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During this module we will be exploring Shakespeare, the aim of this module is to introduce us to Shakespearean drama and for us to develop the practical and analytical skills needed from an actor to perform Shakespeare by Deploying knowledge and understanding of the process of realising characterisation and performance Apply strategies to interpret Shakespeare’s text, contextualising narrative, intention and character; identify, refine and demonstrate the complex vocal, physical and interpretative techniques required of an actor performing Shakespeare’s work.
I had been dreading this module since the start of the first year of my academic studies as i never liked Shakespeare during school, i expressed these feelings from the start of the module and it nearly made me drop out of university but i had people there to support me through these thoughts, and i am glad that i had not left. We were given two duologues and a speech of our choice we had to perform. Throughout this module we read many Shakespearean quotes and speeches and some short pieces of dialogue between characters to warm all of us up to Shakespeare as it is a scary topic to discuss and learn about.  i was given act 4 and scene3 from Julius Caesar, a play where Cassius and Brutus plot to kill Ceasar the confrontation between Brutus and Cassius and act 4 scene 1 of much ado about nothing, the interaction between Beatrice and Benedick in the end, i don't like Shakespeare but these two scenes where very fun to do and were quite interesting as it could be interpreted in many ways. And for my speech i chose act 2 scene 1 much ado about nothing where Oberon gives a speech to Puck about a plan to make titania fall in love with an Athenian boy.
Some techniques that we used and i did some research on include but not limited to the dee-dum method where you take every syllable and put emphasis on them this is the dee and the second syllable is the dum part where there is less stress on it, ‘A thousand monkeys’ (2016) published an interesting page on how this could be used and how it works, it gave me a better understanding on this and i used it for this module. Some other techniques i did some research in my own time included  ‘the acting coach Scotland’ (2024) whom published a 5-tip program that helped me so, it taught me that translating Shakespeare helps me to understand the text and how it is meant this helped me to understand how i am too say the lines. Too translate the lines i was given so i could understand it better i used a Shakespeare to English translator that helped understand what i was saying and what was being said to me and this was useful as it changed how i reacted to lines and how i said my own lines. 
[bookmark: _Int_itQeIMM3]It was a difficult prosses throughout the entire module as fun as the scenes i had been given my interest into doing the work and putting in effort outside of the lectures were low but i had to push myself into doing it for my partners otherwise it would have been unfair on them if i did none of the work and put them under terrible stress. So, i just pushed my feelings aside and tried to be professional but my speech ended up getting neglected i put minimal effort into it witch i regrated it was the hardest of the three pieces that i had to do. I had a problem with upstaging my partners in the Cassius and Brutus scene i was upstaging Brutus and i my anger from the start was too much and i had nowhere to go from there to show the progression ion of the scene and i had difficulties with the lines for no reason as i did spend a while learning them. With the Beatrice and Benedick scene it was harder than the Julius scene as i had to show affection to my partner witch i have never done on stage before i had to grab her and hold her hand and kiss it this was hard as I'm not attracted to this person in any way so it made the scene fell awkward and less authentic, to combat this i watched ‘jo Kelly’ (2019) a video on how to show affection and show that i love them, this helped as i couldn't help but laugh through the scene and i was afraid that i would laugh during the assessment and break character and ruin the performance. The only mistake i had with my speech was choosing it, i didn't like the speech that i had chosen it was boring, and it didn't have much depth to it i felt, there was nothing that i could connect myself to it so it was difficult to get  emotionally attached to it and method act with it, in hindsight i should have affected the choosing of a speech with much more care that i did. During the assessment in the scene in much ado about nothing my partner forgot their line and i had noticed this and for some reason i remembered the line and i whispered it to her and later on she told me she was greatful that i had whispered it to her and that she had forgotten the line.
The week of the assessment i was very ill and was struggling to get up in the morning and had very low energy and had to leave the lecture too blow my nose and when my paracetamol and ibuprofen had worn off  i would have a terrible headache and dry, sore throat that wouldn't go away i feard this would be a problem as it was only getting worse with time and by the time the assessment came around I'd still be ill and i was but i took some pain killers to help me get through it, also some personal issues happened to me the day of the assessment but i learned from the last module to leave my personal and professional life separate it was hard but i managed to do it. It was alot of stress the last day as i was struggling to remember lines and with my timing i had two lines where i was prone to freeze up and forget the line, i fixed this by reading the lines and recording what i was saying and listening to it over and over again and i did the same with my my monologue. This should not have happened but im quite confident about my capabilities on learning lines as i don't struggle much with it but i think as how different the text was it would have had it so forgetful.
This module i learned much about Shakespeare. even though i can't stand Shakespeare i do believe that two of my three scenes were fun to work on. I learned much about the importance of Shakespeare's texts and how it shaped performing and acting in general, this module taught me not to upstage people during the performance meaning not to act or say any lines upstage from my partner. By reading and studying Shakespeare i felt that my litriture skills had improved and it strengthened my knowledge and integrity on his work and in outside of work through acting and playing Shakespearean roles i felt that it had made me a better acter all round as i practised my diction so the words i spoke where clearer and easier to understand. Most of my work went into translating Shakespeare and through this prosses and with the help of repetitive work and near the end of the module i was able to read most of Shakespeare's text and understand what was being said wherein the start of the module i struggled very hard with it and the concept of being able to understand it was insane and now i find myself accidently referencing Shakespeare.
I feel that this module is important and useful as hard as it is and how boring it is feel that every student will have a positive outcome from the module although it doesn't entice many people to get excited about it like me i do feel it's important to keep this reputation and work alive so i think that this module should keep being taught for the next second years who have the chance to study it.
Evaluation
The assessment went well i was in the second scene to be performed and that scene went incredible the best that me and my partner had ever performed it and i managed to remember all the lines that i was afraid id forget or get wrong, the second was my monologue and i was dissatisfied with my performance with it and it needed more work or to be changed earlier in the module and i fear that it might impact my grade, and my 3 scene went flawlessly and i am very happy with how it went 
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