Conference Proposal 
The Portrayal of Eve in the Bible and the Impact of Her Portrayal on Women in the Christian Church

The topic of this conference proposal has been chosen because throughout the expansion of the Christian religion it has always been thought, and to some extent is still thought, that Eve’s identity and actions are characteristic of the true nature of women. It has also been thought that Eve’s purpose and design should be, and is, identical to that of all women.[footnoteRef:2] The aim of this conference proposal is to demonstrate the negative and unfair way that Eve is portrayed in Genesis and in subsequent books and verses of the Bible. A second aim is then to assess the effect that the portrayal of Eve has had on the way that women have been viewed and treated in the Christian religion. The main way that these aims will be achieved will be to look at the Biblical passages and texts themselves and analyse these texts in detail in order to try and discover the meaning behind and purpose of the text. Academic books and publications will also be used when doing research and the views and interpretations of experts in the field will also be looked at, in order to back-up the analysis of the Biblical texts and to gain accurate information. Furthermore, another reason why academic books will be used is in order to gain an understanding of the way that women have been viewed and treated throughout the history of Christianity and whether this treatment is connected to, and is as a result of, the way that Eve is portrayed in the Bible. [2:  Christopher L. C. E. Witcombe, ‘Eve and Women’ (2000) <http://witcombe.sbc.edu/eve-women/1evewomen.html> [accessed 24 December 2017]] 

To begin with, there will be an evaluation of the creation story in Genesis 2:7-25. The first point that will be referred to is the indication of hierarchy in the verses as Adam was created first and Eve was created second; man is given a favoured status over woman right from the beginning of creation.[footnoteRef:3] It will then be noted that this hierarchy remains in the present day. There will then be a focus on the notion that Eve (woman) was only created to be a helper for Adam (man);[footnoteRef:4] Eve is, therefore, given a subordinate position. The overall argument will be that in Christianity women are inferior to men because they were created after men, from men, and for men;[footnoteRef:5] and this view is still prominent today. There will also be an assessment of the idea that Eve was only created so that Adam and Eve could have children, as shown in Genesis 1:28 when God said “be fruitful and multiply”[footnoteRef:6]; this will be likened to Titus 2:4-5. There will then be an evaluation of the effects that these verses had on creating the gendered roles of men and women in the Christian church.   [3:  Paul Heger, Women in the Bible, Qumran and Early Rabbinic Literature (Boston: Brill, 2014), p.19.]  [4:  BBC, Are Religions Unfair to Women?, The Big Question, video recording, YouTube, 5 May 2013 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TNxWrhrSC0> [accessed 28 December 2017] ]  [5:  Clare Drury, ‘Christianity’, in Women in Religion, ed. by, Jean Holm and John Bowker (London: Pinter Publications, 1994), pp.30-56.]  [6:  Genesis 1:28, The Bible: King James Version] 

Next, the topic will move on to talk about the fact that Eve has been blamed throughout the Bible, and throughout the history of Christianity, as being responsible for the original sin. This is an important matter to touch upon, because it has been argued that the Scriptures and the Christian religion have oppressed and said many detrimental things about women because of the way that they view Eve and depict her role in committing the original sin.[footnoteRef:7] This next section will focus on testing this theory. To begin with, there will be an assessment of the belief that Eve tempted Adam and led him astray, as stated in Genesis 3:6. In relation to this, there will also be an assessment of Adam’s fault in being a part of the act, as it has been generally accepted that Adam was the innocent party in the act, and only ate the fruit because he was tempted by Eve, indicating that she is the only one who is to blame. Following this, there will then be an assessment of the effect that this had on the way that women were written about in later Bible verses, such as 1 Timothy 12:14 and 1 Corinthians 11:3, which view them as being wicked temptresses who will lead men astray. This will then be reflected as being one of the reasons why throughout Christian history male leaders have placed restrictions on the freedom of women.[footnoteRef:8] In addition, the restriction against women teaching in church (1 Timothy 2:11-12) will also be referred to in connection with Genesis 3:6. The Bible states that women are not permitted to teach in church or to assert authority oven men due to the belief that Eve taught Adam sin and all women are similar to Eve in nature. This belief will then be presented as being the reason why for so many years women were unable to become leaders in the Christian religion. [7:  Jean M. Higgins, ‘The Myth of Eve the Temptress’, in, Journal of American Academy of Religion, 44 (1976), pp.639-647 (p.641.) <https://www.jstor.org/stable/1463485> [accessed 27 December 2017] ]  [8:  Christopher L. C. E. Witcombe, ‘Eve and Women’.] 

This conference proposal will contribute to current academic debates and discussions surrounding feminist theories and issues in the study of religion. There have been many academic discussions recently which focus on the position of women in many of the religions across the world and there have also been debates looking at whether these religions are oppressive towards women. Looking at what the religious texts say about women is key in this study as they are the basis of the religion; the practices, beliefs, and ideas of the religion all come from the religious texts. Furthermore, this is quite an interesting subject area to look at and consider at the moment as this is a topic that has not been looked at in-depth until recently and, as a result, it is a rather new and stimulating topic to research and learn about. Although this topic at the student conference will only give a brief and concise overview of the portrayal of Eve in the Bible and the impact that her portrayal has had on many generations of Christian women, it is hoped that this will help to motive students to research the topic further and inspire them to learn more about and look at feminist studies in religion; and also inspire them to look at religion from other different perspectives. Another aim is to also encourage these students to examine religious texts, such as the Bible, further to see what additional information they can find; but also incorporate an investigation of sacred texts into their work where relevant, rather than just relying on scholarly writings and academic works.
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