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“Liverpool stood in the seventies and eighties as the symbol of the inner city. Here, on
Merseyside, as laid bare in newspaper article after newspaper article, television programme
after television programme, seemed to be concentrated all the elements of large-scale
decline. Coupled with the city’s back history of splendours and miseries, they have fired a
passion of frustration which has made itself felt all the way to the football terraces. Liverpool
is the archetype of a city which grew furiously to meet a particular need and, that need having

disappeared, has collapsed on itself”
Ron Middleton, Cities in Transition: The Regeneration of Britain's Inner Cities (Michael Joseph: London, 1991), p. 75
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No sentiment was more frequently expressed to me during
| the time | spent with Tim Raison in Merseyside. There is no
& escaping the uncomfortable implications.
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“Yet there are strengths. There is a substantial City Centre with

grand architectural heritage. It is still an attractive and lively
place. There Is a strong fradition of office work and
entertainment, and outstanding cultural (Walker Art Gallery and
Philharmonic orchestra) and sporting (wewaaaEVErton FC) assets ...
We must build on these things.”

- Michael Heseltine, ‘It Took a Riot,” memo to Prime Minister and the cabinet, August 13 1981 (NA
PREM 19/577), p. 4.



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/catalogue/ExternalRequest.asp?RequestReference=PREM%2019/577

ALBERTDOCK I

albertdock.com
LIVERPOOL

Merseyside
Development
Corporation (MDC)
advertisements, The
Times, March 17
1983, p. 5-6; March
28 1996, p. 28.
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tamous landmark, just minutes from the bustling city

centre, has around 5.5 million visitors a year, and boasts
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museums. With space now available for retail and office
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under development, it's positive proof that it is possible to
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The development of Albert Dock is one of Mersayside

Development Corporation’s major projects on the Mersey
Waterfront, which is now home to such successful organ-
isations as Costco, Littlewoods, Royal Mail, Meyer UK, Cable
North West and Mcintyre & King. If you'd like the pleasure

of joining them, make it your business to call MDC today.

CALL NOW ON

0151 227 3245

MERSEYSIDE

DEVILOPWENT CORPORATON

A PLEASURE



https://www.hatads.org.uk/catalogue/record/9b69a2bc-2eaa-4ce1-87a5-72c410727c06

051:236 6090.WITH TH
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At first glance, the Merseyside Development Corporation ~ prime waterside sites. Right in the heart of an established city, yet

might seem an unlikely marriage bureau. But the Government only fifteen minutes from the motorway network.
recognizes that the only way to achieve successful inner city And there’s no reading the banns. We can act with the
regeneration is to marry the Private Sector with the Public, minimum of red tape and bureaucratic delay.

A marriage of convenience, yes. But a highly profitable one. The Government wants Merseyside to be a showcase for
For both parties. its inner city regeneration programme, soit’s prepared to put a lot

With some very attractive proposals for investors in the of money into making this marriage of Public and Private
Docklands. Sectors work.

We can offer generous financial incentives. Rapid planning If you'd like to marry into money,just give our Commercial

permission. And hundreds of acres of what are rapidly becoming Director a ring. L] Merseyside 1|
C
mDevelopment |

s COIDOYAtION
Contact: Alex Anderson MDC, Royal Liver Builkding Liverpool, L3 I/HL 05123 600

ANEW SOUND'S EMERGING ON MERSEYSIDE
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The Exhibition Hall, Liverpool

Painted by Terence Dalley A.R.C.A.
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Opens 10 am D’lll\
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International Gorden Festlvol

LIVERPOOL'84

2nd May to 14th October

£1.50

“Britain’s first International Garden Festival
brings much more than a glorious year for
Liverpool. Its significance lies in the trade,
tourism and friendship it is stimulating
throughout the country and overseas. The
Implications are self-evident: an event
atfracting many people can act as a
catalyst for the growth of fourism. Britain ... is
beginning to learn that its heritage and
other attractions hold the seed of a major
branch of employment. The lesson of
Liverpool is that a city burdened by high
unemployment and low morale found the
vigour and Inventiveness to grasp the

garden festival opportunity.”
- International Garden Festival Liverpool '84: Festival
Guide



Liverpool Skyline

The surprise for visitors to Liverpool is not
the International Garden Festival.
Although its many facets will delight
them, it is the shimmering centrepiece
they expected to find. But few newcomers
are likely to be familiar with the other
jewels in Merseyside’s crown :
magnificent buildings, rich horticultural
heritage and museums which bring to life
themes as different as maritime history and
the Beatles” heyday.

Carl Jung, the psychiatrist, called
Liverpool “‘the pool of life”. Certainly it
was a cosmopolitan cauldron of English,
Welsh, Irish and many other races which
brewed the city’s diverse character.

The mixture has produced the
swashbuckling greed of pirates and slave
traders, the reforming zeal of William

Gladstone, Prime Minister four times in
the 19th century, and the talents of an
array of entertainers such as Arthur
Askey, kie Vaughan, Ken Dodd and,
of course, the Beatles.

To some people, playwrights Alan
Bleasdale and Willy Russell reflect one
side of Liverpool most accurately —
ambivalence towards the city, which is
mocked constantly until someone else
starts. Then it is defended. Humour,
sentimentality and rebelliousness all play
a part. Passionate unity prevails only on
the football terraces, themselves depleted
these days because bread must come before
circuses and one in every five Merseysid
is unemployed.

Other aspects are not immediately
apparent to the visitor: the talent and

“'The Leaving of Liverpool’
once referred to the
embarkation of great ships
but now indicates that the
liners have left for ever. So
have the jobs. Visitors to the
festival could help invest
those words with a brighter
meaning. The event has
brought tourists to Liverpool
and Liverpool fo tourism ...
[a] message [that] will not
be missed as large-scale
indusiry drifts away in the

wake of the ships.”

- from Liverpool '84: Festival
Guide
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Esplanade

Visitors can be forgiven for thinking, as
they step out on the Festival’s waterfront,
that they have arrived at Liverpool-on-Sea.
Bracing breezes sweeten the air, before
them are the waves of the Mersey — more
than a mile wide at this point — and a
promenade captures the carefree
atmosphere of a seaside resort and blends
it with Merseyside’s maritim itage

None of this happened by a
of the reasons the Rive
preferred to others in Liverpool was its
marine aspect. Another was the
opportunity to feature the county’s
nautical associations. And the walkway
has a long-term purpose.

The esplanade, in fact, fulfills two roles.
It is a pleasant place to walk or sit and
admire the views or take in f
entertainment during the Festi
avital link, threequarters of a mile long, in
a permanent riverside walk which will
eventually extend four and a half miles;
from the Pier Head near the city centre to
Otterspool Promenade, beyond the
Festival site.

The waterfront path is in two
continuous sections. The Marine
Esplanade is a showpiece stretch of 450
metres, starting at the Western Entrance,

Esplanade/Pathway of Honour

which incorporates the characteristic
colour and gaiety of a seaside prom.

There are walkways on two levels,
flower-filled sunken gardens, shelters and
an ornate bandstand for small-scale
entertainment. Then there are features not
normally found at the seaside which recall
Mersey’s shipping tradition.

Four brightly painted ships’ funnels rise
from the paving in the livery of Cunard
(red and black), Blue Funnel (blue and
black), Elder Dempster (yellow) and Blue
Star (blue, white and red). These, like the
Yellow Submarine in the Beatles Maze,

made by youngsters on a training
scheme at Monks Ferry.

Esplanade

Dockland artifacts garnered from
Liverpool, Birkenhead and Bromborough
in Wirral, such as sea bollards, anchors and
capstans, were repaired and shotblasted
before being fixed to the walkway. The
attention to detail can be seen in the
retaining railings of the upper wall. Each
post is decorated with the Festival’s red
rose emblem. A Yorkshireman involved
with the work lightheartedly contem-
plated painting one white but rejected the
notion on the grounds that he would be
the prime suspect.

Despite the speed with which it has been




hero has it all wrong - - ©

YOSSER HUGHES (Bernard Hill): Building a brighter future for M

! ... Yosser is old hat. When
he cries ‘Gizza job,” what he means is ‘give me back a place in society.” Unfil his society
has accepted the changes the times demand there will be no place for him
Widespread unemployment and changes in working patterns and the style of personal life
are no more than the early warnings of even greater changes to come. And, whether we
like it or not, Merseyside and the Merseysider will have to change with them.”

“ ... [The MDC is] not merely creating jobs and houses and gardens. We are
engineering a whole new environment which can signal the transformation of urban life of

Merseyside’s thousand Yossers.”
- Sir Kenneth Thompson, Liverpool Daily Post, February 14 1983



e Museum ... because ... it gave a po’rehl

sense of who’r L|verpool was like when it was a great por’r — when the world
was full of a productive busyness and majesty of enterprise that seems utterly
lost now.”
“This was once a great city and now it’s Liverpool ... a place with more
of a past than a future.”

- Bill Bryson, Notes from a Small Island (London, 1995) pp. 238-241.

“The dock’s situation for example: the sea [sic] ... is also at this geographical
point-of-view a kind of ruin ... once thick with ships, it is how more offen than
not a ruin. The ferries punctuate the void to provide an experience for tourists.
Across the Mersey are the ruins of Birkenhead'’s industrial base. Back on land
one’s gaze is drawn from the dock to the Pier Head, all monumental early
twentieth-century buildings only partly re-let. Or to the west one looks on the

Ropewalks, a mile of abandoned and ruined warehouses and vacant lots shrugging

up the hill to the Anglican cathedral.”
- Richard J. Williams, ‘The City in Ruins,” The Anxious City: English Urbanism in the Late Twentieth
Century (London, 2004), p. 120.
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“Thle]

reclamation of 250 acres of despoiled
urban land was the largest such work ever
done in Europe, a triumph of private- and
- public-sector cooperation and a heroic
-~ 3 MICHAEL  achievement both by the management of
~— 4 HESELTINE ~ Merseyside Development Corporation and
by the Liverpool workforce, all locally
recruited, who took great pride in working to
renew their city ... There is now a green field
in the heart of Liverpool where, in 1981, there
was growing dump of toxic waste which
stood in plies up to seventy feet high. The
wasteland of the Riverside district has now
been turned into an infant garden city which
now siretches for a mile along the banks of
the Mersey. "

WHERE THERESAWILL

- Michael Heseltine, Where There's a Will
(London: Hutchison, 1987), p. 157
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Home and Garden
Feature

A Cesamis Garden

‘New Lands for OIld' =
wastelands transformed into
gardens

‘Land Treatment Maze' =
redeveloped canals, railways
& woodlands — representing
“a walk from a city back into
the countryside.”

NATIONAL GARDEN FESTIVAL |-

. Photographic

[T] Structure Planting

Other Planting &
D Grassed Areas

[ Water Features

‘The Garden of Hope/
contrasting  “decay and
despair of urban decline” &
“hope, vision and
regeneration” juxtaposing “a
scene of dereliction, rubble
and dead trees” vs a floral
display “characterised by
colour & light”

‘Victorian Garden’ arranged
“to evoke the atmosphere of
a small pleasance which
evolved N Prosperous
industrial towns during late
Victorian times.”



Bringing the

“We must create new towns in old cities. We must put
back green fields, replacing abandoned workshops and
warehouses. We must atiract to the inner city those with
the ambition to buy their own homes, start their own

urban

p 1 businesses and live in a thriving, confident and tranquil
V 1 1 a g e neighbourhood. The atfraction must be as compelling as
the forces that first drove [people and businesses] to the

suburbs or the dormitory towns.”

to - Heseltine, Where There's a Will p. 157
@ The :
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International Garden Festival

|}, LIVERPOOL 84
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2nd May to 14th October
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The world is coming to Merseyside -

to the biggest event of its kind this year.
Few visitors to the International
Garden Festival will know what the
locals know. Two years ago the festival
site was 125 acres of rubbish and
neglect.

About 500 firms, thousands of
workers and 100% commitment have
transformed waste into wonder - and
on schedule.

A saga of achievement.

But by no means the whole story.

For the same enthusiasm and
effort are turning the tide elsewhere on
Merseyside. Canning and Salthouse
Docks have been dredged, the riverside
landscaped and new industrial sites
created. And the Merseyside
Development Corporation, ina
working partnership with the private
sector, is transforming the massive

Albert Dock in an imaginative, multi- |
million pound regeneration scheme. |
Derelict buildings live again. |
Where once was silt flows water. l
When the Festival closes, the
magnificent hall will remain, the
centrepiece of a planned housing,
business and leisure development.
And a symbol of a new spirit on {
Merseyside, of a self-belief confidently |
reconfirmed. -

Let it work for you. Contact Alex Andexﬁc
at Merseyside Development Corporatian
Telephone: 051-236 6090. |

Merseysice ||
AAPLE \> ' Developmentl
e— O POIENON l

TURNING THE TIDE ON MERSEYSIDE

“The long-term

advantages  will

become apparent after the festival
closes [when] commerce, trade and

industry  will be seen to have

benefitted from the increased number
of visitors ... and fthe facilities and
opportunities left behind will be

available to all.”

- Sir Leslie C Young, Chairman of Merseyside
Development Corporation (pictured showing PM

Thatcher around Garden Festival site, 2 October

1984), Liverpool '84 Festival Guide, p.5.
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