common stereotype wrong. 
Even though statements like these have quietened down they still have an impact on a boy’s education as sometimes they can become embarrassed about the fact that if they are smart and are able to achieve a good grade, then they will be teased about it. Just like it can have an effect on a girls education that if they were found to not be achieving the grade as expected, they would feel embarrassed and ashamed that they were not reaching as people are expecting them to reach. This could cause children a lack of sleep at night as they are concerned about going to school the next day and being embarrassed. Studies have been shown that sleep deprivation is a growing issue within schools; Timpson stated “a big issue in schools now is around sleep deprivation. Children are not getting enough sleep and that causes problems concentrating”. 
Another way gender could have an impact on an individual’s education would be from educational attainments of girls and boys, this meaning the sex differences within the classroom, how the different sex’s act with the teachers and their engagement. Are girls and boys treated with different interactions in the classroom? information from a book called ‘The Child at School’ states that “boys tend to revive a lot more attention from teachers than girls do” it was also stated in the book that “gender imbalances are a routine and so deeply ingrained that they occur even when teachers try to equalize attention” however, to make this statement there had to be evidence that this was the case within schools. There were studies that interviews with teachers were taken place that judged the teachers attitude towards some of the pupils. At the end of the interviews the results were shown that “male teachers were more likely to select same sex pairs, and this is explained in terms of male teachers being more likely to view the sexes as discrete groups” The research also found that teachers tend to reject the girls and were more concerned about boys. This evidence was found by Michelle Stanworth in 1981 and was a writer of ‘Gender and schooling’. 
For most young individuals school can be a very hard place when society pushes them feel or look a certain way. Stereotypes will go around that only boys can wear blue and girls are to wear pink. But when did this all come about? The trend started around the 19th century; however the colours were not promoted or popular as identifying children’s gender until before World War 1. Dated back in 1884 both sex’ were to wear long white dresses, boys would wear these until the age of 6 or 7 this was also the time of their first haircut. Information taken from a source called ‘Smithsonian’ stated that “Franklin’s outfit was considered gender-neutral”. The stereotype blue and pink can become very distressing for children growing up as they might feel pushed towards a gender that they don’t mentally feel like. This affects most children who feel as though they are transgender, as they are the ones who get bullied for wearing the opposite colour.  

Reports now show that “64% of trans pupils are bullied for their gender identity”. Individuals within school are feeling anxious, lonely and depressed as there is a lack of effort being put into LGBT making them feel as though they have no one to talk to. LGBT individuals have reported that they are bullied and teased at school “receiving inadequate support from teaching staff, and has a direct impact on mental health”. Schools and department of health need to make changes within the way they deal with LGBT and make things more gender neutral so that children feel more secure with each other.  
An individual’s Ethnicity is a “social group that shares a common and distinctive culture, religion, language”. A young person’s ethnicity can affect their educational performance and self esteem as it commonly known for individuals who are a different race or culture to be the ‘odd’ ones out. Self-esteem is something that will be gained within school but also something that can be torn away from them. Especially for children who are bullied for their race or ethnical group. When children bully around race they normally have four main features that will be implemented, it’s normally considered as repetitive and persistent, they use it in an intentionally harmful way, “involves an imbalance of power, leaving someone feeling helpless to prevent it or put a stop to it” the aftermath of this can cause feelings of “distress, fear, loneliness and lack of confidence in those who are at the receiving end”. Information taken from a document called ‘Characteristics of Bulling Victims in School’ found that the percentage of children from minority groups were less likely to be bullied than a young white individual, however, the document also stated that young individuals who’s religion or ethnicity was important to them were more likely to be name called than the other children. This then implements those children religion will be picked on more than their ethnicity. 
There is now a record number of children within the UK that have been excluded for racist bulling “4,590 exclusions for racist abuse during the 2016-17 academic year in England”, teachers have been disturbed with the staggering amount of children who have been excluded due to racist bulling. Child line has also reported that children as young as 9 are contacting them for help and support, “children as young as nine are contacting child line about race or faith-based bulling”, there has been a rise in counselling sessions within the last three years that have been based on racial and faith based bulling, almost 2,500 sessions in total. Children from a range of different ethnical groups have contended child line, Muslims, Jewish, Christian, Black and Sikh. This is making a huge barrier for a child who is mixed race or is from an Ethnical group, education hard and challenging as they are too scared to go to school because of the daily issues they face. It is said that 10.8% of children miss school because they are bullied about their Ethnicity. 
Studies have shown that mixed race children between the ages of 5 and 12 are committing suicide at twice the normal rate of white children the same age are, “suicide rates in the United States have traditionally been higher among white than black individuals across all age groups” this statement taken from a source called US news. The source also stated that the children who were taking their own lives were dealing with issues like bipolar and isolation. However, In a recent study from a source called metro.com, it was stated that a 10 year old boy had tried to take his own life after being bullied by a number of racist at the individual’s school. There had been reports that the child had told the teacher on a number of occasions, however, it seemed to be as they were ignoring the problem as the bullying still continued. It wasn’t just Caleb that was getting bullied at the school though it was stated that almost 200 incidents involving racial was recorded at the Orchard school in Kent. When young children go through these situations it will make them want to avoid the situation as much as possible as it is an extremely unpleastent situation to be. This will cause range of different mental health disorders and is said that “one in eight (12.8%) 5 to 19 years old and at least one mental disorder when assessed in 2017”. The rates of mental disorders have increased largely with age. It is known that 5.55 of 2 to 4 year old young individuals have gone through or experienced some sort of mental disorder, in comparison to 16.9% of 17 to 19 year olds. This is huge distraction for mixed race children as it takes their concentration of their academic achievement away from them as there are so concerned about the bullies at school, they will become restless and tired from lack of sleep at night and over thinking, causing anxiety and a number of different factors to-do with mental health.  
The Equality act 2010 is a legal protection act that protects people from discrimination within the workplace and wider ranges of society. The act makes the law easier for individuals to understand and strengthen the protection in different situations, “it sets out the different ways in which it’s unlawful to treat someone”. There is a number of different types of discrimination that the Equality act cover, these are called ‘protected characteristics’, stated at the Gov.com website “it is against the law to discriminate against anyone because of: Age, Gender reassignment, Being married or in a civil partnership, being pregnant or on maternity leave, disability”, these are just some of the few that were stated on the website, others were bullet pointed as religion, belief, sex, nationality and other ethnical origin. The act protect if you are in the surroundings of your work place, in education, when using any public service or as a customer.  
Children within school that feel as though they are getting discriminated against are legally required to seek help from the Equality act to benefit themselves, they might do this when they feel that they are in danger in the school environment due to being attacked for reasons such as their gender, race, disability, pregnant. A few example of discrimination within education would be if a school or college does not allow a student with ‘facial disfigurement’ due to concerns that is can upset or disturb other students, this would then be direct discrimination because of an individual’s disability. If a pupil is pregnant and the school reduces the number of GCSEs that pregnant individual is studying for, when the student has made clear that she will engage and continue to perform all GCSEs then this could be what they call pregnancy and maternity discrimination. Another example of discrimination in education would be “a University required applicants from the UK to have three A levels but requires overseas applicants to have four A levels”, this then could be known as indirect race discrimination. If individuals within schools collages or university ever feel as though they have been discriminated against then they may want to resolve the problem by talking to the head of the school ect, speaking to the governor of the school, speaking to the community. If the individual is studying within colleges and universities and feels as if they are being discriminated  then to seek help from “Office of the independent Adjudicator for Higher Education for universities and higher education institutions” or the Education funding Agency. 
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