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What is practitioners’ perception of risk towards the outdoors in early childhood education; Where does Wales stand?

A traditional narrative review was conducted. This was to address the problem that arises when engaging with the outdoors. Many facilitators and practitioners can be risk averse. Focusing on Early childhood education (ECE) practitioners due to their impact on children’s potential develop. Due to the evidence which has shown that this can end up causing a restriction on the use of the outdoors, thereby lowering the beneficial effects the outdoor environment may have in helping to develop young children (Sandseter, et al., 2020; Kernan and Devine, 2010). The aim of this research is to establish the state of ECE practitioners’ perspective towards risky play in the outdoors in particular Welsh ECE practitioners. The two objectives within the study are to find out the current research level on ECE practitioners’ perception of risky play in the outdoors. Secondly, to find out what the indications are for Welsh early childhood practitioners through current research. The themes that were highlighted through courage of the literature were Interventions, Improvng practice, Regulatory and legislative barriers, and cultural differentiation. These themes showed that there was a good perception of risk overall. However, that practitioners’ hands were tied when it came to practice due to barriers created; culturally, socially, or legislatively. The implications for Wales are shown by these themes. It was highlighted in interventions and improving practice that there was a clear indication for education and training from ECE practitioners (Spencer, et al. 2021). It would need to be ascertained if Welsh ECE practitioners would want this. The method of education would also need to be tested as it was shown to be different depending on the cultural tenderness of the country or region (McFarland and Laird, 2018). There would also need to be appropriate research done into the effect of the different regulatory and policy effects on the perception risk on the different areas within Wales. In the same light, the cultural and social changes, for example, the different perceptions in rural or urban areas. This traditional narrative review has shown perceptions of ECE practitioners. Limitations to the study where outlined. The first was shown that the data pool is small but that the potential for further research to practically inform training is clear. Adding to this only one source that was included in the review was conduct Wales. Although this is concerning, it shows a lack of data on this topic. Which suggests the need for further investigation as it is clear this area is important and of value and doe link to the curriculum (Welsh Government, 2022). It was also shown that insufficient monitoring to check if ECE practitioners have positive perceptions of risk or need help working around barriers. There needs to be a clear evaluation so a strategy can be drawn up to best help ECE practitioners and ultimately children. 
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