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Topic, Review Question and Objectives
This planned secondary study will investigate why there are more deaths among Black women in the UK from breast cancer (Allen et al., 2023). Public health problems like breast cancer put a lot of stress on healthcare services. Ongoing demand for early evaluation, treatment, and long-term care is putting pressure on the system (Crosby et al., 2020). Different people still have different results when they get cancer, which shows how important it is to study the factors that impact how patients feel and how many of them survive (Thomas and Haskins, 20248). 
What makes life-threatening breast cancer rates higher for women of African descent in the UK (Allen et al., 2023)? To find out why Black breast cancer patients have higher death rates, the healthcare and social barriers that affect outcomes, and the evidence gaps that could affect healthcare policy and practice (Hamilton, 2020), this study looks at all these areas.
Rationale
Eliminating health disparities is a primary objective for UK health and social care systems, rendering this topic significant. Evidence indicates that delayed cancer diagnosis can diminish treatment efficacy and reduce survival probabilities (Hamilton, 2020). Early detection of cancer is recognised as one of the most effective methods to enhance outcomes and reduce mortality rates (Crosby et al., 2020). Moreover, recent advancements in breast cancer research underscore the necessity of enhancing diagnostic methodologies and comprehending risk factors associated with disease progression (Allsopp et al., 2024). Identifying the factors contributing to breast cancer mortality among Black women could enable healthcare professionals to deliver more equitable and individualised services, hence addressing the disparities in health outcomes (Allen et al., 2023).
Methods
This study will employ a scoping review process to investigate and delineate the existing evidence pertinent to the review issue (Forbes, 2016). A scoping review is suitable as it enables researchers to find, summarise, and assess a wide array of literature on a particular subject (Forbes, 2016). The literature will be examined using electronic databases such as CINAHL, PubMed, Scopus, and Google Scholar. The search criteria will encompass breast cancer, Black women, mortality, health inequalities, and United Kingdom  (Allen et al., 2023). Studies published in English from 2015 to 2025 will be included. Data will be systematically arranged and examined through thematic analysis to discern principal themes and patterns within the chosen studies (Forbes, 2016).

Ethical Considerations
Formal ethical approval is not needed for this study because it uses public literature for secondary research (Forbes, 2016). But ethics standards will be upheld by giving correct information about the results, using the right citations, and following the rules for academic honesty to avoid plagiarism (Forbes, 2016).
References
Allen, I., Hassan, H., Sofianopoulou, E., Eccles, D.M., Turnbull, C., Tischkowitz, M., Pharoah, P. and Antoniou, A.C. (2023) ‘Risks of second non-breast primaries following breast cancer in women: a systematic review and meta-analysis’, Breast Cancer Research, 25(1). doi: https://doi.org/10.1186/s13058-023-01610-x.
Allsopp, R.C., Guo, Q., Page, K., Bhagani, S., Kasim, A., Badman, P., Kenny, L., Stebbing, J. and Shaw, J.A. (2024) ‘Circulating tumour DNA dynamics during alternating chemotherapy and hormonal therapy in metastatic breast cancer: the ALERT study’, Breast Cancer Research and Treatment, 206(2), pp. 377–385.
Crosby, D., Lyons, N., Greenwood, E., Harrison, S., Hiom, S., Moffat, J., Quallo, T., Samuel, E. and Walker, I. (2020) ‘A roadmap for the early detection and diagnosis of cancer’, The Lancet Oncology, 21(11), pp. 1397–1399.
Forbes, E. (2016) ‘A Post-graduate’s Guide to Doing a Literature Review: In Health and Social Care’, Nurse Researcher, 23(6), pp. 8–8.
Hamilton, W. (2020) ‘Cancer diagnostic delay in the COVID-19 era: what happens next?’, The Lancet Oncology, 21(8), pp. 1000–1002.

