
Start at my 

feet 

• Cymraeg 2050- The Welsh language  is part of what defines the  

people and nation itself. The ambition of the Welsh Government is  

to increase the number of Welsh speakers to one million by 2050. 

Education is central to this vision, ensuring that learners are able to  

come out of the education system ready and proud to use the 

language in all contexts. (Welsh Government 2017 b)

How do schools work with the 

community?
• Volunteer Program for locals to gain 

experience and training .

• Family support officers help family in need and 

provide a place to talk and find support

• Coffee mornings with doctors, nurses, police, 

speech and language. 

• Involving families and stakeholders in the new 

curriculum, school polices and procedures.

• Social media, questionnaires – school mobile 

applications, such as Facebook. 

Where a School is Situated 
Both the geographical location, the 

communities, cultures and local residents will 

affect the daily running of the school. 

The bridging school has 650 pupils and 

Additional Learning Needs base. Being 

situated in a deprived area 30% of pupils were 

eligible for free school meals.

Access to forest schools, local attractions and 

Pupil Voice
Pupils are involved in the 

planning of the curriculum and 

consulted on what they want to 

learn, this helps teachers to plan 

engaging lessons and activities. 

Pupils at the bridging school also  

helped to write the behaviour 

management policy for their 

respective classes within school.

School Network
Lead school – partner schools, working 

together to share good practice. 

• Governor Poverty Champion- look 

for funding to ensure there is no 

financial cost to parents.

• Family Support Officers – to 

support families directly and provide 

access to wider care.

• Safeguarding Officer – investigates 

safeguarding issues and works 

closely with organisations, such as 

the police and social services.

• Family ELSA Staff – giving pupils 

and the families a space to discuss 

problems, in addition to providing 

emotional support and guidance to 

families experiencing difficult times. 

• Educational Specialists – Speech 

and Language Therapist can 

provide expertise on additional 

learning needs and how to manage 

them. 

Beginning School
• Home Visits - to observe the home 

environment, behaviour and begin discussing 

the child’s needs with the parent/guardian.

• Parent and Toddler Group - build 

relationships with educators and begin taking 

part in activities in school.

• Fly Start - government lead program which is 

run in areas of deprivation.

• Graduated Approach - school tour, attend 

part time transitioning to full time with a class 

buddy.
• Parental Reassurance - Calls, texts and 

emails on the first few days of school.

Engaging Parents
• Drop Off and Pick Up – informal chats 

• Emails, Phone Calls and Text Messages- informing parents/guardians of 

meetings, events or incidents at school.

• Showcase of areas of work are on school website to keep 

parents/guardians informed.

• Family Learning – Cooking classes, Christmas crafts and carols, 3D Maths 

– changing parents perception of school.

• Parent/guardian Workshops - Plant Dewi – Lego club for dads.

• Consultation Cycle -Involving families in the new curriculum. What do 

parents want children to be able to do when they leave school? What 

experiences and knowledge do parents want?

Meeting the Needs of the Learner
• Breakfast for Everyone- cereal, milk and fruit are 

provided for all pupils.

• Loaning Library - for books, toys, and educational 

equipment like Numicon.

• Help Yourself Hwb for families - nappies, blankets, hot 

water bottles, deodorant, tooth brush, snacks, drinks etc. 

• Loaning of Chromebooks and dongles – PDG grant.

• Targeted Sessions for pupils who receive less support 

at home, for example not reading with parents or 

completing homework regularly.

• English as an Additional Language- forest schools, 

outdoor play, graduated approach to beginning school. 

• Additional Learning Needs – support from teaching 

assistants and educational special. 

• ELSA- Emotional Literacy Support 

Assistant – brought in due to a rise in need 

for support, struggling with food and money etc.

• Problems in the family environment affecting 

well being, such as attachment issues. The 

school have 12 trained ELSA staff including 

Family ELSAs . The program has run for over a 

year with a holistic approach to supporting the 

family. Questionnaire both at the beginning and 

end so evidence can be gathered.

• A bereavement group was set up in response 

to a need from both pupils and their families.

Groups of Vulnerable 

Learners

Within the school community there 

are children who are/have; young 

carers, service children, English as 

an Additional Language, refugees, 

Additional Learning Needs. Providing 

an outdoor learning environment, 

such as forest schools have a 

positive impact on mental health.  

The school also hold events and 

activities to improve awareness of 

these. (Bentsen 2013)

The Four Purposes are the 

desired outcomes for learners in 

Wales. 

•Ambitious, capable learners.

•Enterprising, creative contributors.

•Ethical informed citizens.

•Healthy, confident individuals.

(Welsh Assembly Government,no date)

• The Curriculum Framework –
• Guidance for schools to design their own 

curriculum. 

• Core learning requirements. 

• Expectations around assessment 

arrangements.

(Welsh Assembly Government,no date)

Areas of Learning 

•Expressive Arts.

•Health and Well-being.

•Humanities.

•Languages, Literacy and 

Communication.

•Mathematics and Numeracy.

•Science and Technology.

(Welsh Assembly Government,no date)
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